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' MY DEAR FRIEND, EET 


1 0 | Amierlbe to you! "this 
Rb) part of my Travels. Your, 
modeſly' will take the alarm at this 
5 public addreſs: but 1 merely diſ- 


charge a debt of long ſtanding, or 


whole, and pay you all which my 


e oa friend 
x 8 8 8 : ; 5 


rather I pay-in a feeble inſtalment 
upon the principal of What I owe. 
yo. Why cannot 1 diſcharge the 
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__ 


friendſhip prompts, and, my e 


tude enjoins 1 1 1 A $i < 175 AP A 5 : 


_—_ 
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It is not yet in you,. power to 
e to us the detall of a journey 8 
much more intereſting and uſeful 
than mine. 'You have ſeen wrefted + 
from you in a moment the fruit of 
four years exettions.. Expoſed to the 
 poniards of the prieſts of Rome, 
you were unable, when you. 


* 2 4 : 1 


their malice, to ſave the moſt 
cious part of yourſelf. „ 


hes 
— — 
* 
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In accompanying me. over the 
ren and burning ſands. of. A 
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you "an not expe to find woe 
| Taper monuments the vaunted re- 
maains of which have, in two differ- 


ent journeys, been the object of 
Vvour ſtudies and reſearches; but 
you will every where encounter the 
genuine face of nature, and 1t is to 


this circumſtance I truſt for the pro- 


priety of the . ; am now 
"OO _ e PONY: 


Le VAILLANT. 
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1 HIS" ſecond" part of my Travels 
uglit to have followed much ſooner 


Pi firſt, It was written a long time 
ago. Private diſputes and public 


aſlairs have counteracted its, publica- 
ons; of the firſt part there was an, 
5 A variety of editions, pirated 
editions and tranſlations. But the 
bs bookſellers never think they have 
got enough unleſs they have de- 
voured both the. author want e 


Bias! ag = work, 


. PREFACE 7 


_t lo  Kecontiighy they bed 
to doubt the ſucceſs of the ſecond . 
part, after having expetienced that 
of the firſt. After a thouſand diſ- 
appointments, I have at length met 
with an honeſt trader.” : 'T pleaſe my= 

ſelf with the opinion that fortune 
has directed my ſteps to 25 - houſe 

ll where: arts and 18 6 are of Lic. 
1 conſideration, „5 
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It's in vain 167 me to atteinpt t to 
1 deny it : the ſucceſs of / my Hirſt pubs | 

BY lication greatly ſurpaſſed my expec - | 
| tation,” It has no doubt been praiſed | 
| much beyond its deſert: In the 
midſt 'of the-eulogiums I have re- 
ceived, there were attacks to which 
7 5 1 could 


PREFACE) e 
x cots not but be ſenſible, A cer- 


tain critic has been much irritated 


with the fale of my former work. 25 


I willingly ſurrender to him this ſe- 


cond. part, which he has already 
devoured in imagination; and God. - 
grant that it may in ſome degree aſ- 


- Juagy * bitterneſs of his wrath! 


Then . is added to this edition a 1 
general chart of my travels. It will | 


be fold ſeparately “. 1 owe much 


"In this reſpect to the attention of pr 
the unfortunate Laborde, who made - 
every. exertion in his power to giye V 
effect to its aecurcy and preciſion, ; ; 


. The n map alluded to by the ahi” will 8 
found prefixed to the firſt volume of the e * I | 


tranſlation, | " 
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Tur reader will feccllect that I got 
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journey through” the interior parts of the 


RN e of Alia. I 


— my alete te Cape had "expe- 
rienced many "revolutions. © On my "arrival 
from Europe; I found there the French regi- 
ment of Pondicherry ; ; and; on my return 
| from this firſt journey, the garriſon was re- | 


I inforced with the Swiſs regiment of Meu- 


ron and the legion de Luxembourg. 1 had 


been acquainted, in "France, with ſeveral 
| officers/of the latter corps; and 1 felt, on 
: . hem Sein, all thoſe tender Tenth 
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tions 
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tions which remind us of our country where- 
ver we obſerve its manners, its character, and 


The females of the Cape, when [ſaw them 
for che firſt time, had really excited my aſto- 
8 niſhment by their dreſs and their elegance; 
but 1 21 in them, above all, that, r wa 
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deſiy an | re ſerve. peculiar., to the Dare ch 


4 7 21 « 


manners, which ntl as. 8. e (cor: ; 7 : 
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In Ir In the courſo-of "i months, a eat hesse 
bad taken place. It was no longer the 


French modes that they copied 110 it was TY 
caricature of the. French. Numes, PRE TAN 
ribbons, and ud tawdry ornaments: heaped toge» 


* A 1. 


cher without taſte on every bead, gave to 


de prettieſt figures a groteſque. air, which 
often provoked a ſmile when they. appeared. 
This mania, had extended to the neighbour- 
A ng Plantationg, w where the Women could 
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. ſcarcely 5 
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Saccus known, | 4 mode of dreſs" e- 
ſo fantaſtical, that it would have been dif 
_ to nn ens what er it had 
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6 Ins e e x had col- 
lected a large quantity of oftrich-feathers, 
which 1 intended to tranſmit to Europe. 
When the ladies got notice of this treaſure, 
it was impoſfible for me to convey them ts 
che place of "their deſtination. They —_— 
around me from all quarters to beg a 

of them. People even whom I DARD 
_ preſented 'themſelves in the name of this or 
the” other lady, and modefily requeſted the 
ule of 2 dosen feathery'for the! evening: T 
diſpoſed,” therefore, " of all my plumes ay © 
ſpeedily as' poſſible, that 1 might the fooner - 
chut up\ſhop. Such was the folly of the day; 


the good 'graces of the fair ſex was ſo effica - 
24 6 | f ; KY : 5 . 


and this mode of inſinuating one's-Aelf into - 
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acquire a ſort of empire over every thing that 
ſurrounds them. Their. vivacity;" ſoftneſs of 


INTRODUCTION: | 
| Sous, that many -officers ſent-to. France for. 


z\cargo' of feathers" to gratify their paſſioni 8 
The huſbands, on their ſide,” vying ini gallan- 


thy. With the lovers, - procured -fome from 
. Aſia, and even from Holland. Africa could 


no longer ſupply a ſufficient number; and 


- they were become, derne bene even: than in 


l 
re 

The French enjoy one adyantage/ in par- 
tieular above every other nation. Where 


evet their deſtiny may lead them, they ſoon. 
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manner, and attention to the : graces, have 


| ſomething in them ſo captivating, and even 
£ their preſumption. and. forwardneſs fo forcibly 
” rike the generality of minds, apd eſpecially 

| the minds of women, that, in a little time, per- 
ee eee ee eee 
35 a fort of duty, and honchr 10 adopt their 


manners and language. Though the town 


, my ” 4 7 
1 os: | 8 | a was 
* — a , * | be 


TNTRODOC T FON. u 
was occupied only with warlike preparations, 
and chough an attack from the Engliſh fleet 5 
was every moment expected, the French | 
_ officers, had already introduced. a taſte for 

pleaſure. Employed in the morning at their 
exereiſe, the French ſoldiers in the evening 
acted plays. A part of the.. barracks was 
transformed into a theatre; and as women 
capable of performing female characters could 
not be found in the town, they aſſigned theſe - 
parts to ſome of their comrades, whoſe youth, 
delicate features, and freſhneſs of complexion, 
ſeemed beſt calculated to favour the decep- 
tion. Theſe heroines, of a new kind, height- 
ened the curiolity of the ſpeQators, and ren- 5 
dered the entettainment ſtill more lively and 
intereſting. With regard to the actors, ſome ; | 
of them had actually very conſiderable talents 
for comedy; and I recolle& that one of them 
added the part of Figaro, in the Barber ß 
Seville, in ſo ſuperior a ſtyle, that, at the Cape, 
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| avert was alter 

5 een —— 
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| bete eee in I 

| ————— but the idea that | 
1 | moſt pleaſed me was to ſee them transferred to 

Africa; that is to fay, in the neighbourhood | 
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of lions, panthers, and hyznas. As for the 


Creoles, who had never witneſſed - before 
any thing of the kind, they were abſolutely 

inchanted. Nothing was talked of in every 
þ company throughout the town but the French 


bh a 1 


plays. To add to the general pleaſure, ladies 


moſt valuable ornaments. Bur ſome of them 


* 


of the firſt rank conſidered it as incumbent 
. on them to lend to the military actors and 
| aQrefſes, their laces, jewels, rich dreſſes, and 


1 had cauſe to repent of their eondeſcenſion ; for - 
it happened more than once that the countels 
_ of Almaviva having left, in pledge at the 
1 lunling bout her horrowed decorations, the 
| 55 2 e owner, 


-1NTRODUCTION. 1 


'» a nem, was obliged to dic. 
charge not only the bill due for btan dy and 
em ene e 


os "> onto the intoaication an eine . 
Fn " calioned by theſe, amuſements, Loye alſo did 
. not fail to act his part; and certain little in- 

wicusz were, from, time to time, brought to 


ght. which gave employment to the tongus 
of ſeandal, and introduced unhappineſs i into fas 


mien Hymen, it is true, amidſt theſe „ 
Lentures, ſometimes interzened to repair be 
g follies of his brother; and; many martiagesy 
which reſtored; every thing to. order, were 1 
he the reſult, of his negotiations.;. but che come. OE ll 
© Plants, though fled, did not L eis, 
The watchfulneG of the mother was alert. 
; The huſband, by ſo much the more fecretly 
85 irritated as be faw himſelf obliged to concea! 
bis jesloufy, curled in his heart both a cord 
and theatre ; while the matronly part; of the 


* > ee leſs on the reſerve, - declaimed 4 
n | N wich 


woe of theatrical entertainment. At laſt, 10 


- InmBoDUaTLON... [EE 
8 nenen againſt, the/ licentiouſnels at. 
revailed, which they wholly imputed. to this... 


the great mortification of the young, but to 
the high ſatisfaction of the old women ad 
1 the theatre was on a ſudden ſhut up. 
The cauſe that effected this Was altogether | 15 
breign to the tg * Io W an. - 
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bent the ehe had not been attacked, 
it had experienced ſome of the uſual ſcourges | 


of war. A dread” of the Engliſh fleet having. 1 


prevented ſpecie from being ſent thither from. 


Europe, caſh in a little time became ſcarce ; ; | | 
ths price of proviſions was increaſed; and a 


al alarm prevailed through the colony. 
In this Penury, the Dutch Eaſt- India eom- 
pany thought proper to create a paper cur- : 
. but this fictitious money, which was 

. vx no other credit thin a . 


in 5 
- 4 
5 
. / ; 
* \ a 
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| INTRODUCTION. Xx 
in the Ggnatures, in reality added one evil = 
more to what already exiſted. The greater 0 

part of the planters in the interior of the ſets | 

tlement were obſtinate in refuſing it; and 5 
many of them, apprehenſive of being paid 
with paper, would no longer bring proviſions 
to the town. By this conduct the value of 
every thing was quadrupled; and in a little 
time extreme een mee, 4 


24 


While matters were in this Gruation, our 


actors, who in all probability were not too 


regularly paid, or who. at leaſt did not receive 
an income proportioned to their expences, 
found themſelves embarraſſed. To extricate - 
themſelves from their difficulties, two of 
them took it into their heads to imitate the 
paper money of the company, and to put 
their notes alſo in circulation. Unfortunately 
they were ſo badly executed, and the ſigna- 20 
tures in particular ſo awkwardly copied, that 

they were ſoon detected, Juſtice laid hold 
Vor. I. F of 


* | ANTRODUCTION.. 


Ahe affair; the Wan aſſumed 4 es 
aſpect; ; and it was for ſome time apprehended 
that our two heroes off the ſock would _ 
made a very tragical exit. Every thing, how. 


ls ever, was at length arranged; and eicher 
from regard to the individuals and the corps 
to which they belonged, or gratitude for the 
pleaſure they had afforded,” it was thought 

| ſufficient to baniſh them from the Cape, and 

to pur them on board a veſſel that was about 
to return to Europe. I was preſent when 


they departed. The theatrical company Was 
thus rendered incomplete; and, aſhamed: of 


the adventure, they dared neither ſeek others 


to ſupply the vacant e nor reſume their 
entertainments. „ eee en we ee 
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426 ntoxicating as were -theſe pleaſures, G0 : 


vernment meanwhile had not been inatten- 
tive to the danger which threatened the co- 


| tony. | As they daily expected to be inrocked 
by the ane fleet, 2 had increaſed-the 


POO to & means 
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tur DUS TIN. I 

tricans of defence; and ordered different works 
and new fortifications to be conſtructed. ' But; 
though theſe plans had been begun before I 

| left the Cape; they were not finiſhed when 

I returned; and 1 every where found men 

at work, ny” ne in "ne: 

them. F 1 


* 9 » 7 1 1 - % 2 % 
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At firſt, the | buſineſs had Tr — on 
wich activity and ardour ; becauſe the inha- 

| bitants, -in ſtigated by their private intereſt, 

. which" was then conſidered as involved with 
that of the public, had voluntarily offered their 
ſervices, and mingled with the workmen. 
 Yoling//and old, | ſoldiers and magiſtrates; 
ſallors and planters, all ſolicited the honour 
of co-operating for the general good and- 
common ſafety. To behold this heteroge- 

neous multitudeſome loaded with pick- axes, | 

and forme wich ſpades, or other fimilar im- 

plements-mareliing out in the eee 

the” _ and Proceeding in er ſp 


e ba 


to * 
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to the new fortifications, was. a ache 1 


admirable. in eee 


But this patriotic fervour was of no long 


continuance. Under pretence of ſparing their 
ſtrength, and that they might not weary them- 
ſelves to no purpoſe, they ſoon cauſed their 


flaves to follow them with the tools and 
inſtruments. In a little time they contented 
themſelves with ſending their ſlaves only; | 
and at laſt theſe ſubſtitutes themſelves, in imi- 


” tation of their maſters, or perhaps by their 
| ſecret. orders, gave over going alſo, T heir 
enthuſiaſm, in ſhort, from the firſt moment 


of its breaking out till the period when it 


Was thus entirely cooled, had been the affair 


i ah mething leſs than a . N 


3 


- 


The os. 1 mk e | 


| to. mercenary. hands, were not. interrupted. 


Government. cauſed them to. be- continued 
with vigour; Jody when { xeturned from my 


3 8 journey, 


A 
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journey, the expence of thetn already amourit- 
ed to a very. conſiderable. ſum. Nothing 
was to be ſeen but preparations for war and 


the means of defence. It appeared as if every 


inch of ground was meant to be diſputed | 


with the enemy; and if the company had 


reaſon to complain of the enormous coſt 
with which theſe preparations were attended, 


they at any rate proved, that thoſe into whoſe 


hands they had intruſted one of their moſt 
important poſſeſſions neglected nothing which 


they IO to preſerve Mt 


* * g | 
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bias 95 Table Mam to Falſe Bay the 


| War road was lined with ſmall redoubts, 
which, being conſtructed in ſuch a manner as 


to ſuppÞrt each other, ſeemed likely to check 


the enemy, or at leaſt retard Sn in his 


march. alt ee . 

e wud which: ede Reim the 
on to Batc-aux-bois (woody bay) was for- 
poly, oO be tified 


Ai IN TR o oli eTION 


rified in a different mihner. Being both the 
moſt beautiful, and at the ſame kime the moſt . 
pleafant of all the roads in the neighbour- 
hood, it formed a delightful walk fot the in- 
habitants; but from a dread that the Engliſh, 
iavited by the facility which it preſented of - 
- marching to the town, might: reſolve ta make 
their deſcent at this bay, the toad had not 
only been broken up throughout its whole 
| length, but, at certain diſtanees, deep wan, 

| and excavations had been cut in it. Theſe 


Works, which were nothing in reality but mi- 


ſerable deſtruQion, T could not behold with- 
out pain. The road had become my'favou-. 
rite walk; and 1 had in ſome meaſure ape 
' propriated it to myſelf. It was here 1 Was 
fond of ſtraying at thoſe moments hen it 
was deſerteil by others, 10 indulge at leilure 
in my reveries, and to regulate the plan of my 
journeys. I had counted every tree or ſbrub 
_ that grew on its borders, and Was acquainted 

wich every. ſpot whete I could ſit down a 

7 Eich _ enjoy a 


INTRODUCTION. xxl 
6 enjoy my meditations.” War 5 and its prepa· 
ratiens bad rooted! up the verdant turf, and 
the. flowers which had added to its beauty 
were faded or elſe totally diſappeared.” The 
town had loſt what to me was its n 

amament, . 1 
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In 10 a FR i 1 
from Pointe des Pendus (gallows-point), near 
the Lion's Rump, to the bottom of the Bay, 
Was deſended by new works of every kind. 
The batteries were every where ; increaſed. 
Cannon, it is true, were wanting; but a ſupply 
of theſe: had been promiſed from the Iſle af 
France; and, if I remember right, after a peace 
was wajndudet, * nn arrived. 
1 Auf cee thi 


ths the fk hn 8 itlelf was to be FR 
ended: by a ſtrong line of paliſades, begin- 

ä ning at the ſhore and ending at the bottom f 
be: the Devil Mountain. It Was the Iſle of France 
again that was to furniſh the wood nece 1 


1 | 4 
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dhe preceding one. But was it not a dame 
for a Government, poſſeſſing immenſe foreſts, 


wind INTR ob 3 67 LON, 
for this circumvallation,; and that engage 
was, at any rate, much better fulfilled . 


to ſend eight hundred leagues to ſolicit.of a 


| foreign power aſſiſtance, which, without dif- 
ficulty and almoſt without. expence, it might 


have obtained by ſea as well as by land frem 


different parts of its own territories at home? 
4 bave already publiſhed ſome reflections on 
this ſubject in the account of my firſt. tra- 
vels. On my return to Holland, I mentioned 


the eircumſtance to ſeveral of the directors of 7 

ie company, and I have no doubt that ſume 

Plan will be adopted in conſequence, which 
cheip own intereſt at the ſame time ſo power- 


fully recommends “?. TIP 
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wt; * The : ſtate of things ſince theſe lines were written ; 
bas greatly, changed z it will, perhaps, change ſtill more, 
und facilitate eſtabliſhments, which, by, cuſtom, ſelfiſh- 5 
neſcs, and the intereſt, of partial aſſociations, have Yong: 


been retarded. 4 15 | © | PW 0's 
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| INTRODUCTION: Tri 
— As it was on the eaſtern ſide that the inha- 


| Vitamrs! expected the Engliſh':to make their 
attack, it wus in chis quarter they: took care 


to conſtruct the ſtrongeſt fortifications. ' But, 
among theſe new. works, there was one which 
Hel was far from meeting with general approba- 


kon By profeſſional men it was conſidered, 
f not altogether uſeleſs, as calculated at leaſt 


eee obſtruct the taking of the ton. 
To prove who were in the right, and ayho.in 
the wrong, in the judgment of this matter, 
it would have been neceſſary that the tum 
event that did not take placed To. the inha- 
"5 bitants, however, the conſtruction of this fart 
afforded a ſubject of conſiderable) pleaſantry. 


According to them, the contractors had la- 


boured for their own advantage rather than 
for rhat of the colony; and by Colonel 


Gordon the fort was ao in N Fort 
Guei. 160 En el wrt IL . 
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I'N'T\RO/D/: CT{TON: | 
Wulle the means of defence: were chus i in- 
creaſed, Government endeavoured alſo, to-aug- 
ment the number of troops. With this, view, 
cer perſon without! diſtinction that offered 
_ Huſelf/ was enliſted : he his deſelie what 


Ido not preciſely | know what ſuch ſoldiers 
would have done in. caſe of an attack; but 1 


eee Wege no ee 
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alt the ſame, in my opinion, woulk 1 
have been with a regiment of Hottentots that 
weng formed. Never did plan afford ſo much 


 ſeopefor ridicule as; this; and to.be.convinced - 
bor, Jag was the ridicule, a Bebe vnly ef 
ſuicient, One day as I was croſſing the 


parade where they were aſſembled, and where: 
one of the company s ſervants was teaching 
them what he called military evolutions, 5 


N FE | eee 


chey might, not an individual was refuſed. 


esse rien, 
bthe yes this -pleaſite;” 1 Hat" never 3 
nuüghed f leartily, and nave never thought 


— — 


merriment. Thoſe who have ſcen at 4 1 


apes perform their exerciſe under the whip 
of * fi6w-man, Joffle one another by con- 


trat motions, wheel to the tight when they 
ſhould turn to the left, and jump about or 
leap on each others backs when they ought” 
to march -or to halt, will have no imperfect 
e of the manceuvres of theſe demi-ſa- 
rages.” As none of them knew how to dif. 
üngulm his right hand from his left; the 
reader, map Judge how well _ muſt have 
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win! A ſupa look, they Is their | eyes ſted- 
laſtly fixed upon him; but ſcarcely had he 
given the word when, agitated as if by convul- 


fions, each, performed a different evolution; 4 
and all that could be taught them was to re- 


| main in a line cloſely ſqueezed one againſt - 
the! Rack. On 1903 arrival of the firſt bullet, 


5 | and 
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: i 1 N TRODUCTION. 
and een on the firſt report of a canndn, the 
i whole corps would haye diſperſed, like-a flock | 
8 of Rarlings, and never would it e how ; 
. poſſible to rally: them. e Mats 


aa 4 © + 
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bers Tm one. mode, however, in whiah | 
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perhaps they mig ht have been rendered uſe. 


2s ful: : to have paſte] them | in ſome ſecure place 


of ambuſcade, where, they could. have. 297. 


83 115 

thing to apprehend, and there to have em- 
ployed chem! in bring as occaſion might offer. 
For it is ſcarcely | to. be. expected that the fa 


vage, a total ftranger to our prejudices, ſhould 
? ſer much value on the honour to be acquired | 


perhaps certain death. The ſavage prefers 
| Ving i in ambuſh for ta enemy under the go: 
ver of darkneſs. The art of war is to him 


the art 'of avoiding danger, If he attack, it it 
is only when he thinks bimſelf ſure of killing, 

; without « on his ſide running any riſk ; and to 
y as him t to 222 his 1 to procure victory | 


4 . + 


by remaining at one $ poſt, there, to await * 


TT KO'DU U'CTION. AI 
0 choſe in whoſe: ſucceſs he has no intereſt} 


would be propoſing an action that he would Fl 


oonlider in the light of w 


Of the 5 aſt PET cate different 
officers deſtined to command the forts/and the 
troops, I have nothing to ſay. They were 

all, no doubt, men of courage and talents, 
all worthy of the poſts aſſigned, or the rank 
conferred upon them; but I very much regret- 
ted that I did not ſee among them the brave and 
intrepid Staaring. This ſeaman, ſince ſnatch- 
ed by the hand of death from his. family and 
country, had lately given an example of reſ. ; 

' Jution that aſtoniſhed the whole colony; and 1 
publiſh it- here with the more pleaſure, as 1 
\ Hall thus, in part, diſcharge what I owe to 


we memory of a man to whom I was exceed- 
ingly attached, Fr e 


5 * 2 | Se Daniſh colours had: an- 
chored i in the Cape Bay; and there were rea- 


5 


ſons 


n. INTRODUCTION: 
ue ſulpedt' that the was an — 
1 at leäſt a tranſport laden with wayſike 
[ | a ſtores for the enemy. Staaring, Who was | 
| port· eaptain, thought it his duty, in that qua- 
| | 5 ty, to endeauour to obtain certain informa- 
= tion bn the ſubject ; and with that view went 
a board his floop, and proceeded! to the 
[mid to examine her. This was what the | 
Diuge had been afraid of. Starbely was this 
i captain in his power when he gave orders to 
eich anchor, and made preparations for put- 


| ; ting to ſea. Staaring, however, ſuſpecting 
. dis treachery, had, before he quitted the 
more, taken precautions to prevent its ſucceſs. 


A Recordivgly, he made fromthe deck the fignal = 
| | that had been agreed upon; and the weſt bat» 
| tery, which he had himſelf cauſed to be con- 
ftructed, and which wWas called by his name, 


; immediately opened. and began to diſcharge i its 
Suns upon the veſſel. In vain did the Dane 
chteaten in his wrath, that, unleſs Staarkrg 

gave 4.counter-ſignal and ſilenced the battery, - 
| he 
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be would laſh him to the n 


very cannon which were fired in obedience, to 


his orders. This brave man was not to be - 
intimidated; and inſtead of baſely complying 


with the propoſal, he repeated his ſignal, 


which brought a ſecond diſeharge from the 
n When. the crew ſaw this, they be." 
came almoſt. frantic with rage, fell upon the 


"a of their vengeance, beat him ſeverely, 
and actually tied him to the maſt : but Staar- 


ing, though ſurrounded | by danger, derided 
his tormentors. You know not what you 
do, ſaid he with a ſmile. © Perceive you” . 
not that theſe bullets are ſent by my come 


* mand; that they know me; and will, cherer 


fore, do me no harm?“ 


( 
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Mesh. be this faid in e wonderful 


28 it may appear, was eventually realiſed, | 


The ſhot fell in ſhowers on every fide, with- 
out one of them touching him: but the veſ- 


pole him to deſtrucdios from the thot of thoſe 


. eber | 
tel ws ſo ſhattered, that the bee 
: to put about and to anchor with- difgrace un · a 
der the battery that had fired upon her. Im 
5 mort, this expedition, the ſucceſs of which _ 
Was the effect almoſt of a moment, proved | 

ſo much the more honourable to the hers 
| who conducted it, as the veſſel, in reality, was 
a eee and, being judged a legal pfize“ 


- . 


as fold, 1 believe, for the benefit of the 


a For ſome time nothing was talked 
of at the Cape but Staaring's intrepidity. | 


But his: private affairs requiring his preſence 


in Holland, he had recently departed with his 
wife; uad to avoid being attacked by the 
Engliſh, took his paſſage on board a Dani 

15 oy ch was bound to vo 5 
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The adventure at the Cape had e 


che court of Denmark; but the Sasa | 

of che capture were not diſtinctly known * ; 

and Staaring had to fear that, if the ol 
| ould hear of his arrival, be might be arrefted; . 5 
and 
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bee put in tons! lb mere bende 

Ad be Cbtäged o Soina frlewds 
Reed hüte bf die Gange „ie men 
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HP paeste , kot Oopeßletgelde leswiag 
* Him his Wife, who did not delay t 
follow him to Holland, where ſhe had hs: 


_ is after to eb ar RUN he 
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"brought! with the kom my jourbeyii tb en 5 
wit iereſting eoetibn'; but Keatecdy a day | 
 [elapl6@bwittiout wy rambling” ius the” eu- 

w te procure voher articles by wth. en- 
large l int Nothing Lame am ib 60206: bc, 
flies, butterflies, chryſalides, neſts, com, qua- 1 
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en IE was byingans of cis me. nen added 
neee ed bee Bed se 
e gbſerve, thatdlifucceeded;im.obiaininga.kngy- 
ledge of theirfqods propentities. habit 
duration of life, more or leſs protracted, of cer- - 
dee owing »$pme ofs,qheſe ,obſeryations, 
zqrhichi are highly, worthy che atention of πα 
| cpnyralifies foal, pulliſhibereaſter At. 4Þre- 
— Taſenhs I mean. th cnH¹νiir lf ic a fue a- 
F eriment, Which, not; falling; ãn Wich the 
e e my; narration, „ ould-heigodfiiered | | 
8. it, ane £apſaquentiy apa! here 
erte with, propriet /. 1 
p ous fon ils fil omud: 9 it 
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nt Roper oN. r 
tear eben cextain folitary anole, places 
5 which it is very diet fer. flies: and even 
for Snata: th ipehctrate ; and Feontluded: that, 
; * discd animal mut long remiain without 
thi ere. cih her of enduring-conluder 


able abſtincnce and bungen, mods boritgo 11 
"Ingen dT pgs 180v2þ 01 gott ven 
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3 „ obs adafed of thid{cirouaſtande3Mtook a 


largergabden.ſpidet baakigh-1 wtloſadrbndet-a 8 
bb Willlabafte nad round the, bomom i 
wich namen e add in this, ſiquation left it for 
05 ri@þotoge;tinr. Norwithſtanding this der 
; privationcbbogd yiteppeargd ducing the hole 
| piriod/equally'vigerouszans Alertz ang L rer 
2 "markedb-no otbed/ aſtefatign ak! that. its belly, 


' $ AGEs. 


| wbickbtnbenime ff impri riſontnent way: the 


(fine « of a out, decreaſed inſenſibly til; at. laſt * 

Was  ſearcely larger than the head of a 1155 

| li pwhas age on N 969. 2lgt miar Jad. 2 uo 
Ko * thew put under he bell e of 

| the fame kind. At drt they kent at a dil. | 

bib ber rierten. and rewalngd, motion | 7 
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leſe; but \prbſently. the nine ne ene 
dy hunger, approke ad and attached the. 
| firanger, : It returned Serra! times to; the. ; 
charge; andvin_ghele different; ennie „ 
enemy being depri red of almoſi-alkits: ns, | 
it catried them away aud xetired ti ita „a. 
mer ſituation to devour them. The meagre, 
dne itſalf had alfo-lofkahrie af: iatabes jon, | 
which iriequilly fed 3-and,{-pajteinbdighayith; - 
Plumpnefs whe in: (dne+fudaſliee: xoftaked dig. 
this rept act Chee, tie new cumerf d. 1 
Prived! öf afl its Mentis uf defenee, fl che, 
next day aſermhes, es {pet deren, 
vd; and is les than-twer alpaca 
al intiabitants6f hte: decamecag-rhumd.. 
| Us it had beet At wei kult: mmh dm edu: 
: Grewent 8 e bose un 10 FRY 77 


ie . bsc all na warn vis: $9 , 
Other animals can by no means endure the 4 
fame degres of liuuger! An abſtipenae of 2 
few. days iptuBfieient:to ꝛdeſtroy hen il i 
N he term ll hal ee, 
we 3 5 to 


WR DU or 10 N 1 
10 , the 'riature of their food! Among bie, 
far example, the gragivorous generally: die in 
the ſpacocof from forty-eight! to ſixty Hours, | 


35 While the entomophagi, thoſe. wha feed on int 


5 ſeQts, wil hold out t tor a ſhort rt period longer. 
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Ba" choſe which can 1 bear abſtir 


nence are ſuch as: live on fruit z a property 


ht le owing probabty 10 their ſtomach, 
which, digeſting! more ſpeedily, has more 
| frequent need of aliment. This quick 1 
don however; is! attended with @ne- advan- 

tage, which is; chat, reduced to an equal der 
$ gree' 0 f inadition by abſtinence, the animal, 
8 if alfiſted; wiſl recover and reſume its ſtrengm 
fooner' than others; With the granĩyorous 
ſpecies this is not tlie caſe. © Yebilztated- to a 
certain point, if nothing but the ſeeds on 
which they uſually feed be given them, they 


can never be reſtored; their ſtomach having 


lod, in pan, us power of digeſtion, The 
carnivorous, on the contrary, retain their dir 
$001 1 | 3 9 geſtion 


* 


— EG —— ͤ ü— — — — — 
£ 
. 


nm x0 DUCT! Ne 
** to the lat moment᷑ j an hege 4 ir 


7 happens that. receiving: the” kind of as, 
which 18 ſuited" to ihem; an ioſtant ys 
neceſſary to their ace tre 2 91 5 oh 5 
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A little rellectlon will enable us clearly to 


7 perceive. the cauſe of this difference. Flesh, 
from its affinity to: the ſübſtance of the ani. 


mal, beconies ſpeedily incorporated, with: it; 


: and, as its Juices are highly nutritive, the 


aſſiſtance it gives is al moſt inſtantanecus, 


Mith ſeeds che caſe: is the reverle ; v to be di 
; geſted, they. muſt remain: ſome time. in the 


} 


ſtomach, where they require to be previouſly 


ſoftened and triturated. This operation i is ter 


55 dious, anch ſuppoſes, belides, a vital action in 5 
«the gullet; a motion —_ force which 6 falling A 
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What F have eddy upon n thinſubjeat is 


not only ſupported by plauſible 3 but | 
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is the reſulr alſo of experiment. 
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A togk two ſparrows of the fame; age, and 
in equally god condition, eee ee | 
bx the want.of gouriſhment,/1o. ſuch a ſtate 
ol weakneſs, that neither gf them was able to 
, tab what, was: offered: him. I. chen f forced 
down. the Throat pf one ſome. bruiſed ;ſeeds; 
and of the other a little. minced: fleſh. In a 
| as few minutes the latter was quite well; while 
: the former, two 0 hoyn ker died. 
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Seele, _homores, granivorous 88 
3a ker enn err 


wich attention, it might be faid, , that 5 
thougly it forms the principal f part t“ of Ger 

% fopd, is t to thele animals a food at the ame | 

time that 1 is inſpfhcient and to too little nutritive, | 
ſigce _ they. add thereto fruit, fleſh, inſefts, . 
gud, in a word, whatever nutritive ſubliance 4 
they meet with. "The. carnivorous, on the 
other hand, whether. they live. on fleſh or on 

inſects, are uniform in their food. One 

| kind is ſufficient nen and denen no 


© recourſe to ſeeds. Ks : 9 2 bos 4-4 1 17 ri f 122 5 
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f At dre Katheted race, the Helio: 
: - fubject'to hungtr and to the frequent wife 6f © 
Todd have appearel to me to be the piles“ 
tu, or ſuch as feed on H Wature ab ab- 
cordingly given them large gullets or Pobchse 
in Which they accumulate, To pea 
bij ſtore e 6 32830 207 10 Ban 
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With ap to birds of prey, , can en- . 
dure hun er for a very conſiderable — 
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1 baye made. on this ſubject 0? | Eh 
ments, but thall content. myſelf with re : NE 
ing A fingle fact, which is truly aſtoniſhing, ods : 
and ſeems fo prove ſomething more that che ot 4 
: mere capacity of enduring abſtinence. e 
1 had A vulture. of the ſpecies called at be 
Gaps chaſſeent * 92 (aung-honter) which 1 


E e 
Nr 3 . * 5 1 
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* The 28. . bere only a tranfltion of en me 
uled at the Cape. The Dutch name is /{ronſjaager t and 35 
the bird /allgded to ig the ſame kund ef vulture ag that 
: ain e WelLadics the carion auß, an 
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5 wantrd-40 kill. 18, net. 10 ſtuſf it „ The 
animal appeszing tao fat far the: purpaſe, | 
ahliged. in 49 faſt... Upgn xiſting it, 1 every 
dl enpescted 30 Had it dead, gr, reduced. ae 
beaſt io or ca knęſg; hut it always he 
8 eee 
eng i ul alive, my Wi as exhauſted; g 
Ind, as 1 bad other cares ſo engage my arten? 
, tion, I put as end to its exiſterice,,. In pre-: 
paring it for, preſerratian, Ii perceived thay it 
cduld haye ved a much langer time; far, 
notwichſtanding its abſtinence, it fill 0 8. 7 
bounded) with fat, that I was obliged to exe 
tract it beferg 1 could. dere in my gper. 
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The lame 1 ig applicable io. qua: 
drupeda. Such as Jive on fleſh will endure 
hunger much longer than others; a fact ſo 
vell kngwn- and atteſted, that I, may, ſpare 


ek ue wouble of proving t. 
40 1 5 1 BB.” 
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ane e aer bener Which other Hotd 

ter "Rive by the chabe, aud wife? 
et to paſs! ſeveral days without 2 

eatitig, will ſuffer no Inconvenienet from: the. 
_ Hitbuthante!” 1 have even Femiithed tut 
this Kind of aliment, Kstever preiudiCeet 
may {exiſt to the contrary, every Thing elſe 
bveiing equal, contributes to rendet the lind 
Vidual Rronger! than any «ther; 0f öl the 
races of men with which I have been a0 . 
quainted, the largeſt and moſt robuſt, Py : 

opinion, are the planters at the Cape and 5 
I Kaow of none that are ſo addidted 16 kn: | 
mil food. I myſfelf, who, bye the nature df 
my journeys," as obliged foriſeverat years: 
live folely on fleſh,.'muſt'-adtnowiedge/thiatt 

_- enjoyed” a of dui better ſtate | 
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ban ninke upon i ders meals a day 11 15 8 
bf cauſe they drink i in the interval, tea; punch, . 


1 and: other” beverages of che ſame en 
which accelerate i its digeſtion. - unten ali DUE. 


-"Boſides thy experimenits-I'profecuted'as to 
the power, more or leſs extenſive, that cer 
tain” animals have of ſubſiſting without food, 
1 engaged in others as to the impaſfibility, ſo 

: to expreſs myſelf, of certain kinds of inſects, 
an impaſſidility by means of which beings, 
the term of whoſe exiſtence i is ſix months, or 
even leſs, appear to have received from na- 
ture the gift of being indeſtructible through the 
medium of thoſe ſenſations commonly called 

5 Palafal, which are N deli ol 

: every thing chat has life, 0.5 5 B nec 
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20 J. took: 4 large redewinged laeuſt af ide 
Lene, opened is belly. and, pulling“ aut it 
intsſtinea, filled the pivity with catton f ab | 
in chat ſtate Lfixzad: it ta the battain of A bam 
with pig, Which paſſed through $5 thorax, 
_ Ivremgingd: there for five months; dun as he 
end: of this peribd it RT ls both: its legs 
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ner, Without, hoover, opening their bellies ; 


Vis che former. ene: and. ic try if I could 
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ene camphar and ſpirit of turpen! 
tine, and 14155 lived: _— — 
ſeveral e ee > NOD 1 5 5 11701 100: 
l VVV 979 
. e tear a 540 fm ay? 9. the phi⸗ 
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L cular horn of a large caterpillaty vtüghicun· 
tinued to fog as if ee had d happened” 
40 it. F 3 
. Ms no male app hne 
1 fomerimes attempred to drown. in 
ſpirit of wine certain. kinds of inſects. The 
moſt robuſt carnivorous” kind would have" 
been ſtifled by it in leſs than two minutes; 
whereas theſe inſects were often alive after an i 
immerſion of twenty-four hours. Ic is well 
known chat Dr. Franklin recovered flies which * 
be found in ſame bottles af wine that had been 
ſent to bim from Madeira, and which he bad 
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: I Sit down at laſt to diſcharge my debt. Di 
20 ferent as are the eircumſtant under 


5 reſume my pen, the” eee to write is 8 
come the more powerful. The'bi of m 85 


long and weariſome —— ſhall not be loſt. 3 
the firſt fruits have been devoured bytherciſeſs . 
_ oppreflors; the misforturie is amply repaid b7 
the ſpeAacle of public liberty. Alufficiently fine 
\ | Harveſt ſtill remains to make me anxious of of- 


_ Ting ir to my country; and this portion, at 
1 Vor do. „ 
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. TRAVELS IR 1 


leaſt, of the only preſents I am able to beſtow, 


will neither be debaſed by tares nor weeds. In 
the ſituation in which I live, I find the image 
of my early independence. I have no obſtacles - 


to overcome, and no corrupt beings to deal 


with, that I may pay to nature the tribute of 
adoration, which ſhe has a right to expect 
from the moſt faithful of her lovers. I re- 
enter the deſarts of Africa once more to viſit. 
her. I ſhall paint her as ſhe is. She cannot 


bur be pleaſed at ſeeing me, when ſhe 3 | 
the efforts that, in this happy portion of the 
earth, have been made to revive her worſhip, 
and rebuild her altars. I will ſhow her her 
which they will be ſeen, Can ſhe be offended. 
if, at fo great a diſtance from the country 
where the firſt appeared to me without eher 
Paint or atiize, a flight veil be thrown over her 
_ charms? or rather has ſhe not herſelf fixed the 


kmits-where change of temperature, and greater 
wants imperioufly demand a modification f 


ber eſſence? Let it then excite no aſtoniſlment 


if, in the relation of my adventures, and de- 
firous of preſerving my ſincerity, a ſigh eleape; / 


me at the ſight of her firſt i image. She had my 
whole a ions; I owe; to her an account of - 
8 7% t- 4307/0 
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all the fecretꝭ of my heart; and this preiilee- f 
tion, hich L cannot forego for che remote 
aſſylum in which I am deſtined to tale up my 

reſidenee by her fide, is an additional homage 
that I render to the _ Mit gre of won” 

tiling her leſſons, Pats fs 

Lund of repoſe, of a ad of felicity; 
land that without toil haſt ſo long nouriſhed 
me; ye ſilent rocks, where I depoſited all re- 
membrance, and all regret of the paſt; ye in- 


chanting ſolltudes, troubled by no ſigh, and 


ſoiled hy no tyranny; ſhould ſome Frenchman 
chance to wander upon your borders, open to 
Him en org Fetreats, and render full . 


| bi edo. eee, for him! 7 
I was ſcarcely returned to the Cape of Goods 
Rena den my thoughts already turned upon 
another excurſion. Sixteen months ineeſſantly 
occupied in travelling and hunting. had nei- 
wishes. The paſſion of increaſiang my kuo-w- 
ledge in natural hiſtory beeame every day mors 
imperious, and ſeemed to acquire ſtrength fromm 
the multitude of objects I had collected My 
fatigues were no ſooner at an end, than the re- 
E ended allo, Finding my- 
N ; B 2 8 "0 
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ſelf in che midſt of a town, and about to engage 
in the goſſip of a ſociety,” for which I was by 
no means formed, I cd nor help caſting be- 


„bind me a longing leck.“ I pludged in iden 


into thoſe romantic retreats, 'thoſe majeſtie fo- 
reſts, of which I had taken poſſeſſion without 
difficulty, and could leave without protectors. 
"Thi \fitange” mixture of feeling and miſan- 
thropy, the ordinary guide of the actions: f 
toy life, abated the pleaſure of ſeeing apath 
friends who' were ſo dear to me; or in other 
words, the Cape was not the place in whiehl it 
would have been moſt re de mie to have 
enjoyed their company. From this ehb and 
flow of pleaſure and uneaſineſs reſulted a fenti- 
ment no leſs ſingular. I mean a total indiffer- 
ende as to the diſcoveries I had made, and with 
which it was my purpoſe tò enrich the fineſt 
and moſt extenſive of all tlie ſeiences“ The 
| "fight and developement of the curious objects 
I had brought back with me to the Cape af- 
forded me but little of heart- felt delight. The 
dramatic intereſt was paſſed. Thus it is with 
the moſt charming concert, 'which often, when 
the eſſect is produced, leaves a vdid in the 
ſoul, and the compoſer is coldly employed ia 
Putting * the COIs of his muſie, 
"0 By 
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95 By degrees ny bociabilütposturnedg end fek- 
ane occomgpzin; the hs enjoy alſo 
any treaſures, I ee innen EI 
e sgi gra Hoc i a ww r 
In all my attentions friendihip had his firſt 
| eee Tonk more: faw, and preſſed to my 
heart, the reſpectahle Boers, whoſe health had 
oceaſioned me ſuch alarm, when L was yet 3 
hundred ahd-fifty ledgues from the Capa, and 
eneamped on the borders of the Kriga. To 
him was I indebted, from the pains he took to 
get mie into his houſe, after my unfortunate diſ- 
aſter in the bay of Saldanha, for all the fruits 
of ſo. curious an expedition. He was eager to 
_ aſcertainy the ſtate of the boxes I had brought 
witk me; as he had before employed the utmoſt 
pflecaution in unpacking thoſe I had remitted 
to him n the courſe of my travels. His zeal | 
had made him ingenious, and ſuggeſted means 
of preſervation that abſolutely aſtoniſhed me.. 
To oblige: me he had become a natural philoſo-— 
pher; and my collection was not only unim- 
paired by paſſing through, his dextrous hands, 
| but he had claſſed the different ſubjects of it. 
Wich great propriety: and intelligence. The, 
ho arrangement of this cabinet, when I did not, 
i TC: eſcaped the accidents, 
| * B 3 ; ; of | 
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of ſo: tedjous a convHeynnec, wana — | 
_ raviſhing. I had felt great anxietyireſpe&ing 
_ this firſt collection. When .I called to mind the 
various ways in which it might h injured, the 
diſtance from which it was ſent, the nature of 
the roads, the ſucceſſive and continual effect of 
heat and rain, and the careleſſneſa, perhaps, ofthe 

perſons to whom it had been intruſted, L expect - 
dd ta find at beſt nothing but à wreck. On the 


contrary, my animals had gained new life, and 


dee to breathe under the eye of their maſ. 
Such cares, ſuch precaution and delicacy, 
3 not fail to e at laſt enen 
e * ene ee $1 | 
A viſit to the has which had REES with 

| me completed my ſatisfaction. Every thing 
they contained was equally brilliant and whole. 
My birds, which amounted to a thouſand and 
eighty, were as freſh as at the moment when 
they were killed and prepared; my butterſlies re · 
tained all their purity, and there was not an in- 
ſect chat had loſt ſo much as a feeler· On this ac 
count the method I employed in packing and 
conveying them became additionally dear to 
me, The kind of box that I invented for the 
ppodd bie been deſeribed in the firſt volume 
o my" former travels; 1 and: experience has ſo 


| g 5 Fi f 338 4 r 5 a 4 * 2 5 
fully convinced me of its excellence that T Gan- 


1 not too often recommend the uſe of it. 
I ! be news. of my return Was ſoon ſpread 
- through the Cape, and a crowd of idlers haften- 
eld from every quarter requeſting to ſee what 
they called my new curioſivies. The trouble of 
-' continually opening and ſhutting my boxes de- 
- termined” me to add this portion of my tiches 
to that which my friend had fo ingenioully ar- 
— fanged in my abſcence. I began with claffing | 
the different ſpecies of birds, not indeed me- 
© "thodically, but, in a natural ſeries, oy palts, 
male and female together, 
Almoſt the whole of Boers' houſe was con- 
verted into à cabinet of natural hiſtory, and 
chiis ſort of decoration, at once ſplendid and 
novel, attracted ſo much company, that one 
might have ſuppoſed it the general place of ren- 
dietvous of the whole town. It was never with- 
out viſitors, What kind of curioſity influenced 
theſe viſitors, and what intereſt was felt for 
che arts and ſeiences, by a people wholly En- 
| groſſed by mercantile ſpeculations, may be 
| judged from the circumſtance, that the objects 
_ which afforded them the greateſt" delight were 
"My thoſe belonging to the tantons 
"OI the town, and that there was not an in- 
| 'B 4 habitan 


8 TRAY; E, 2 1 
e Hf the Cape bot exenin his moſt or: 
dinary Walls, might not obſerve ſubjects. =" 
5 natural Wee een Wbt. to ANF: but 


ſieß produces. a, ; miracle. =? rg our 47 hex: 
men can be 40 indifferent to her worſhip, and 
_ that, the lone of gold exeompen reg pleas . 
ſure bien be diſcoyery of one on . of her ſer 
erets is capable of affording? ... 0 28042 6%, 
. Among; theſe inquiſitiye ee there 
Were many, however, whoſe deportment in 
ſome degree flattered my ſenſibility. At ſight 
of the rareties which I had brought ſo far, I 
remarked a much leſs: intereſt for the fruit of 
my traxels than * the traveller himſelf, Theyßx 
could: zardly conceive the poſſibility of my hav- 
ing eſcaped the numerous perils which had be- 
ſore bern exaggerated 0 me; and, if, like 
Ulyſſes, my family had reſided. at the Cape, 
the report of my death would have given me 
more than one ſuitor, to contend with, and 
more than one Eumeus to ſeduce. de oe 

- 4A. Aill greater number regarding my labours as 
furile-and,woproduAine, were continually teaz- 

ing me, with the queſtion, *© Well; what, gold 
mine have you found?”, Geld ws the, idol ef 
5 As oak, fingle grain of this mnipo- 
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tent metal would, haye produced more effe 
upon. chem than the moſt humane and generous 


ſentiments. Every expedition that brought no 5 
gold with it, as, in their eſtimation, ſo 1 


dime wretabedly. miſpent. . This paſſion 


n for 


gold is the chain that links together the ſcat- 
| tered, Dutch,, 1], remember, that in; my carly 
youth, when my father took me with him tos 


diſtance from the colony, and we brought back 


with us, to Paramaribo, ſome curious objects for 
the, ex embelliſhment of his cabinet, -the-inhabi- 
* tants;never, failed to.aſk;why. nad ok; theſe , 
Things we had not brought gold. 
But let me not forget that J found among 
he crowd ſome enlightened amateurs, Whoſe 


1 ſuffrage were a.counterbalance to theſe. repeated 


mortifications, and by whom, my labours, were | 
in a manner appreciated and felt. 


Ws: 


In the number of theſe, judges I 3 

culariy to diſtinguiſn Colonel Gordon. He 

had traverſed, like myſelf, ſome of the ſouthern _ 
b countries of Aftica. Jo many of the literati 
of Europe Bis obſervations are;known. Should 
he read this account, he will find in it the pledge 
of an eſteem that is without bounds, May it 
induce him to extend Bis reputation by pub-- 
n his diſcoveries.” He owes ene 
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an account of füclt complete the. and 
which relate to ſo intereſting & part of Atries. 
They are the propetty of the ſcience, Which 
would then no longer remain Buried in obli« 
vion. The Colonel was frequeritly delighted 
with the manyantl various ſpecies T had collect- 
ed; and he heſitated not to acknowledge that 
che Sar or 2 88 were nen new I, 


"kim. att YARNS > 51,5 CG SAT; | 
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interfered with, or eontrouled my favourite 


| purſuits, abſolute miſter of my time, and diſ- 


engaged from every affection but that of the 
chace, I gave myſelf up to its exerciſe like a 
true ſavage. A ſavage indeed has no induce- 
ment but want; whereas I often affixed to the 
conqueſt of a ſingle object whoſe exiſtence I 

had diſcovered, a price that no watchings and 
no fatigue could counterpoiſe, Whenever, al- 
lured by the cry, or other token of ſome new 
bird, the ordinary means were inſufficient, 1 
ſet my invention to work that” it might not 


eſcape, and if it were neceſſary to ſpend a 


whole month i in purſuing, or rather in waiting 
for my prey, I immediately pitched my tent, 
and never quitted che cr wo I = <7 
1 „ 8 

125 Ir 


. 


2 


1 . 
II is to this unbending perſeverance'T owe | 
the advantages of poſſeſſing almoſt every ſpecies 


WET” oy 


of bird belonging to that part of Africa over 


which I travelled. I uſe the word almoſt, be- 
cCauſe there are certainly events that exceed the 
nmits of our power. Who does not know, for 
inſtance, how much the changes of ſeaſon are 
calculated to drive from the hunter, or bring | 
within his reach, ſpecies of birds, which he can 
chen derive only from-chance? It is thus with 
birds of paſſage, / In countries ſubject to heavy 

rains, to long droughts, or conſiderable varie 


ies of atmoſphere, ſuch birds no doubt come 


and go much oftener than in Europe, where 
ve experience no alternative but that of heat 
- and cold; and no ſportſman; however dextrous, 

_ ouglit to expect any thing more than to obtain 
a collection that ſhall bear ſome degree of pro- 
portion to the variety of ſpecies: to diſcover all 
chat exiſt of this Lind, the lie of an _— 
_ inſufficient, tf, 

My days were uſefully and 1 almoſt holly 

| — in elaſſing my treaſures, keeping my 


cabinet in order, and thinking upon the means 


of ſupplying its deficiences, in order to form 4 
aomiplete ſyſtem, that ſtiould one day, under 
_ the W of er eonſole me for the inen- 

"_ 


3 3 diſcipline that egnngt be commenced again 


| , Jequel..,. 4 1 77 200 1 #371 To 53 el. 72 . WS 


5 DAVIES IN 


bee f ſiudyingihe aha 
and depgive me f regtet at che regolleQion. of 


but by-a-recommencemient of. life. I promiſed 
my ſelf in idea. greater pleaſure from my ſecond, 
than I had enjoyed in my firſt travels. The 


compaſs of experience Would now be my guide 


anf enable me toſurmountithe moſt tremendous 


|  obſtades, How far our foreſight can extend, and 


how near a ſecond precipice frequently; is to 
that which wen kaneacaped. win be deus 


„had in a manger Wann all that was ner 
ceſſary for my expedition: but the moment K 
my departure from the Cape did not advance ſo 
mapidly as wiſhed... A perſon Whem I had 
| looked. for with the, moſt. tormenting impa- 
tience, whom Lad. not ken ſine (BY MINER, 


ther a ig or 3 ik abſent. This As 
no other than Klaas, who at laſt, ſuddenly pre- 
| {ented himſelf before me. There was then at 
| the houſe. of the. fiſcal; a ſelect, but numerous 
party of friends. Klaas enjoyed, wherever he 
went, no dan le ſhare of reputation. 
The aſſociate of my travels, and entruſted by 
me more particularly than the reſt-with the exer 
„„ . | cution 


? 
* 


l K Wb % x 2 


7 cadon of diy: Pig Licon net bed Hit 
in my pratſes of this my" farchful privy-court- 


"6a ſellor. "His ſudden arrival! excited In the Höfe 


of Boets the moſt tively curioſity. by” Nothing 


was thbught of but my friend, ang, as he en- 


tered, every one ſpontaneouſly roſe from his 


fear! 1 had oed erery thing to his attachment 
arid” fidelity, änd he inftaritly received teſti- 


monies of eſteem that were a ſort 6f comiperiſa- 
tion. The fiſcal drew his purſe and made him 


4 me pteſent; an example that was 


followed by the Whole company. 'Stupified 
5 with aſtoniſhment, Klaas locked at the wealth 


that was thus ſhowered upon him, and thought 


himſelf as rich as the governor himſel. 


A ſingle thought, however, with which Ks 
mind laboured, ſoon abſorbed every ſentiment 


that aroſe from this unexpected reception. 
Upon entering, he had advanced towards me 


to teſtify his joy, but his emotion was ſo great 
as to deprive him of utterance. He alſo had 


à preſent to make. With halF- opened mouth, : 
and eyes brimful of tears, he held out'a packet F 
: to me, conſiſting; of a box or' two, upon Which 

he appeared to fix an extraordinary value?! 1 
played a little with. his agitation, Which ihn! 
c reaſed the ſilence of moe doe were ſpeRtators | 


of - 


fd — 
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14 5 TRAVELS 1 


of che ſcene, At laſt L relieved him from Ine . 
barraſſment, or he would otherwiſe, I believe. 


have remained all night in the ſame attitude: 
* Well,” faid I, * for whom are theſe boxts ? ? 
9 « For you, for you! ſaid he. They are 
« full of thoſe animals of which youare ſo fond 
1 IfI have been tardy 1 in returning, it was only 
3 2 "Fat I might not come empty-handed, and 
without bringing with me ſomething to 
| « prove that I had not forgotten you. IL am 
<« afraid, however, that the birds are neither . 15 
by beautiful nor ſo rare, as thoſe en, we _ * 
| . killed i in our excurſion,” : e 
Judge of my aſtoniſhment andi Jos cats | 
upon opening the boxes, I perceived a well a- 
i ranged collection of handſome inſects, with ſome 
birds very expertly ſkinned, and agreeably to the - 
method which he had ſeen me ſo often praQtice * 
in the deſarts. I freely confeſs that no teſti- 
mony of favour or eſteem has ever filled . 
heart with ſo pure and delieious a ſentiment as * 
| this frank and artleſs proceeding on the part of 
my Hottentot, and the knowledge, that dur- 
ing our ſeparation, which had by no means 
been ſhort, his thoughts had been employed 2 
ſolely upon me. Worthy and excellent nas 
WAA: 7 . of. Europe, match me if you. IE 


AF * 0 3 | 15. 
1 3 ingenious 8 ſubs 


lime ideas of generoſity, a trait of friendſhip 
and feeling, ſimple and genuine as this. My 


dear Klaas, how often, invited to the houſes of 


perſonages of rank, complimented by ſome, 


* carefſed by others, diſtinguiſhed by all, how 
| often, in the midſt of flattering. favours and 


brilliant promiſes, have I opened your box of 
inſets, and thanked you for the ſhort, but de- 


licious inſtants of pleaſure, which formerly di- 
verſiſied the tedious hours, when my ſingle. xe- 


ſource was to diſplay to you my donate 


and unwillingly to entrap your applauſe! 
Klaas did not ſtay long after he had pens 
ed his preſent, The treaſure he had received be» 


to depoſit his wealth. Having firſt learned 


from him, that the other companions of my 


trayels, ſcattered here and there in the vicinity 


of his horde, were tranquil and happy, my eat - 
tle in good condition, my waggons and furni- 
ture under cover and ſecure; and my whale ca- 
ravan ready to attend me at a moments ſum- 
mons, I embraced enen ene 5 


ſuffered him to depart. 


| gan to embarraſs him, He thought of the wife L 
| had given him, into whoſe hands he was eager = 


Aer unezpeged mu on the alle | 
| brought 
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 biGaghtts my recolleioh Anlsthepe eat 
of mytravels; 1 Food frictid, à faithful Tervant, 
extremely cunning, Seoul ff expedicnts in 
times of emergency, and by whom Thad more 
than once been extricated from embarraſſmetitz 5 
The whole company were deſirous of Teeing i 
him, and we walked towards his houſe as if to 
inform him that I was on the point of ſetting 


8 off. There was a ſort of playful contention? 


wo ſhould be the firſt to tell hin the news. 
The reader will perceive that Tam Tpeaking” 42 
of my ape. There could be no feſtivity unleſs 
be was of the party. Boers and myſelf were 

accuſtomed to viſit him every day after dinner, 


and to take with us ſome of our deſſert. Na? 


turally gentle and carefling, he was free from | 

the faults of his ſpecies, and had rather imbibe> 
_ thoſe of his maſter. He ſeemed alſo to have 
acquired ſome virtues, for he Was ſenfible to 
kindneſs and civilities, and always eager to re- 


pay them. I knew but one perſot whom he 


would not ſuffer to ſtroke him; and to him he 


bore a moſt extraordinary enmity.” This War 
an officer of the Pondicherry regiment, Who 5 
lodged like myſelf in the houſe of the fiſcal , 
and who, to try the affection of my ape, pres _ 
"OX one day to ſtrike me. At als IO 


ne er ay. 
Wigan: Kees, Wag in a terrible rage, and | 


fropi@Qchat momenttogk;a diflike to the officer. 
At nyhatgyer: diftance he perceived him ap- 


proachipgs; his, cries, and geſtures ſufficiently - 
 dengjed the deſixe he felt of avenging me. He 
_ gringed-his tecth and made the moſt: painfyl 
| efforts, to dart upon. him. In vain had the o 

Fender frequently attempted, hy the offer of 

dainties, to ſoften his anger. Reſentment had 
leſt a profound hatred in the ſoul of works 8 


er it required a long time to efface.. | 


The impotence of his exertions, to = 5 
e che ſtain which,my honour had ſuffered , 
by the affront, denotes. that the unfortunate | 
dag was chained. It was che fear of loſing | 
bim that induced me to adopt ſo degrading a 


meaſure. His fame had gained him ſuch nu- 


mereus friende, that, if he eſcaped from he 

_ houſe, he was ſure to be ſtolen, either hy the wi 2 71 
Aailors who Would have conveyed, him on 
heard, or by the inhabitants of the Cape, Who 


ould have ſecreted. him till. I was, gone, or 


even by the las who! would have roaſted and 


esten him. . 253 


ſenſe, of his ſlaxery. Boers, indeed, had pra- 
e <a a. TRY, RPA OI: * 


* 


Li Ts 2 281 "Wo 


Jaws Poor l cn; We a,, melancholy = 


. vir LS A In” 5 
is chere any enjoynientwithour nbeny bK 
| ape; beſides, poſſeſſed a degree "of moral per- 
ception, Wkich rendered bis ſituation mere 
1 Painful tat it would have beeh to à 'valgar 
| ape. e moment he ſaw me, he: fewrthe: 
whole length of | his chain to meet me; aid it 
"was me in r that he ſeemed to 'upbratd | 
with ingratitüde for His captivity. The period 
ef rendering him happy every day drew bearerʒ 


; J hardened myſelf againſt” his importunities, | 
for I loved him too well to give him an u | 


dent teſtimony of my affeQion; 1) tl 
In reakity, I ſhould have Md eve thlog to 
fear if Thad had the wenkneſs to have yielded 
to pity: He might have eſcaped of his'own. 
accord. A ſentiment fill ſtronger than friend- 
hip might every inſtant Hive allured him a- 
way. Eis not with the ape as with other d- 
mieſtic animals, whom inſtinct attaches to the 
— where they' have been brought up, and 
Who always return to it; whether, Hke the dog, 
they have greater fondneſs for the maſter than 
the houſe; or, like the cat, more attachment to 
the houſe than the maſter. The ape; on the 
ceontrary, indocile and refrackory, incapable of 
L Lalling remembrance either of the one er of 


5 the other, retains a propenfity to-independ ENee, 


-— » 


= 


* 0 . - * 9 z 
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lich te mülcdeſt education; or the tendereſt 
treatment cannot correct. Beſides, eſembling 
in ſome degree man, in the formation and uſe 
of his members, he is like him alſo in the fa- 
culty of propagating at all times his ſpecies ; 
and the reverſe, therefore, of other animals, 
who, in this reſpect, are in a ſtate of virtual in · 
capacity, except in the fixed and periodical ſea- 
ſons which nature has aſſigned them. Kees 
had ſtill his virginity, and had never known 
pleaſure. The flighteſt ſpark would have ſet 
him on fire; an inſtant, was ſufficient to con- 
vert him into a libertine; and if, with all the 
iadiſeretion and vivacity of youth, he had once 
luſted after a female, his maſter would iſoon | 
have been forgotten; he would have: fol- 
lomed her into the depth of the woods, and 
would never more have returned. Extremely 
ſond of Kees, and unable to prevail on myſelf 
to loſe him, I uſed my power as a deſpot, and 
1 him wind 190 1 apa FRAN —_ 
Lliked.- - | 


The 1 wil as theſe dan Ther A 
are intereſting to a traveller like myſelf, who 
has no brilliant exploits to relate, and no 

. of invention in which to loſe im- 
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ee e eee e | 
| -exeiirſjon Thad in view. This new enterpriſe 


5 8 numerous preparations. I flattered 
8 myſelf that”? in a few days they n 3 be 
_ - corpleted. | The fatigues of my former enpe- 
dition were as perfectly diſſipated as if it 
had been undertaken ten N e At length 
7-4 Kas ready t0 depart. ee 


Uufortunately! it was hs Arieſ ſealduref the 
year. Such of the inhabitants to whom had 


—— my projects, and who were 
moſt intereſted in my welfare, notwithſtanding 

the deſire they felt that 1 ſhould complete my 
diſcoveries, were continually urging me to 
8 wait for a more favourable. period. The wea- 
ker, they laid, was. inauſpicious and unſcaſon- 


able. As if the weather and ſeaſons which pre 


vailed at the Cape, and in the neighbourhood” 

ol the ſea, muſt neceſſarily be the ſame at the 
diſtance of ſome hundreds of leagues in the in- 
terior of Africa. I had already ſome: etperi- 
ence upon the ſubject; but I was weak enougd 
Yr to yield to the perſuaſions of theſe over - timid 
friends. Another project inſtantaneouſly! oe- 
curred. to my mind. I accordingly deferred 


my departure till the ſeaſon arrived that was 


f repreſented as ende It all arenen 


Wet z 1 
q . * * 
* * 4, ** 


Ar RO e 
. was this e * 


What n it e do eee 
me. * 1 4 fit 


e had 2 15 . myſelf Snake” - 8 4 
FE Cape. The circumſtance by which I had been 
induced. adjourn my grand expedition, was 4 


an additional motive with me to undertake an 
excurſion j in theenvirons of the town. It would 
at leaſt be food to my impatience ʒ and I ſhould | 
find in this reſource, the only one that ured” 
ütſelf amidſt the eternal weariſonĩeneſs with 
Which I was beſet, ſome compenſation for the. 
- . delay; Which the: ſeaſon had impoſed upon 
me, I had learnt, in the ſhort converſation 1 
had had with Klaas, that the two Hottentots 
to. whom I had committed the care of my oxen, >." - 
and the equipage of my caravan, waiting the 
| + fignal-for a ſecond expedition, had conducted 


2 


ö my cattle to the paſtures of Groene-kloof, and 

7 that my goats, agreeable to my direQions, had 

„  rentained in Swart- land, under the eye of my 
x - fiend Slaber, who, uniform in his zeal to ene 

1 me, had taken charge of them. 
Wat reproaches did I not caſt upon e 

a ll for having neglected; fince my return to the 


Cape, this worthy and reſpectable friend ! By. 
8 what * what Ns what laws of de- 
e 3 OO Corum. 
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5 RAVELS 8 
. he i n of good E 
m ſo lotig prevented the paying him a vi- 


Gt? Where could I taſte a more pure and ge- 
nüine plealure than under the roof of this hos © 
neſt planter, who, after my misfortune at Sal- 
danha bay, when 1 had loſt every thing I pol⸗ N 
ſoſſed, and was wandering in a ſtrange land, land; - 

Without aſylum, without money, without 
friends, without any kind of reſource, ſavecd ines 


tion of this virtuous African occaſioned me the 
. moſt poignant regret. flew to his habitation; 95 
Which received for the third time one of his 
- deareſt children,” The careſfes of this charms 
> family were beſtowed on me in profuſion, - 
From the ſurpriſe and joy they exhibited; and 
_ the ſudden diſorder that prevailed in the bel, 
one might have ſuppoſed it to be the celebra- 
* lia of an ancient feſtival, or the return of ſomes 
important perſonage from an illuſtrious b +: 
dition. Nothing was thought of but how to 
render my abode agreeable to me. The pics 3 
olf pleaſure that were moſt within their reach 
and my own, were parties of hunting. "They: 
- contrived ſuch às were particularly amuſing, | 
A ſober and tranquil excurſion now and. then 


3 „ | inert OT of this more fatiguing 


. "SON 3 


at once from ſinking in deſpair? The recbllec- 
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aue. 2 3 of Sie- 
ber / were the directors gf theſe excurſions, and 
there Was a fineſſe and à grace in their con- 
\ trivances;: for this purpoſe, that. one could 
ſtearcely have expected ſm women ſo remote {i 
from che cuſtoms: and goquetry of Europe, || 
For example, they imagined, they could not 4 
 '-preſenvto the regards of their impatient and u- a ' bi 
mourous gueſts, a ſpectacle better calc lculated. 0  _F ' 
__ prolong his viſit than that .of his. own; horſes, 2 Ws j 
_ browſing i in the fields near their habitation. © _ 
They led me, without my having the leaſt 
ſuſpicion of the matter, to an agreeable aſcent, | 
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Where I found my little ſtock in the moſt en- _- 
viable ſtate. of felicity and fatnefs, They were 118 
| indebted for their proſperity to the perſonal at», " 1 
tentions of my fair friends. We came nearer, "08 Wi . 
And a new ſubject prefented itlelf to my ſur- > "1 J8 
i Many of my female goats had yeaned, | 8 


and brought me ſo many kids. No man wW-jÿ 
das not been in the ſame ſituation can * 
what I fek at this time. My animals W | 
the only poſſeſſious that had never oecalioned | i 

me regret; /montification, or uncaſivels. The 
: benefit L had d-rived from my goats in my firſt 

 journey,-allured me of the {till renewed and 
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receive. Iris with 1 deren rene 


| | incident. May future travellers derive” "*Þ 
- tion from it; for; however dee e - 


their precautions in other reſpects, they muſt 


expect to ſuffer amidſt the deſarts of neee 


95 they do not provide themſelves with "oxen hap 
5 and young goats as play-fellows.” YO 


It was at laſt neceſſary to tear myſelf from 


tis incomparable family, whom 1. ee 


more than once to call upon, in the courſe of 
my rambles round the Cape. kept my wor.” | 


This tranquil and auguſt habitation, indeed; like | 


_ an irreſiſtible Toadftone, often attracted me ata 


. conſiderable diſtance, and I experienced no 


* 


fubject of pleaſure that I did not haſten to NY | 


poſit in the Wer of the PR 0 that 


neee „„ * F 
I have ſomewhere Lata; kr one of a men 
who were moſt attached to me, and from 


- whom'T had derived the greateſt ſervices 3 XN 


periods of danger, was old Swanapoel. 
had diſpatched one of his comrades to 8 
him to come to me at the Cape. He haſtened 


thither immediately. I conſidered i it as parti- 


; cularly incumbent upon me to recompenſe his 
fidelity; and in telling kim that we were to 


+ een 5 A a ſecond 9 * 
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- ne e — neee a as 
by no means trivial. 
An unfortunate event bad ee 1 
place, that had nearly coſt him his life. In 
the heat of a quarrel, and from a ſudden 
impulſe of anger, he had ſtruek a Hottentot 
woman, Who had died in conſequence of 
the blow. The circumſtance having been re- 
— in an unfavourable light, to the 
Juſtice of the canton, who. had no great 
kindneſs for him, poor Swanapoel was ſen- 
tenced to be baniſhed, for the reſt of his days, 
to Roben iſland. He had already reſided 
5 there ſeveral years, when the declaration of 
war between England and Holland cauſed the 
iſland to be evacuated,” and the convicts to be 
conveyed on board the company's ſhips. It 
was at this period that I entered upon my firſt 
travels. I have ſufficiently ſpoken of him in 
the courſe of my narrative; and ſo W 
did he diſcharge the offices I appointed him; 
that I conſidered his crime, which was known - 
to me, as having long been expiated. My 
friend, the fiſcal, who had enquired. into the 
| particulars: of the old man's tory, did not. 
Wait for my report of his character to do him 
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conduct, he was deſirous of recompenſing his 


| 2 artfully inſtill beforehand into my Hlot- | g 
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ſome degree of juſtice. aSolregionmbn- — 
account, the laws of which he was the inter- 
preter, he granted me, before I had time to 


requeſt it, Swanapoel's liberty, as long a8 1 
| ſhould have need of his ſervices during my 


abode in Africa. 1 promiſed on my return to 
apply to the government in his behalf: but 
ſoon after, by an impulſe of generoſity that 1 
could hardly expect, Boers ſet him completely 


at liberty. He did more: affected even to 


tears by the account I gave him of this man's 


fidelity to me by a preſent, which he after - 
wards made him, of a complete ſet of traveling 
accoutrements, and by an order chat he ſhould 
receive arrears of pay for the whole me 
that he had been with me. Such were the 
ũelicate and provident attentions by which my 
friends, in emulation of each other, ſought 
to encourage my zeal, by intereſting in my 
favour, in a thouſand ways, the companioas 1 
had choſen to partake of my dangers: and 
thus, by aſcribing to me all the merit of 
actions of which I was but the object, did 


ne, that e lubordination and obedi- 


ence, | 


b KR 1er  #þ 
ence, without which no traveller in Africa can 


extend his We b e c ws OR 
me colony. . OP Ya” 


To enhance the favour, FI fleal bad 1 5 


entirely to me the pleaſure of communicating 
this intelligence, ſo agreeable to the perſon 
whom it particularly concerned. How ſweet 
is the recovery of freedom and | honour! 
Scarcely had I uttered the words, you are free: 
ſcarcely had I begun to relate what my friend 
had done for him, than, impelled by gratitude, 


and as if reſtored to new life, the old man 


threw himſelf upon my neck, which he 
bathed with his tears. I was ſtrongly im- 
8 and agitated. It ſeemed as if it were 
1 chat had been torn from baniſhment and 
rellored to ſociety. All the evils I had expe- 
rienced on board the Middleburg were at once 
pictured to my mind. I looked back, through 
a period of two years, to that diſaſtrous mo- 
ment, when I had myſelf ſtood: in need of the 
pity of mankind; a moment ſo fatal, that it 
Was impoſſible for me to ſuppoſe I ſhould: one 
day have an opportunity of exerciſing towards 
another the ſame commiſeration, at once ſo 
natural and affecting, as I then experienced. | 
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?, cn Whietethe tsch c Swanapoel was ſomes 0 
_ what appeaſed, and he was capable of attend- 
ing to me, I told him my projects, and 
grand expedition indeed this was impofiible, 25 


a 


e, 
; FF; * 

: 

" 


From its uncertainty: and the difficulties that 
might attend it, and conſidering too his 
advanced age and the fatigues of our former 
journey, I could not think of taking him ſo 
far, + But the colony afforded a field ſuf- 
ficiently ample for me to be deſirous of availing 


myſelf once more of his ſervices. I ſhould 


have been hateful to my down eyes if, at a 


6 


time when he had ſo much reaſon to, rejoice, 
and when there yet remained of life a ſhort 
interval which he might ſpend in tranquillity 
and honour in the boſom of his family, I had 
expoſed him at a diſtance to the riſk of pe- 
riſhing. The offer I made him of our tra- 
verſing the colony together ſeemed perfectly 
40 ſatisfy him; or at leaſt if he felt mortiſied 
at the idea that I ſhould take him no farther, 
| he was careful to conceal it, and even after-⸗ 
wards, in his intercourſe with my people, not 
a word of diſcontent eſcaped his vos e 


* have ai SHO: in my former 


ee, | . narrative, 


Aeli 1 


narrative; che reaſons that induced ce to ad- FR 
here inflexibly to my plan, of keeping at a . 
diſtance from the habitations of the eslony, 
and of having no intereourſe with the planters. 
Beſide the interruptions and inconveniences 
ve e their viſits would unavoidably occaſion; I 
had always a conſiderable ſpot of ground, 
N ſort Gf 1 eſtate, to overlook, 1 which: 1 2 neyer ) ; 
found in better order than when we had none 
of theſe neighbours about us. It may be 
; remembered what cauſe I had to repent a 
deviation from this rule at Agter- Bruintjes- 
Hoogte. Though I had - intercourſe with 
theſe planters for four hours only, it ſpread 
ſuch a ſpirit of inſubordination in my camp, 
- that it required all my firmneſs to re · eſta- 
blüich order and a good underſtanding. To 
this unlucky circumſtance, to theſe firſt fruits 
of ſo dangerous a communication, do I; eee 
the misfortune of never viſiting the coun- 
try of Caffraria, a country ſo extremely u- 
nious, as to merit of itſelf a ſeparate &x- 
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pedition, and ſo intereſting, that I ſhall [1 
all mx (wa $6 me not YO known | | 
| it. "ay ont 4s 1 n . þ 
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In my Neuen an of 3 wb colony, : | 
" properly. ſo called, and ſtudying the humour 
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of its Haines) tint poliſhed: enen + 
| could not avoid incurring ſuch riſks. 1 took 
care, however, to affociate with ſuch Hot- 
— from whom I had nothing to fear, 
or whom I could diſmiſs at my pleaſure. The 
kitle excurſion became everyday more intereſt⸗ 
ing to me. It was in a manner the frame 
af the grand picture I was deſirous of ſketch- 
ing. To have rambled; during my abode at 
the Cape, from habitation to habitation; in 
the neighbourhood of the town, was little 
gratification: to me. I muſt penetrate farther,” . 
and make the tour of the colony at large, to 
B procure, if poſſible, a topographical plan of 
| it. A radius of forty or fifty leagues would 
| ag too inſignificant a diſtance to prevent my! | 
returning the moment 1 deſired it; and at 
preſent there ſeemed to be no plan better cal- 
| culated to conſole me under the mortification 
I elt from the e 1 of . 1 | 
1 "mo thedeſart. 7765 ne 
It was in this little tit 1 engaged 
Swinagoel;" I did fo with the leſs reluctance, 
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é conſidered it only as a pleaſant journey, 
| that would be' unaccompanied either With 
* fatigue or danger. I allowed him a day or 
4 dwo to enjoy with his friends the liberty that 


e ee e appointe 


his return as the ſignal of our departure. He: 


u ea to his e and the moment he 


me fuch e and doch enkel 
bp as are indifpenſable, when the intention ĩs 
N to paſs ſome time in the country. The cold= 
ny was thoroughly known to Swanapoel, whot 
Had adviſed me not to incumber myſelf with 
uſeleſs luggage, aſſuring me that I ſhould in 
all caſes find ſufficient opportunities for the 


ſupply: of my wants, and be every Where 


received with the kindeſt and moſt liberat 
hoſpitality, The practice of this admirable; 
virtue, which is almoſt baniſied from the 
face of the earth, was off ule to me on this 
occaſion; but it would have been fatal to my 
people, whom it would have diſguſted withy 
the fatigues they had to ſhare with their chiefs} 
_ and infallibly en ther from follow 
ing me. 8 | wr n 71 

I tock the route of deere esd in- 
tending to proceed from thenee to every point 
el the colony, as far as the Twenty-four Rivers). 
_ and/afterwards' to return by way of Swart- - 
and, where Fhould have an ne 
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4 my worthy friend Slaber. Nn e Joon ill 

I T ſhall enter into no particulart reſpecting 

| the productions of the different cantons, their 
ſtſtate of cultivation, and other objects of which: 


Which the company has converted into a. 
- bathing place for the ſick, and which is 


| \ brooks, and fountains, had each their ſecrez 
: ; ſymbols, and called: to mind; ſome benefacent. . 


deity, 1 would have eres. to * naiad of | 


#1 
a 


once more repoſing tnyſelf at: 


L have already treated. I ſhall eonfine myſelf, 


in the few obſeryations I have to make, chiefly; - 


to the character of the inhabitants, and their: 


made of living; digreſſing only for a moments 


to notice an excellent ſpring of hot water 


therefore called the hot-baths. It was there 


chat Boers, in a ſtate of deſpair, and abän- 
daoned by his phyſicians, recovered his 
| health.) Hom gladly, would I, have ereGed 
EY temple: upon this ſpot, which had been, 
the means of ſaving a valuable friend whom 
death had ſo long perſecuted! IL would; have 
ſurrounded it with a fence, and have had 
it deified. In imitation of the charming 
and magick ages of mythology, thoſe days of 


profound and ingenious fiction, when rivulete, 
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ls waters a homage that Paſt would 
1 have conſecrated. 

In viſiting. Franche Hoeck, T aid not, 2 
HE regard. without intereſt that race of | 
French refugees, formerly perſecuted by their 
-unjuſt country, ſtripped, proſcribed, diſhonour- | 

ed as ſo many wretches unworthy to exiſt, 
MW iftims: of fanaticiſm and intolerance, and 
deſtitute of every other refuge, they repaired - 
to this miſerable ſolitude, which the pity of 
ſome neighbouring governments aſſigned 
them; a pity which, would have feared to 
have allowed them a reſidence too near the 
ſeat of their original diſaſter. | Baniſhed from 
France; they have even forgotten the language; . 
but they; have not forgotten their calamity. | 
Their cuſtoms they have borrowed from the 
Dutch, their original character being totally 


loſt; but they are diſtinguiſhed, for the moſt 


part, by the darkneſs of their hair, which forms 
_ [a ftriking contraſt with the almoſt white hair of 
the other inhabitants. It is thus that inviſibly 
are deſtroyed the modifications that the life of 
man receives from his government, his educa- 
tion, and his laws. Every thing is gradually 
aunihikzted, recompoſed, revived; a few. tra- 
A N ditions 
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lf . *qiticns- only remain, as wen, dee, 

1 through ſucceſſive ages. 

| | The lot of theſe unhappy fupinives, mar- . 
ftyrs of their religion, whatever it be; who 

have forſaken every thing, even the tombs of 

/ +. their anceſtors, to tranſplant themſelves to the 

[| extremities of Africa, excited in my breaſt 

4 the moſt tender commiſeration, of which they 

1 - -- Title ſuſpected the cauſe. Since my return to 

L France, though immenſe oceans ſeparate us 

. each other, this intereſt has daily in- 

ereaſed. Liberty would willingly. efface the 

very remembrance of ſo daſtardly a proferip- 

tion. The younger children of theſe wretched 

parents will perhaps one day find, in their 

Es old country, the enjoyment of all#he bleſſings 

[-- | which the rage of prieſts: and the fatal eh 

„ plailanee of a deſpot have robbed them of. 

? Is can no where ſo property relate as — 

| „ the manner in which grants of land were 

5 formerly made in this ſo long uncultivated 

| country, and the uſages that ſtill take place 

upon the ſubject. I could wiſh the reader to 

SC de particularly attentive to chis 'accountys in 

wich he will diſcover ſomething ef tlie ori- 

335 En of human MRS and- fs. 1 
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lde it to chance, which directed my Nope . 
t the Rooye+ Zand, or Red. ſand colony. 

Fatigued with the extreme heat of the 
Heather, and deſirous of teſting. myſelf, 1 
one day at noon entered an habitation that 
offered itſelf, where it was my intention to 
remain till the cooh of the evening. There was 
nobody in the houſe but a young woman, of 
a charming figure, and who appeared to be 
about ſixteen years of age. I paid my reſpects 
to her, and, agrecably to the cuſtoms of the 
country, ſaluted her. My eyes involuntarily 
wandered round the room. Conceiving that 
my aſtoniſhment aroſe from the circumſtance 
of her being alone, ſhe anticipated what ſhe 
imagined I was about to ſay, by telling me 
that her father and mother were abſent upon 
buſineſs, - Surpriſed they ſhould be from 
home in the burning heat of the day, I aſked f 
by what accident they had been compelled > 
L leave her. Why,“ faid ſhe, „We were 
4 told this e that ſomebody had plant- 
0. ed a baaken (a ſtake) upon our eſtate; and 
* „ my parents, alarmed at the: intelligence, 
5 immediately ſet off to enquire upon the 
. | © ſpot into the truth of the report. At a 
1 Da canceive how a ſtake driven into the 
5 1 g . BO i 


* We s % 


* n SAN 


Sy —————————— ˙ Ee. — 2 * 


4 
Ls 
[ 
hy + 
n 


36 . TRAV ki 6 iN No i 
"bling could be of o much Inaſportanbes as: to 
oblige theſe planters, contrary to their uſual 
_ cuſtom, to expoſe themſelves to the intenſe 
heat of the ſun, and even to abandon their 
daughter, I replied: very ſimply, that if. one 
man, paſſing ' by, had planted this take, the $ 

next comer would perhaps take it away again, 
and that there was nothing in the circumſtance - 
fo extremely urgent. I even offered, if her pa- 

rents did not ſucceed in diſcovering it, to pull 
it up myſelf if I paſſed that way. The buſineſs, 
the ſaid, depended neither upon them, upon 
me, nor any other perſon, But her father, 
ſhe: added, would ſhortly be at home, who 
would give me a more particular hiſtory of 
the baaken. Meanwhile ſhe invited me to take 
ſome refreſh ment, and'to bear her company. 
Her parents, as ſhe had ſuppoſed, ſoon ar- 
rad. The father careſſed her for detaining 
me, and I was loaded with civilities on the 
part of the mother. We fat down to 
table. An unreſtrained cheerfulneſs preſided 
dt the meal. The melancholy affair that had 

occaſioned ſuch alarm Was eee Nas * 

3 ſatisfied. 123 

1 longed for Ae Pollen lune of he 
abe Theſe n e are flow in their 

Sa ; motions, 
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look out for a ſituation that may ſuit him. 


When he has found it, he ſets up what is 
called a baaken, as much as to ſignify to 


motions, and it was not till after many pre- 


ambles, in which however I gave myſelf up 
to the moſt charming diſtractions, that my ; 


hoſt began as follows. 
Lou muſt know, ſaid he, «chat, in this 


« country, to ſee and to poſſeſs are nearly 
ee 


the ſame thing. When an inhabitant of 


the Cape wants to obtain a ſpot of ground 
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occupied. Then he returns to the Cape, 
« and applies to the government for a regular 


40 


in the colony, whether for agriculture or 
for grazing, he traverſes different cantons, to 


any one who may be looking out with a 
ſimilar purpoſe, that the ſpot is already 


permiſſion and title. This fort of ſolicita- 


tion is ſeldom refuſed ; but, as the grants of 


uncultivated ground made by the company 
are. uſually a league ſquare, it happens, 


ſometimes from miſtake and ſometimes from 
| malice, t that 1 the baaken has been ſet up upon 
the ground. of a former. Proprietor ; or that 
in the circumference granted him, of which 
the baaken! is the centre, ſome part of ano- 
f ther man' s land is included. In this caſe, a 
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7 "nh aun the diſpute, arbitrators are ſent 
for, and a deciſion obtained. If the queſ· 
tion be not much involved, a compromiſe 
A is eaſily made; but in many caſes i it happens 


6 otherwiſe. Then commences a regular 


& ſuit at law, and an eternal ſubject of va- 
4. & riance” and hatred between the two parties, 
* Another misfortune in ſuch. caſes is, that 
NP the original proprietor is rarely at liberty to 


e quit his farm, and to undertake the ma- 
nagement of his own cauſe, which aſſured- 
«ly he is the perſon to underſtand beſt, 
The trial, however, goes on, and the ad- 


© vocate, who has frequently never ſeen the 
© ſpot, acquits himſelf as well as he can. 
„The. judge, who is equally in the dark, 
s gives ſenterice accordingly; and thus your 
* Europeans, who think that no people have 


6 underſtanding and reaſon but themſelves, 


11 60 forget that they have not leſs a monopoly 
8. of corruption and vice. The ſimpleſt diſ- 


ce putes often terminate in the ruin of fami- 


% hes, while nobody gains by chem, except 


| « it be the Judge, whoſe trade thrives upon 


« this ſpecies of .nouriſhment. The planters, 
* on the other hand, whoſe condition re- 


*1 moves them from the buſtle, ſubtlety, and 


ARS N inteigys 
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„ ie ante, . 
«, intrigue of large towns, ſettle theſe things. | 


in the cleareſt and moſt ſagacious manner, 


with no other inſtructor, but good ſenſe, 


* and no other guide but reaſon.” - Philoſo- 


\ pher as. my: hoſt affected to be, and though 


his countenance, which became animated at 
every ſtroke of ſatire that eſcaped him againſt 


the inſſitutions of ſociety, was expreſſive of 


conſiderable energy, candour, and good ſenſe, 
L have taken the liberty of abridging his nar- 


rative, leaving it to the reader's imagination 
to ſupply what 1 have omitted. 
I proceeded on my journey in \ the evenin g. 


, 1 receiving a kiſs of peace and Bus will 


from the whole family. 


From Rooye-Zand I paſſed i into the canton 


of the Twenty-four-Rivers, the moſt pleaſant 


ſpot, beyond diſpute, in the Dutch ſettle- 


ment. It derives its name from the numerous 


ſtreams by which it is watered; and hence we 


may judge how productive and pictureſque it 


muſt be. The principal canals, alſo, by the 
drains 3 are judiciouſly cut, convey - 


| abundance and fertility to all the cultivated 
grounds in the neighbouring farms ; and the 
inhabitants exerciſe conſiderable {kill in in- 
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IE or diminiſhing the body of theſe Was . 
| D 4 ae ters, 


SS 


ters, ſo favourable to their erops. In no part 
of the colony do the meadows enjoy the ſame 
degree of ſmiling verdure; the freſhneſs of 
which is ſuch, that the ſight alone is ſufficient, - 
in this burning climate, to faſcinate the eye 
of the traveller, charm his imagination, and 
actually ſuſpend his fatigues, The canton of 
the Twenty-four-Rivers is the Eden of Afriea, 
where we walk through groves of pampelmoes*, | 
citrons, and oranges; where the ſmell Is de- 
liciouſly regaled by tho perfume of the flowers, 
and where a ſlight ſhade invites to repoſe, to 
thoughtfulneſs, and meditation. Every thing | 
round theſe gardens equally tends to ſupport: 
the deluſion of enchantment, The eye ex- 
tends to a diſtance, and beholds a magnificent 
horizon. Some riſing hills embelliſh-and di- 
verſify the plains, which are bounded 'by 
mountains, the ſummits of which are hid 
among the clouds. We find at our feet 
whatever is neceſſary to our wants, or that 
conſtitũtes the enjoyment and luxury of life. * 
The attraction of this ſpot is ſo great, that 
| we cannot help wiſhing we could build. an ha- 
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* A ſpecies of citron that bears in the Weſt-India 3 


Illands the name of ſhaddock: the fruit is larger than the 
; ange of a redder pulp, * 0 n flavour. e 
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bitation and ref de there for ever. The ouſt es 


are cloſer together, and are gradually increaſ- 


— 


ing; ſo that I ſhould not wonder if they were 


ſhortly to exhibit the ſpectacle of a ſecond 
town in the auc and the valley of the 
Twenty four Rivers become at laſt the 
richeſt and moſt populous country in the en- 
| virons of the Cape. b 
I have ſaid, that it was my intention to . 
return by way of Swart-Land to the Cape, and 
ſpend a few days with my good friends, or 
rather, as I may call them, my good rela- 
tions, the Slabers. Among the diverſions in 
which we were accu ſtomed to engage together, 
there was one that, at the time it was propoſ- 
ed, and even after I had made the experiment, 
ſingularly aſtoniſhed me. They had promiſed 
to procure me ſome birds, which were not in 
hot collection, and which were unknown to 
Whenever a novelty of this kind was 
| 5 queſtion, I was always prepared the inſtant 
it was. ſtarted, Accorcingly I took up my 
. fowling-piece, and was ready to be gone. 
Stop, ſaid they; © leave if you pleaſe 
your fire arms, which will only incom- 
+ mode us. The chace to which we invite 
* you is of a new kind; having never ſeen 
15 "Tt 08 will make but «forry figure. Follow 
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«us then,” and be ſatisfied for once with being 
« an humble ſpeQator.” | 

My guide yoked his oxen, 0 we 5 of; 
1 with a long and enormous. whip, whick 
the planters make uſe of, and which I have 
already deſcribed; I with nothing but a ſtick, 
"which ſerved me as a cane. Arrived at the 


ſoene of action, he took his plough, and 


began to trace out a furrow. The new earth 

no ſooner appeared, than I ſaw a vaſt quantity 
of very ſmall birds flock together from every 
oh and almoſt alight upon-the plough-ſhare, 
which they eagerly followed. Of what eould 
theſe birds be in purſuit, that neither the 
inſtrument. which was in motion, nor the 
man who directed it, could terrify them? 
Alas they darted to the ground to devour 


creatures animate like themſelves, the maggats, 


worms, and inſects which the plough expoſed 


to their view. So unexpected a ſight was al- 
moſt perfect eeſtacy. It had one alloy, however. 


Empty-handed and without weapons, I Was 


obliged paſſively to contemplate theſe deyourers 
of inſects, without being able to ſecure one of 
them. Theſe. birds were killing animals 
weaker than themſelves; I was deſirous of 
| Killing the birds; while perhaps behind me 
was ſome more ferocious beaſt longing to treat 
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doubt he was laughing at me. / Immediately, 
flouriſhing his enormous whip, he brought to 
the ground with a fingle ſtroke the very ſame 
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me with the ſame kindes oe the 


ſlighteſt preamble, Slaber coolly aſked a MW; 


which of the birds 1 ſhould like to have. 
ventured to point one out, though T had no 


bird. In twenty inſtances that I put his {kill 


do the proof, he never once miſſed his aim. 
This dexterity of the whip, indeed, is an 
acquirement general among the planters; but 


 Slaber: was an adept in the exerciſe, whom T 


never ſaw ſurpaſſed.” It forms/an article in the 
education of their youth, and is in my opinion 
of more worth than the imbecil ſports of our 


ſchools and colleges. I ſhall return again to 


this ſubſe hereafter, eas it Hand oa 


| minuten inveſtigation. 


There are ſome cantons, e A 


Which this art is much leſs practiſed than in 
others. All the planters have neither the ſame 


Occupations nor the fame uſages. They lead, 
indeed, for the moſt part, a life 6mple and uni- 


form; there are points of contact and habits 


of reſemblance that apply to them all: on the 
other hand, they differ according to their ori- 
gin; and though the wonotony of their life ex- 
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4 us chen, and be ſatisfied e with being 
5 «an humble ſpectator .- 

. My guide yoked his: oxen, md; as for — 
1 with a long and enormous whip, -whick 
e planters make uſe of, and which I have 
already deſcribed; I with nothing but a ſtick, 

which ſerved me as a cane. Arrived at the 
We of action, he took his plough, and 
began to trace out a furrow. The new earth 
no ſooner appeared, than L ſaw. a vaſt quantity 
of very ſmall birds flock together from every 
fade, and almoſt alight upon the plough-ſhare, 
which they eagerly followed. Of what could 
5 theſe birds be in purſuit, that neither the 
- inſtrument. Which was in motion, nor the | 
man who directed it, could terrify them? 
Aab! they darted to the ground to devour 


creatures animate like themſelves, the-maggats, 


worms, and inſects which the plough expoſed 
to their view. S0 unexpected a ſight was al- 
moſt perfect ecſtacy, It had one alloy; however. 
Empty-handed and without weapons, I Was 
obliged paſſively to contemplate theſe devourers 
of inſects, without being able to ſecure one of. 
them. Theſe birds were killing animals 
weaker than themſelves; J was defirous of 
5 Killing the birds; while perhaps behind me 
; Was ſome more ferocious beaſt longing to treat 
„ 1 me 
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de ich the W kindinefs.” | Without. the 
lighteſt preamble, Slaber coolly aſked me 

Which of the birds 1 ſhould like to have. 1 

ventured to point one out, though I had no 

doubt he was laughing at me. Immediately, 
flouriſhing his enormous whip, he brought to 
the ground with a ſingle ſtroke the very fanie | 
bird. In twenty inftances that I put his {kill 

- tothe proof, he never once miſſed bis aim. 5 
This: dexterity of the Whip, indeed, is an 
 nequirement general among the planters; but 

laber was an adept in the exerciſe, whom 1 
never ſaw ſurpaſſed.” It forms/an article in the 
education of their youth, and is in my opinion 
of more worth than the icmbecil ſports of our 
{ſchools and colleges. I ſhall return again to 
this: ſubject: hereafter, thinking it eee to a T9 ho 
winner inveſtigation. | 1 

There are ſome cantons, e in 
ieh this art is much leſs practifed than in 
-others,” All the planters have neither the fame | 
-ocoupations nor the fame uſages. 'They lead, 
indeed, for the moſt part, a life ſimple and uni- 
form; there are points of contact and habits 
of reſemblance that apply to them all: on the 

other hand, they differ according to their ori- 
b e ex 
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tends over the whole ſurface of A EY and 
they, in conſequence, exhibit at firſt ſight ti 
the traveller no diſcriminate features, there are 
_ nevertheleſs ſhades that deſerve to be pointed 
out, and which may ſerve the better to make 
known the character of this as yet new nation. 
The planters of the Cape may be nee 
da three claſſes; thoſe ha reſide in the vi- 

- cinity of the Cape, within a diſtance-of five 0 ar 
ſix leagues; thoſe who live farther. off. in the 
Interior parts of the colony; and, laſtly, thoſe 
who, more diſtant ſtill, are found at the ex- 
tremity of the frontiers among the Hottentots, 
Ihe firſt, wha are opulent proprietors, and 
have handſome country - houſes, may be likened 


to what was formerly called in France petits 
ſeigneurs terriers, and differ extremely from 
the other planters in eaſe and luxury, and par- 


ticularly in their manners, which are haughty 
and diſdainful. Such is the reſult of wealth. 


| "The ſecond, ſimple, kind, hoſpitable, are cul- 
- _ * tivatars, who. live upon the fruits of their. la- 
bour. Here we have an example of the good 


effects of mediocrity... The laſt, poor enough, 
yet too indolent to derive ſubſiſtance from the 
- ws have no other. reſource than the produce 
* Ene acer which aer feed as they can. 
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Like the Beduia Arabs, they think 1 „ 
the trouble of driving them from canton to 
| canton, and from one paſturage to another. 
This wandering life prevents them from build- 
ing any ſettled habitations, When their flocks. 
' oblige them to ſojourn for a while in the ſame 

place, they conſtruct, in haſte, a rude kind of 


hut, which they cover with matts, after the 


manner of the Hottentots, whoſe cuſtoms they | 
have adopted, and from whom they in no re- 
ſpect differ, but in their complexion and fea- 
tures. And here the evil is, that there is no. 
preciſe ſituation in ſocial life to which theſe 


miſerable beings belong. 4 


Theſe ſluggiſh tribes. are held | in 3 by | 
' their induſtrious neighbours, who dread their 
approach, and remove as far from them as 
they can; becauſe, having no property of their. 
own they ſteal without ſeruple that of others, 
and, when in want of paſturage for their cattle, 
conduct them ſecretly to the firſt cultivated 
piece of ground that comes in their way. They 
flatter themſelves they ſhall not be diſcovered, 
and they remain till every thing is devoured. 
If detected in their thefts, ſquabbles and con- 
tentions enſue, and afterwards a ſuit at law, in x 
_ * to the magiſtrate „ 
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8 N . which ectiinouly rminates i 
ing three men enemies, Te W the perfor 
robbed; and the judge. TE £ 
0 Nothing can be ſo mean ak eg as hi | 
conduct of thefirſt deſeriptiom of planters, when 
they have any thing to tranſact with the prin- 
rel officers of the company, who may have 
ſome influence over their let; and nothing ſo 
- abſurdly vain and ſo ſuperlatively inſolent as 
their behaviour to perſons. from whom they - 
| have nothing to hope and nothing to fear, 
Proud of their wealth, ſpoiled by reſiding near 
a town, from whence they have r e e | 
a luxury that has corre and vices that have 
degraded them, it is particularly towards ſtran- 
oy” won 5 9 e west N and . 


| 80 who! inkabit the interior of the e 
try, you muſt not ſuppoſe they regard them as 
brethren; on the contrary, in the true ſpirit of 
Contempt, they have given them the name ef 
e a word anſwering to the lowoſt 
deſeription of clown. Accordingly, when 
_ theſe honeſt cultivators come to the town upon 
: "oy kind of buſineſs, they never flop by tlie 
way at the houſes of the gemry Fam: ſpeaking , 
of; they: know too well the inſulting manner 
„ ER Opn Ib 
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, eee ers A. | 
in wich they would be received. Ose might 15 
ſuppoſe them to be two inimical nations, always 
at war, and of whom ſome individuals only 
| met at diſtant intervals, upon buſineſs ert re- 
lated to their mutual intereſts. | 
What diſguſts me the more in the ;nfolends 
of theſe Africans is, that the majority of them | 
are deſcended from that corrupt. race of men, 
takes from priſons and hoſpitals, whom the 
Dutch company, deſirous of forming a ſettle - 
ment at the Cape, ſent thither to begin, at their 
--riſk and peril, the population of the country. 
This ſhameful emigration, of which the period 
is not ſo remote but that many circumſtances 
ol it are remembered, . ought, I conceive, ta 
render particularly modeſt thoſe who are in 
the moſt diſtant manner related to it. On tlie 
contrary, it is this very idea that moſt contri- 
butes to their arrogance; as if they flattered - - 
themſelves that, under the guiſe of ſupercilious © 
manners, they could hide the abjectneſs of their 
origin. If a ſtranger arrives at the Cape with 
dhe deſign of remaining and ſettling there, they 
conceive him to be driven from his country 
by the ſame wretched circumſtances which for- 
merly baniſhed their fathers, . and they oo 
_ with the moſt * contempt. 
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; 3 This elenchely falling, 1s; . more to be 


RO. I as the contagion has ſpread, through 


N every reſidence about the Cape, Which 
BV in reality a very charming canton. Embel- 
liſhed by cultivation, by its Aae vine- 
yards and pleaſant countrychouſes, it every 
where exhibits ſo varied and Alder a pro- 
ſpeck, that, were it oeeupied by other inbabit= 
__ants, it ae excite no JE but - thol 
A of pleaſure. n 5 i . 
I myſelf een, 8 no intereſed motives 
bud brought to the Cape, who had nothing to 
A. fk of them, and who had come into Africa 
For the ſole piirpoſe of ſtudying nature, was 
once ſubjected to the impertinenee of their re- 


i 18 5 F 0 ceptions, and learned from experience of what - 


it conſiſted. The adventure is pleaſant: Thave 
 ofte laughed at it with Highs and. ſhall di- 
. geek for a moment to relate it. 
One day my friend took me to 3 th „ 
To 8550 vineyard of Conſtantia, and introduced 
me to the proprietor.¶ We were received by 
bim, not only with the ſame attention and re- 
ſpeciful manner that all the inhabitants of the 
colony ſhowed towards ĩts priucipal magiſtrates; 
but he was eager to lead us over the/immenie 

| . ſo wide that the en wagon might | 

5 turn 


5 


Oo 3K He 


1 
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. acl 


1 caſk, with legal atteſtations. 


% 


\ The name'of this man was Cloere. When 


| buſineſs of any kind called him to the town, 


he ſeldom failed to pay 
his court to the fiſcal; and in che courſe of theſe" 


viſits he pretended to be extremely deſirous f 


vrhich was frequent, he 


ſeeing me again at his houſe, at Conſtantia. 
Fading Mttle artraction in the beauty of a cel- 


dur, or à caſk, I had always excuſed myſelf. 


But one day he was ſo urgent in his eritreaties, 
nd propoſed, i in ſo obliging a manner, a hunt, 


in which His ſons were to accompany me, and 


which promiſed conſiderable amuſement, with= 


out requiring either preparations or expence, 


ned a day with him. 


dee u word; and repuited'to: Cons 


at the appointed time, in company with 


ing tue habitation of our hoſt; how great Ws 
our ſurpriſe at che parade of oſtentatious gran- 


deur, and the air of ſtately ſuperiority, with 
hoods ACE recoiyeds and n formed a 
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mous aſks, 'with'-hoops of braſs extremely 
1 and the age of the wine marked TM. 
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five demeanour L had obſerved, i in, him at the 


hiſcal” 8. Once returned to his domains, and 


ttentate forgot, i in a moment, Pay th Foun and 
©. his ſuperichs. 1485 


finding himſelf u more at his eaſe, this petty po- 


n 0 


'# 
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We 56 BCT d dhe reception. as Sable 
As the firſt emotions of diſpleaſure, Jheſitated 


. ? 0 


Whether to ſtay or go; : and conſulting tke looks 


* 


of my companion, whoſe eyes in like manner 

ſeemed to be interrogating mine, 1 waited only 
for his ſignal to determine me: but, when re- 
flection had calmed a little our reſentment, we 


IN "thought it much better to ſtay; and amuſe our- 
ſelves even with the hayghtine of this ia 


-vine- dreſſer. tine, <0 | 


Fra 


The ſupper was, ien, 5 Was an 


ae 
An 


abundance.; and variety of diſhes, elegance in 


1 the decorations, and every thing ſuitable. The 


:obje& of this pageantry. and magnifieence Was 


0 dazzle and leſſen us. So lntle did the pleaſure 
of his inſigoificant guete enter into the account, 
that we were ſerved with the common wine of 


the country, while, he had the impudence to 


; 5 drink himſelf, beſore our eyes, ſome: choice 


Horben Which his ſaves e out for him. 
iy Having 


Oe WA. 
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A Revisg left the table, and retired to our ap- 
| 3 we found: this adventure ſtill more amuſ- 
ing chan it was groſs. We reſolved, however, 
toy be even with our hoſt, and to read him, in 
return, a uſeſul leſſon-. He had promiſed to 
| viſit us at the Cape; and we formed the plan, 
-in-recotapenſe for his wine of Bordeaux, to 
preſent him with ſome wine: of the worſt 
ſpecles that could be procured; which, if it 
diil not inſpire gaiety, was at leaſt calculated to 
inſpire viſdom into the inflated: brain 10 35 ; 
rr, ee 
: Eli ed een eh eehte 
. awoke in the morning, and were ſaluted 
with à moſt admirable concert playing under 
our windows! Delighted with the enchant- 
ing founds, we endeavoured to gueſs their 
cauſe. We aſked each other, how it could 
happen that this ſatrap, the night before, ſhould 
have ſhown himſelf ſo haughty, and now/diſ- 
play the moſt refined attention? We concluded, 
that either his rudeneſs was the affair of a day, 
dor that, being ſobered by a night's reſt, he haſt- 
ened to obliterate from our minds the negli 
gence with which we had been treated. Our 
conjectures and tour praiſes were of ſhort du- 
%%% . 
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ron. The toricert was Amen led for the 
amuſement of our hoſt, and not for ou and 
Als was not the firſt time that it had-faluted 
che walls of his palace. This great man ae 
uceuſtomed to be thus 'wwaked every morn- 
ing; and he retained; for the expreſs pur- 
Pole, fifteen Naves e Aida iv" mu- 
=_ execution 
Before we ſet out on our . we . 
our prince laying aſide a part of his dignity. 
i Perhaps he ſawy the effect that his grand airs had 
produced on me and my companion. He was 
ufraid that at the Cape we fhould be diſpoſed 
to amuſe the town's people at his expence; and, 
for a parting glaſs, he preſented us with e 
<hoiceſt produce of his cellar; the wine ſo much 
celebrated in Europe, and which often lends its 
name to the moſt impudent counterfeits, which 
are offered to us with the higheſt oſtentation. 
What I have ſaid of the diſguſting and ab- 
Fard pride of the planters near the Cape, muſt 
not be applied to them all indiſcriminately. 
There are ſome, who, by no means, deſerve 
dhe reproach z/ and in this number I pattics- 
tay include” Becker, whoſe houſe is the-abode 
wy _ and . No honeſt. e 
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manners, cuſtoms and occupations, a claſs by 


themſelves, perfectly diſtind from that I 
have been deſcribing- Situated farther from 
the Cape; and, of conſequence, not having 
the ſame opportunities for diſpoſiag of their 


commodities, they are leſs rich than the firſt. 


We ſee among them none of thoſe, agreeable 
country-houſes, which, placed at different difs 
tances from the town, embelliſh the country as | 
we paſs, and afford ſuch charming, proſpects. 
Their habitation, which is about the ſize of 4 


large coachrhouſe, is covered with thatch, and 
divided into three rooms hy means of two pary 


titions, which reach only to A: cyrtain height. 
The middle apartment, in which is. the enr 


trance to the houſe, ſerves at once both as: a 
- parlour and eating · room. It is there that the 


family reſide during the day, 3 d chat they er 
ceive their tea and other viſitors· Of the twg + 


ee one forms a, chamber for the male 
E * * | 


— 


ever enters it without experiencing ĩhoſe pleaſ- 

ing attentians, the reſult; at once of palitegels 

aud generoſity. Becker, however, Was n 
born a the Cape, but is, L believe, a German 

As we advance into the country, the planters 

te a ſort of farmers; and canſtitute, by their 


children, 
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childrenpa and the oth: for the females = 
wich the father and mother. At the back 
the middle apartment! is a farther room ſerv- 
ing for a kitchen, The reſt Wee Erbe c 
conſiſts of barns and flablesꝛñ bo 
Bauch is the distribution which is generally 
; followed-in the interiot plantations of the %] 

lony : but nearer to the frontiers, where there 
does not prevaibthe ſame eaſe of circumſtances, 


the habitations are much leſs commodious. 


They are merely a barn, conſiſling of a ſingle 
room, without any diviſion, it which the whole 
family live together, without ſeparatingy.either | 
day or night. "They: ſleep upon en en 
WINES" ſerve them alſo for covering. ee, 
The dreſs - of theſe planters is ſimple and 
W That of the men conſiſts of a check 
ſhirt, a waiſtecat with fleeves, a large pair of 
trowſers, and a hat half unlooped. The wo- 
men have à petticoat, à jacket fitted to their 
ape, and alittle round bonnet of muſlin. 
Unleſs upon extraordinary occafions, neither 
ſex wears "ſtockings." During a part of the 
year, the women even walk with their feet. 
quite naked. Tlie occupations of the men re: = 
2 1 55 that theirs ſhould have ſome covering; | 


A | | | ; 4h 8 | f ; and 
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—— they maks" from? @ piece 5 
che hide of an ox, applied and ſhaped te the 
foot ſoon after the animal is killed, and whiles 
the hide is yet freſh, >. Theſe ſandals are the 
only article of their dreſs which they make 
themſelves; the reſt is the buſineſs of the do- 
men; Who cut out and prepare their whele 
Vardrobe. Though the equipment L have” 
mentioned conſtitute the every-day-dreſs of 
the planter; he has, however, a coat of hand- 
ſome blue cloth, which he wears upon days of 
gala and ceremony. He has then alſo:ſtock- 
ings and ſhoes, and is dreſſed exactly llke an 
Furopean. But this finery never makes its 
appearance but when he goes to the Cape; 
and then, indeed, is not put on till he arrives 5 
at the entrance ofthe town. % n en, 
It is commonly in theſe journeys that! they 
A pada ſach things as they may wantito refit + 
their wardrobe. There is; at the Cape, as wel! 
as in Paris and London, a ſpecies of ald=clothes+ 
men, Who deal in commodities of this: ſort; 2 
and wha, from their enormous profits, and the EH 
extortion they practiſe, have obtained the name 
of. Caßſe- Smouſe, or Cape Jews. " Theſe traf 
0 i at all times, to ſell their goods: : 
7 E hn „„ at 
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Aa dear rate; but they vary the price in pro- 
portion as their ſtock is great or ſmall; of 
courſe they bear no fixed price, and the planter 
_who comes from the deſert, and who can un- 
derſtand but . of HEN ns 0 
be duped. dr e e eee 

On the has Wy the a $a 
ho! knows the probity of theſe farmers; and 
bow punctual they are in the payment of their 

enen s every effort to prevail on them to 

open an account with him. He tempts them 4 
op the pretended cheap price and excellent 
n of his ſtuffs, and offers to remit the 
payment till their next journey in che follow- 

ing year. It is ſeldom that theſe people, ſim- 
ple and unexperienced as they are, perceive the 
craft that is preſented to them under this guiſe 
of kindneſs and civihity. If they ſuffer tbem- 
ſelves to be prevailed: upon, they are ſhackled 
for life. Upon their return, there are new 
purchaſes to be made upon the ſame con- 
dirions; and thus, year after wats in 
debt, always buying without prompt payment, 
they become the prey of an extortioner, who 
raiſes: to PRIN vides out annere 
/ ets ane anT+ 
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—— buyers, after being thus duped 
at the Cape, commonly, return home; only; to 
make dupes of others. The cunning that has 
been employed to deceive tham, they emploꝝ in 

cheir tun to tempt the Hottentots who are in 
their ſervice. The remnants of ſtuff, or the 
frippery garments which they bring back, are 
ſold to theſe unfortunate ſervants with ſp great, 
4 profit, chat commonly the wages of a. year 
are inadequate to the pay ment, and they find. 
themſelves, like their maſters, i in debt for the 
year that is to come. In the end, therefore, it ĩs 
che poor Hottentot that pays for the extortion 
at the Cape. The cireumſtances I have here 
oY gin are an epitome; of the practices of 
the world in all conditions; of life. The ſubtle, 
knave always knows how to impoſe... a tax, | 
upon the fool, who, having paid it, attempts 
to ĩmpoſe it upon ſome other fool; ſo that at, 
laſt it is the greateſt dolt chat bears the burthen. 
And thus do men chain, themſelves together 
by means that * in "reality; to Kuens 
them. de A 
One * ſuppoſe that the . ths | 
alas which I am ſpeaking, from their prac- 

1 ders of 3 * beeſtou ſome atten- 

8 tion 
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tion upon che cultivation ebenes and 


fruit. This would be: ſo much the eaſier to- 5 


| thenij'as/havitg) acquired gratuitouſty a con- 


— 


ſiderable portion of ground, they can be in no 
want of a ſpot for à garden. Meanwhile I have 
ſeen no roots or otlier vegetables regularly cul 
ti vated in any of the interior parts of Africa, 


except in the cbuntry of the Auteniquas: Every: 


Where elſe gardening is unknown; and if you 


find & fluit-tree near any of their habitations, 5 


it is planted there e as ſome great and un 


common eurioßty. 113 9 55 9 9187 518 r 


' Cuſtom has e is 'planters inſenſible 


to the want of fruit and pulſe. The facility 


with Which they reat their cattle makes up for 
this privation, : as their flocks afford them plenty 


of proviſion. ' The chief food is mutton; and 4. ; 
their tables are loaded with 0 gon e as ha 


a one at the fight. 1 i ng: 
From this mode of living, heme are in dit co· 
lonies, as in other places, not only a uſeful ob- 


. Planter undertakes himſelf the care of watching 


over his flocks, © Every evening, when they, 
return from field, he ſtands at his door, with 


2 "Rick" in his hand, * counts them over: 


„„ 
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obe by one, im order to be ſute dhat none — 
re 5/145 | (Ec eur IU TUTD 
People ho have era than 
a little agriculture; and the ſuperintendenoe of 
2 flock, muſt Rave long intervals of idleneſs} 

Ii is thus wich the planters, particularly thoſe 
wh live in the interior parts of the eountry; 
and wh being unable, on account of theit diſ- 

tance from the Cape, to diſpoſe of their corny. 

never raiſe more than is ſufficient for their 

_ own' conſumption} From the profound in- 
action in which they live, one would ſuppoſe 
their ſupreme felicity to conſiſt in doing no- 
ching. They ſometimes, however, viſit each 
other; and upon theſe occaſions the day is ſpent 

in ſmokings and drinking tea, and in telling, or 
liſtening to, tales of romance, that are equal 

neither in merit nor 1 to the Ray of 
; Blue-beard. „CCCCCCCCCCC WIE SIR S IIP 110 
As every man always carries ich him 
erer he goes, both a pipe, and a tobacco-— 
f pouch made of the ſkin of the ſea · ealf, he is 
ſure in theſe viſits to have one ſource" of amuſe- = | 
ment. When way one of the company is 9 
deſirous of lighting! Bis pipe, he takes out his — 
Pa: and}: OE filled, Paſſes i it'to the reſt, 
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This is a civility: that is never omitted. How. 
ever numerous may be the party, every body 
ſmokes: the conſequence of which is a cloud, 

"that, riſing at firſt to tha upper part of dhe 
1 room, increaſes, by degrees, till it fulsthe whole 

houſe, and beeomes at laſt ſorthiek, that it is 


impoſſible for the ſmokers to ſee one andther. 
Sparmann has given of theſe: ſmoking parties 


an account equally; humourous and true. For 
myſelf, hom the ſmell of tobaceo particularly 
incommodes, Lconfeſs that when theſe infec· 


tious fogs began to deſcend to a level with my 


head, I left the room and ran into the fields 
10 ebe a purer ei "_ to cleanſe. uy : 


W - LA! a 10 WHO 
There! is 3 Ws hide 3 an in- 


| CME repugnance, Leewd: never prevath on 
myſelf to adopt: I mean the evening bath; a 
cuſtom ſo eſteemed ke the Greeks, and which 


recalls to the memory periods ſo delightful, and 


manners ſo happy. But how extreme . 


difference between the Ulyſſes and Nauſicas of 1 


he Greeks, and thoſeof the Cape ſ L have already 


obſerved, that neither the men nor the women 


| wear ſtockings, and that the, latter alſo, for a 
conſiderable part of the year, go without ſhoes, 


* As ) " 
- * 
* — 
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wy OY practice of this kind wit n 
doll che feet, they remedy the inconvenience by 
a daily habit of cleanlineſs. Every evening, 


before they go to bed, the Hottentot or negro 


woman WhO performs the drudgery of the 


_ houſe, brings a tub of water into the middle 
of the room, and waſhes the feet, firſt of the 
father and mother, then of the children and the 
reſt of the family, and, laſtly, of the ſtrangers. 
As the tub ſerves in turn for the whole com- 
pany, without the water being once changed, 
it may eaſily be imagined that I, who was to 
eome laſt, diſeovered no great eagerneſs to leap 
in. To excuſe myſelf, 1 pretended that ĩt was 
cuſtomary with me never to take off my boots, 
till 1 was upon the point of getting into by. 
ws the exciſe was admitted.” | 
Theſe civilities however, dined by te 
pureſt | intentions, and -which originate in the 
[uſages of the remoteſt antiquity, have in them 
a romantic and ſacred character that at firſt 
fight ſtrikes the imagination. How ungrateful 
mould I have been if I had ſeen only the dil- 
agreeable ſide of the queſtion, and had felt my 
heart unintereſted I, who place in the rank 
_ of firſt neceſſaries that virtue, ſo little known-. : 


7 4 ; —_— 
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our days, of hoſpitality and all che hs 
| Which 1 it enjoias ? 1 have been too,frequetitly | 
4 the object of this brotherly love, wllich offers 


N 2 us a family and friends when at a diſtance from 


our own. I have always met with this tender- 
neſs and affection. Every one has been offi 
_  .cious to ſerve! me; father, mother, children, 
all have ſtrove who ſhould beſtow on me the 
| greateſt attention; not by . thoſe gentilities, 
dmoſe expreſſions, hall formed, but full of hy- 
pocriſy and falſhood, which are the portion of 
your well-bred people; but by that frankneſs 
and ſmiling good nature which place a man at 
his eaſe, and baniſh from his mind every idea 

of embarraſſment and conſtraint. 
Thoſe who underſtood that I had nde 


1 Ailtant excurſion into the country, and had 


paſſed near their habitation, reproached me 
with unkindueſs for not having turned a little 
out of my way to viſit them. They ſpoke of 
the pleaſure 1 it would bave ifforded. chem ; and 
aſked, in a tone of concern that was a&Qiog, 
how I could prefer ſleeping in the open air to a 
85 comfortable lodging in their houſe, where they 
_ -would. have conlidered i it as a duty to render 
my abode as pleaſant as was in their power. 
. 1 l 
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Pn at chat dim the pbjec for which Eg velle d 
_ among them depended, I conceived, for its 
N upon my keeping at a diſtance. 
What proves ſtill farther the extreme ba 
3 and henevolence of theſe people, is, that 
5 2 ſtranger, the moment he is received by the it 
| maſter of the houſe, becomes in a manner a | 
member of the family. Aceuſtomed to a family 
-ife,; they delight in ties of affinity, and co 
ider inthe light of a relative every perſon they if 
love. The children who climbed my knees, 1 
1 either for the purpoſe of eareſſing me, or to ad- | 
wire and count my buttons, called me their 
5 .grand-father,, 1 was the couſia of the parents, 
and the uncle of the daughters; and among my 
nieces, I frankly confeſs, there was more than | 
one whoſe artleſs 1 importunities and eloquent 


1 1 


eyes have frequently made me forgetful of 
the hour I had fixed for leaving g them. 
Upon entering a houſe, the form of faluta- 
tion is, to ſhake hands firſt with the maſter, 


| 
and then with every male perſon in the com- 1 
pany, arriyed at years: of maturity. If there | 48 
Happens t to be any one whom we do, not like, 1 9 
| 


2 he band! is refuſed to him; and this refuſal, - 5. 
i 10 common a. reflimony of Sh 
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Fiſitor conſiders him as his enemy. It a 


Jooked-upon. as a formal decluraion a 


the ſame with the females in the ec 
They are all embraced one after another, and 


| to make an exception would be a ſignal affront. - 
Old or young, all muſt be kiſſed. 1 48 4 be, 
'nefice with the duties attached to ie, 3 


At whatever time of the day you enter e. 


eaſt! 'of a planter, you are ſure to find. the 


kettle and tea: things upon the table. Thie 


| Practice i is univerſal, The inhabitants nexer 


drink pure water. | tif; a ſtranger preſents him 
ſelf, it is ten they. offer him for refreſhment. 


35 This! is their common liquor in the interval af 


meals, and in one ſeaſon of the year, when . 
'often- happens that they have neither beer nor 
vine, is their only bev&age. IN niet 
If a ſtranger arrives at dinner time, befare . 
the cloth is taken away, he ſhakes hands, em- 
braces, and immediately ſeats himſelf at the 
table. If he wiſhes to paſs the night, he ſtays 


; without ceremony, ſmokes, drinks tea, aſks the 
news, gives them all he knows in his turn; and... 


che next day, the kiſſing. and ſhaking hands 


being repeated, he goes on his way, to pers .. 


2 ellewhere the Ats ceremony. x; 10 
k 15 1 offer 
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fe „ner © 
offer money on; theſe. arti nai? | 
mann 
— be fuppoſes tha RY 
un, in ſuch a ooüntry, mut be totally di: 
ſerene from tliat f Burope. The children 
| have nat there, as with us, inſigniſicant drums, 
trumpets; and other pretty but uſeleſs to., 
which we give them to drive away their mt 
lance, and render them qeſe troubleſome... W1ih 
the Africanus, the ny amuſement the child 
know, ſarves unt. he ſame, time! as the tv 
mencempnt-of their education. , | 25, 
It. 10 baſtomgry, when, the cars, 9h aggan 
belonging to a Planter in not 'employedy; 9 
leave iWin che open. air dy the ſid of the houſe · 
As ſoom as the children can climb g the board 
that ſerves for i; ſeat, they place themſelyesupon Fe: 
it; and, ih a hip in; their hands, exerciſe 
themſelves-iri- commanding the oven, Which 
are ſuppoſed to he - preſent, calling chem by 
their-nartes, Rtiking the place of any one that 
is thought nor to abey with ſufficient. readineſs; | 
in a word, in directing the, courſe of cha wag- 
gan, in making it turn, go on, or recede, - 
diſoly as they with,” - After having ſuccellively = 
nnen — _ to their. 
; er. . ADs "0 
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Ip they arrive at laſt to the management of a 
bamboo, nicely tapered, fiſteen cor: ſixteen 
feet in length, with'#thongarthe end of it Rl 
a longer; and with this inſtrument they can 

_ firike, at che diſtance: of more than twenty-five 
fleet, a pebble that is pointed out to them, or a 

piece of money thrown upon che ground. 1 
| have alfeady mentioned a pleaſant amuſement 
'of this- Kind; whith one of the Slabers procuted 
Me; who ſingled out with aſtoniſhing addreſs, 
7 ing d mulstnde of birds, ' ſuch individuals 
| "as I was defirous of having“ Swanpoel-alfo, 
Ke: companion of my journey, would ſeldom 
miſs x' parttidge flying; and, notwithſtanding 
| "his" age, applied his whip with ſo much force, 
That! in ohe of our (excurſions, I: ſue him 
Anke yorſettty dead, à duck, of a much larger 
Tpecie# tun the common one of Europe: 
pen à young planter ean drive a waggotr, 
and exereiſe a Whip, His education is nearly 
completed; for they never think of 'teachinig 
kim either c write or read ee of 
-fourt6eri he 18 cenſidered as arriving at man- 
Hood, and ranks in ſpciety accordingly: 5 | 
lakes hands with the men, embraces the wo- 
a A” fuſee alſo is nn 
35 : Wick 


to pay his addreſſes to ſeveral women. 


| xience! has taughy,them that the brightgeſs of 


ence, Ihe barrels in Europe are brœm ned; but 
wle plapters,/who are not {killed in this art, rub 
them Over with the blood. of ſheep; an qpera - 


UABRICA ; 


 with-iberty,to, hunt as much ag he pleaſes; 

Fsetering at æhis period into the enjoyment; of 
all the rights of man, he regards himſelf as 
ſueb, and haſtens to chooſe among the, girls f 
\the:peighboyrbood A.miſtreſs, whom he finally 
maxties ; for it is ſeldom that a youth is found, 


zo The Planters being all hunters, from having 
their) flacks and fields to defend from ihe ſa- 
_ vages of wild beaſts, are provided with/a.certgin; 
number; of fuſees, according, as. the family, is 
large or ſpall; and reſpecting theſe, guns, they 
employ a precaution that is fingular, Expe- 


dhe harrel frequently alarm, by its reflection, 


dhe animal of which, they are in purlpit, and 


warns him to. fly. To. remedy this. inconyeni- 


don which, though leſs near, indeed, and plea- 


Ye tata lng iro th ein. 


ment becgmes thereby equally. tarniſ ed. TAY 


| th Upon che queſtion of the excellence of fire © 
amg, Weir, prejudices and principles are very 
Cilferemt from a Ih e eſtiwation a an 


— 


t It 
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= fiboor, in Bringing the gun to the märk: i 


WL 0 A 4N 
is never bad, if the Röck and firnbtuts be zbk 
Tals 15 che bnly eireumſtance to whith' e, 
mend, Ahnen they fißke 4 purchaſe· As t 
| the barrel, they care but little whether it boot 

well or ll. becaitle they boaſt of having u me. 
tho cha will cortect the faults of the very 
worſt. t 144 ns m ie ud; wurf ©? 
daro correct, intheit ken of rhe word; bet 
to make 4 barrel good chat was not ſo before; 
* 1 merely to make it ſhoot ſtraight, which with 
them is che Lame thing. There is, indeed; no 
great ingenuity! in their method; but iris ue = 
leit fimple//ant its ſucceſs, / whict"is the telult 
N Nan , Uviays certain IT Somtly. 
-Freonſiſts; as they expreſs it, oe ber op tt 


\ 1 
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ther Words, by dint” of firing at à mark they = 
aleertdin ĩts defect. If it hoot too high or tos 
100, to che right or to the left, they place Upbft 
the berech a ſecond moveable fight; which they 
wise er fink, inelin this way or thi, as the 
akæfect may require; till they ſucreed in ſtrikn g 
dhe mark. Rrrived at this point; they H be 
cht, zul the gun becoies blame: Rar 
one. This operation, it muſt be ackne deed, - 
equiret areas ities nl ed e pere 
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n perſons who: have s great deal; of 
leiſure at their command; but. theoretical cal 
culations and the principles of optics are above 
their capacity. If it afterwards happen, in the f 
. courſe. of their. ſports, that they miſs their ob- 
ject, the gun, they ſay, does not yet anſwer to 
_ the level, and the n. is performed 
again. +. £44; Sol ori. it 
3 of this paſs 
| Geellenbock, the whole of Hottentot Holland, 
| Draaken-Steyn, Bocke · Veld, Rooye-Zand,.the 
canton of the Twenty-four Rivers, and Swarty 
land. | Theſe:different countries - afforded me 
little that was intereſting, except the proſpecta, 
; and. theſe; even were all inferior in beauty to 
others Which 1 had ſeen, and particularly to 
that: of che Tyenty· four Rivers As to the 
manners of the inhabitants, I have already; ſaid 
that the ſhades which diſtinguiſh: one canton 
from another are very few and ſcarcely,diſ+ 
cernible; we ſind every where the ſame ſimple 
courſe. of life, Shane fore e Kenn 
lence and 1 inanity. IN e 
On my return to the 3 1 bound thay | 
Boers had experienced a relapſe of his diſorder, = 
bee de gn again tothebaths. 
e e He 


F 
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Ait had written to Europe to/afle infe@afabe 

: company to reſign his office: Havingreceived | 

and filled it with honour, he wiſhed alſo in 

quitting it to be without Teproach i and he had 
laboured, therefore; day and night to put every 

. thing in order previous to his departure, which 

he intended ſhould take place the inoment the 

veſſel arrived with the intelligence that his re- 
nation Was accepted. This ſedulous appli- 
: cation, | at an unfavourable period, before his 12 

ſtrength was thoroughly re · eſtabliſned, had oo- 

_ cafioned che relapſe. I hoped that the repoſe 
und tranquillity likely to reſult from a total re- 
miſſion of the functions of office, and the 

anxieties attached to it, would be productive 
ef the effects he expected, and one day regain 
mam the health he had loſt., But the voſſtl from 
Europe was not arrived, and ſomething, I con- 
ceived, ought in the mean time to be done. As 
he had often expreſſed a deſire to viſit the in- 
terior parts of the colony, and as L had myſelf 
farther obſervations to make in the charming 
country of the Auteniquas, I reſolved, if poſ- 
ble, to revive this deſire, and lead him of his 

own accord to propoſe the expedition. 
* an ous!  eyening with othe | 
n 
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perſons b ee 3 
the ſhade of the trees that ſurrounded it. Len- 
tered, into à deſeription of this country, the 
moſt pleaſant in the colony. I related every 
ching that had attached me to it when I for- 
merly encamped there; how: pure was the air, 
and how enchanting the proſpects. I inſured 
him a ſpeedy convaleſcence, a recovery in a 
fem days, both from his bodily complaints, and 
that uneaſineſs of mind to which he was con- 
tinually à prey. Theſe agreeable reveries, 
which rouſed him a little, inſenſibly led us far- 
cher. We advanced even to Cuffraria. I vi- 
fited the worthy Haabas; I ſaw once more my 
dear: Narina and her intereſting horde; vin 
ſhort, 1 travelled over again, in imagination, 
the courſe which I had before travelled with 
my people. We promiſeu ourſelves the purer. 
enjoyments, as we ſhould have none of thoſe 
obſtacles to ſtruggle with, which, from inex- 
perience, and a too numerous equipage, had 
every inſtant ſprung up at my feet. The 
hope of viſiting Caffraria was particularly faſ- 
einating to me in theſe ideal excurſions; and, 


at this conjuncture, humanity, l thought, im- 24 


N a8 a law upon me. There prevailed 
1 „D!̃!.! ate - 


1 


05 . their lock and. erer, ſtill more for- 


beſt calculated to work this deſirable change in 
the fituation of the Caffres, and thair perſecut- 
ing neighbours, was the fiſcal; ſince upon his 
report to the company of the ſtate of the: ſettle- 
ment, on his return to Holland, would depend 
the regulations that it might be thought pro- 
per to introduce for the melioratien af the to - 
vernnment, and the welfare af the inhabitants, | 


| * : . TRAVELS IN | e 
- arthg/Cape; an opioion.that the Caffres were 


_wiekbd and ferocious people; in conſequence of | 
which theſe unfortunate. beings were dxpoſed 
to perſecutions that could noti fail ta inritata 


or les laſecked e eee Canal 
Judico. I conceived that, by gradually intro. 

ducing milder inſtitutions among theſe people, 
an important and intereſting revolution might 


de effocted : which could not fail to take place, 


perſonal experience of the truth of what] had 
twenty times told him, of the evils that reſulted | 
bye; d 


Arne „ 
do We impolitic «diminifiration of the fro 
1 colony; and the neceſſicy f 
appeaſing thoſe hordes, continually haraſſed 
by the moſt flagrant injuſtice, the moſt horrible 
” inhumanity; which left behind it fo keen a re. 
Tentment, and of the benefits that would flow 
from friendſhip and a good underftanding. 
I prevailed upon Boers to conſent as | 
_ doubtedithat; if I could once lure him into the 
eountry; he would ſuffer me to guide him ſtep 
by ſtep wherever I pleaſed, without ſo much 
as noticing the diſtanee. His health, however, 
requiring partiqujar precautions, it was re- 
| ſolved, while the preparations for this journey 
were making, that 'we ſhould ſpend a week at 
my good friend Slaber's, who was as dear to 
Boers as he was to myſelf. Whether we des 
parted from Swart-Land, or returned to tho 
Cape, as of little importance; our route could 
not fail to be known, as it would be that which 


I had already travelled, and from which I had 


returned ſix months before; and letters from 
Europe; therefore, might eaſily be diſpatched 


to us, in the ſame manner as Boers had diſ- 


Bo inthe 
country 
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5 y of che Auteniquas,- It was accordingly 
1 . a ſetiled buſineſs, and my friend « conceived hin- 
1 el $0 be. area) in my tent. Nr TRAN 

_ The converſation that took place upon den 

3 and which powerfully intereſted the 

company, reminds me of a curious event that 

happened at the ſame time, and which Leannor 

paſs over i in ſilenee. N 1 + 1 | 

Out eyes were naturally a 40 a: 

jets before us. Mine indeed, by an involun- 

tary impulſe, are ſure to be directed to what-, 

ever trees are in ſight. We perceived the 

' branches of one near us to move. Immediately 

we heard the piercing cries of a ſhrike, and.faw 

it tremble as if in convulſions.” We firſt con- 

ceived that it was held in the gripe of ſome 

bird of prey: but a cloſer attention led us to 
diſcover, upon the next branch of the tree, a 

large ſerpent that, with ſtretched · out neck, = 

fiery eyes, though perfectly ſtill, was-gazing at 

the poor animal. The agony of the bird was 

' terrible; but fear had deprived it of ſtrength, 

and, as if tied by the leg, it ſeemed to have 

| Joſt the power of flight. One of the company 

= ran. for a fuſee; but -before he returned the 

= Qik was dead, and we ſhot only the ſerpent. 
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— requeſted. that the ee ee the 
place where the bird had experieneed the con- 
vulſions, and that occupied dy the ſerpent be- 
fore it was ſhot, might be meaſured. Upon 
_ doing ſo, we found it to be three feet and a 
half, and we were all convinced that the ſhrike 
had died neither from the bite nor the poiſon 
ol its enemy. I ſtripped it alſo before the whole 
compatiy, and made them obſerve that it was 
dee e ee not es FO | 
wound. 8 
4 N e ee dia... en 
Sap as the fact may appear, and though the 
perſons who had been the witneſſes could 
hardly believe, even after having ſeen it; it 
das to me not new. A ſimilar adventure had | 
happened to me in the canton of the Twenty. 
four Rivers, and I inſtantly e it to c 
Arm what we had juſt ſeen. ö 
Hunting one day in a 8 piece of FREY 
| Rn all at once, in a tuft of reeds, a piercing 
| and very lamentable cry. | Anxious to know 
What it was, I ſtole ſoftly to the place, where I 
perceived a ſmall mouſe, like the ſhrike on the 


tree, in agonizing convulſions, and two yards 


quently. My teſtimony, added 


. „ nearly become myſelf a victim to this faſci- 
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me it glided away but the huſmeſg was dove. 


Upon taking up che mouſe it expired in my 
band, without its being poſſible for me to diſ- 
Cover, by the moſt attentive examination, what 

had vecaſioned. its death. 
The Hottentots, whom T:-confulted upan 


© 466-12 N ii; 4 e 


this incident, expreſſed no ſort of aſtoniſh- 
mem. Nothing, they ſaid, was. more com- 


mon ; che ſerpent bad the faculty of attrafting | 


and faſcinating ſuch animals as it wiſhed, 40 
devour. I bad then no faith in ſuch power; 
but ſometime. after, ſpeaking. of che circum 
ſlange in a company of more than twenty per- 
ſons, in the number of whom Was colonel 


| Gordon A captain of his regiment. confirmed 


the account: of the Hottentots, and aſſured me 
n was an event which happened very fre- 
added he, * ought 
to have the more weight, as I had once 


nation. While in garriſon at Ceylon, and 
* amuſing myſelf, like you, in hunting ina 
marſh, I was in the courſe of my ſport-ſuds., 
A denly ſeized with a convulſive and invobun- 


ee 3 


u FRIC As * F 
8 and at the farhs- thaw 
ls fonglyattrafited, and in ſpits of y- 
lf, to a particular ſpot 'of the marth. Di- 
«xetting iny eyes to this ſpot, 1 beheld, with: | 
telling of horror, « ſerpent dF an enormous 


 <ſrejpwhioſelook inftamty pierced me. Hav. 
ing, however, not yet loſt all power of mo- 


_ **: tion; 1 embraced the opportunity before ir: 


4 d if by miracle,  my'comvulſion' ceaſed ;/Þ = 


30 


contents of my fuſee. The report W 7Ʒn 
*uliſcham that broke the charm. All at oüte, 


fer myſelf able to fly; and the only incon-- 
venience of this extraordinary adventure was - 
e cold feat, which was doubtleſs the effect 
Dol my Feat and of the "violent agitativit 2. 
ſenſts had undergone,” 0 47:93 8hs$ big 
Such wab tlie account given me by this &f! | 
fioer. Ido not pretend to voueh for itʒ truth; bur 
che ſtory vf the mouſe, as well as of che ſhrike, 1 
aver to be fuct. will add alſo, that, inte wys = 
return to France; having had bechfI Ott tò tall 
wich Blanchot upon the ſubject, an ofßett 


ud ſustesdell Boufflers in the geverhment = 


Senegal, he aſſured me with confideneeg thut 
W „„ 


„„ | uni- 


as to late, and ſaluted the reptile wick he 


| "nite its mouth, it 8 


groes, at the leſt; that among theſe: people na- 
body doubted this power in certain ſpecies of 
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= TRAYELS: wn 
- univerſal 3 that aſcending 


the refit ; 
name, as far even as Galam, thfee hu 


among the Moors, at the right, and the Ne- 


ſerpents, of faſcinating both animals and men; 
and that the tradition was founded upon long 


eee and the many misfortunes they are 


continually witneffing. l I Is 818 
en let it be remembered, that I am 


by the hiſtorian, and that I take upon me 


neither to validate nor explain theſe reports. 


Wich reſpecdt to the two inſtances Lhave ad- 
diced, and of which I am at once the recorder 


and the evidence, they will probably be re- 


garded by many of my readers, as the pure ef- 
fe& of chat extreme and involuntary terror 
which every animal experiences by inſtinct, ac 


and they will allege, perhaps, in ſupport of 


this ſuppoſition, the e of the ſetter, 


hare, by the e of his preſence | 


To this Hen. that recen. 


l 1 remain 


| ina queer th dog, irs not ſo auch 
wom a ſudden impulſe of fear 28 from de- 
nnn While cloſe upon the ground 


they imagine themſelves to be concealed from 


the enemy. What confirms this conjecture 
is, that if the dog approaches near enough ta 


ſeize upon his" prey, the bird inſtantly takes 


wing, and the -hare ſcampers away. It will 
certainly not he denied me, that it is fear which 
makes them fly. Such is the powerful effect 
of inſtinct in every animal at the appearance 
of danger. But why do not the hare and 
partridge at ſight of the dog remain fixed; and 
motionleſa with terror, like the ſſirike and the 
mouſe in preſence of the ſerpent ? Why ſhould. 
fear give to the former new ſtrength, while the 


ſymptoms of agony, and without the power of 
eſcaping; as if retained: by ſome invineidle 
force? The rat does not remain ſtationary, 
upon the approach of the cat, but haſtens away 
the moment he perceives her. May not chen 
ke look and preſence of a ſerpent, and tha na- 
ture of the eorpuſcles that 'emanate from its 


body, produce a very different effect from the | 
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others die on the ſpot, under all the increaſitig 
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; How few are bur opportunities af obletiag 
| nature? Let us ſtudy her more cloſely, and 
ball perhaps find, that ſhe has many partie 
Ar laws of which we are yet ignorant. Befort 

the diſcovery ef electricity, had an author ven 
| tured-to aſſert that there exiſted fiſh, which, 
though ſmall in themſelves, could give tos 
number of-perſons-at once ſo violent a ſhock; 
2s to make them feel conſiderable pain i in all 
me articulations: of the body, the aſſertion 
would have been regarded as the moſt abfurd 
fable. This ſuppoſed fable, however, is be- 
eome an indiſputable truth. Without ſpeaking 
of che torpedo, with which every body it ac- 
duainted, I ſhall content myſelf witti citing, in 
proof of this fact, the Begſgaal, or electrical 
cel of Surinam. I had for many years an op 
portunity of obſerving this ſpecies of ſiſ ; ag 
muy father, for the purpoſe of experiment, kept | 
one continualty in his houſe. ; Upon touching 
a fringed ſort of membrane, ſituated under the 
delly, and extending the whole length of the 
bedy, I have always obſerved-a very: violent 
ſhock immediately follow. My father was. 
| $&firous of aſcertaining, if che :th6ck would 
I 3 oy We communicated to s 
| number . 
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eh f Uf Wande at Wale and, for this 
FPuürpoſe; he collected together about ten perſons; | | 
who: formed K chain by the jundion © of harids. 
"No ſooner Had they touched the membrane of 5 
lie el, hart they? felt them ſelve s equally f . 
at che fithe'moment.” Nor Was this all. 
convince dhe peckstore that the ane 
Had nothing to do in producing this effect, he 
_ "tad: placed dog as a link between two of the 
 peffonseothpoling t the chain, who held him; 
one 'by the right; and the other by the left foot. : 
At che inſtant bf contact che znimal gave 4 
loud cry and his* pain, which dras the cauſe | 
of this &y; 'Proved beyorid diſpite' that that k 
the reſt of che party Was not lefs real > A 
- Reaſoning phyſically upon this ſußject, 1 
acknowledge that a- cönfiderable difference . 


. to be made between an elke 4 a 


1 \ 


Fr Y 


401 ne oY 5 without any de f 
5p contact, any viſible" medium, like that of 
the ſerpent 1 upon the animals in queſtion, * But = 
who will affirm chat, in preſence © of its prey, the e . 
ſerpent does not act phyſically upon it? Per- 


haps this death- dealing” quality belongs only % 1 


foe 1 25 of * Fe it * 
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vot enjoyed. by them, unleſs at. * ſeas 
_ - ſons, and in certain countries. The ancients 
have deſcribed the baſiliſk as Killing with its 
look. This is certainly a fable; but ig it not 
3 fable, abſurd as ĩt may appear, that originally 
had ſome, truth for its foundation? No doubt, 
in remote periods, circumſtances; may have 

been obſerved fimilar to thoſe, of my, ſbrike 

z ud my mouſe Or, perhaps, even to that re- 
| lated by the captain. Hence they might have 
concluded that a ſerpent, impregnable himſelf, 

and always conqueror, ſince he could Kill by a 
| look, could be no other than the king of bis 


| Face. From, his royalty they would naturally 


have called him baſiliſk ; and as a ſovereign 

muſt haye ſome particular ſign to atteſt his pre- 

_ .. eminence, the poets, who. often, exaggerate by 
wiſhing to adorn nature, may have added the 
Wee the feet and the cco]ww . 
This digrefſion, of which, perhaps, che ſabe 

x 5 ject would have eſcaped my memory, was de- 

— ſerving, I conceived, of a place in my work; 
and, though it has ſomewhat interrupted the 

ö dramatic effeQ, I could, not abltaſn from relat- 
img it io the order in which it "prefented. ſelf. 
_ WIG. arent PAR; be a to. *- 
e 2 WE : 2 


21 N. ** 


21 


\ 


AFN M 
my nartoliye, it is of little importance whether 


8 there prevail in it or not a ſcholaſtic arrange 35 


ment. The art of writing is not my object, 
but truth and clearneſs. Tam talking with my. 
| friends, and have nothing to ane, 8 


5 5 mels of literature. 


I have ſaid; that I had bie e es 
0 accompany me in my excurſion. An un- 
expected accident haſtened our reſolution. lu - 
telligenee was brought- to the Cape, that 4 
French veſſel, the crew of which had mutinied, 
was at anchor in the bay of Saldanha; This 
news particularly concerned Percheron, the 
naval commiſſary, who was obliged by bis of. 
se to repair to the bay in order to take cog- 
nixance of the matter, and, if poſſible, remedy 
the evil. Underſtanding that we were nearly 
to take the ſame route, he requeſted: a place in 
| Boers's, carriage, and was accordingly one of 
bur party. An officer of the Pendicherry regi - 
ment, whoſe name was Larcher, made a fourth, 1 
atid we ſet off in a ſort of hunting em 5 
nit ar cbaſſe] drawn by fix horſes, 
. be diſtance we had to travel was, in reality | 
' Jim an eaſy day's zoprney, and we intended to 


* Polina anger than mo nalen Juſt 1 
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| Relves to ah crew; büt, like hole enbels, 
| which are always preceded by fatal omens, 
| we found ĩt that day not only impoffible to ar- 
rive at Saldanha, but we had to lament by the 
way the unhappy fate of more than one of our 
attendants. eee ee 
e Sout-Rivier (ſalt river), which it was 
neceſſary to croſs at a diſtance from the ernte 
hadd its banks almoſt covered with cormorants, 
We were deſirous of killing ſome of them, aid 
we alighted for the purpoſe. Upon e . 
again, a negro who was behind the carriage} | 
taken at unawares; was thrown to the ground 
by the ſuddennels of the motion, and fell with 
ſuch violence as to break his leg- He Was an 
excellent ſervant of Boers and very much be - 
loved by his maſter. We were obliged, there-⸗ 
fore, to quit the road, and repair to the neareſt 
| habitation, to take the proper care of our un- 
fortunate patient. A litter Was conſtructed, 
. and · we had him conveyed to the town. This 
| accident: having delayed us ſeveral hours; and 
| Boers wiſhing to regain the time that had been 
loft, the coachman/puthis horſes 2 5 the "Bale : 
Jop, and drove us like the Wnd. 
We had {me'dogs vi us.” Ono er- 
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£ Bi N heated by this ans ſpeed, 
and attracted by a ſtream that was at a diſtance, 
ran on. before to bathe and refreſh himſelf. 1 
have already obſerved in my former travels, 
that, in Africa; every dog that plunges into the 
| en, under ſuch circumſtances, is almoſt ſure 
to die there, unleſs ſomebody: happens to be 
| ſufficiently near to take him inſtantly out. The 
dog in queſtion, when we arrived at the 
ſtream, had already paid the fatal tribute. 
Facts of this kind are ſo common in the co- 
lony as not to admit the poſſibillty of diſpute: 
and here I would fain aſk our philoſophers to 
account for this circumſtance, and tell us why 
: the dogs of Africa are ſo frequently ſubject to 
death, in a ſituation where thoſe of Europe * 
not experience the ſlighteſt i inconvenience. . 
It was late when we arrived at the TR 
edel habitation of the worthy Slaber. The 


embracing and falutations being over, there | 


was a general uproar, as it were, in the houſe. 
They hardly knew in what tetms of joy to ex- 
preſs their gratitude; as well to Boers as to 
the friend he had brought with him. All were 
eager to welcome this friend; L was ſenſible 
ol this; at the ſame time it was impoſſible not 
8 N Ks Wee” 


| hey ſeemed to think him not ſufficiently un- 
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to notice the demonſirations of kindneſs that 
| were equally beſtowed on their older ac- 
quaintance. The girls, in patticulat, waited 
upon him with moſt captivating grace. One 


took his hat, and another. his cloak. They 
queſtioned him as to his health and his wants. 


reſerved, becauſe he could not find employ- 
ment for all of them at once. Delightful-of- 
ficiouſneſa, charming vivacity t which rendered 
ſtiill more agreeable, by the contraſt, the plain | 
and honeſt good- nature of the father of the 
family. When they learned our intention of 
ſtaying a week with them, - their acclamations 
of joy burſt forth afreſh, and reſounded through 
the houſe. It was the triumph of a victory. 
Our ſpirits were preſently as cheerful as theirs; 
and ſo perfectly were we at our caſe,” that a 
ſtranger would have been puzzled to ſay who 
were the entertainers and who the gueſts. The 

. firſt evening was ſpent, in arranging our plans, 
and aſſigning to each day of. our week its ap- 
propriate. amuſements; an arrangement that 
Was oppoſed now and then by the women, who _ 
did not fail to en NW us ſome hard con- ; 
Gans." Ee 1 Ako $77 
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N E | 
| -» Paicheton, hides of the party, had all 
| this while nothing in his head but the ſhip and 
its refraQtory crew in the bay of Saldanha. 
| Before he ſurrendered himſelf to pleaſure, bs 
was deſirous of performing his duty. He 
 Afked me, therefore, to ſet off with-him the 
next morning, and accompany him to the veſ- 
Fel. This was preciſely my intention. Every 
other perſon i in my ſituation would probably 
have regarded this propoſal of the commiſſary 
8 extremely imprudent. I, on the con rary, 
was delighted with it, and had reſolved, if he 
had © not foreſtalled me, to make it myſelf. 
* had never ſeen a crew in a ſtate of inſurrec- 
tion againſt their officers; the ſcene was per- 
fectly new to me; and every thing extraor- 
dinary, every thing Wie promiſed a new ſen- 
fation, had in my eyes an attraction that was 
not tc be'refiſted, Accordingly, without re- 
fleting upon the conſequences of this temerity, 8 
without conſidering that, in the gaiety of my 
heart, I was going to expoſe myſelf to the moſt 
imminent danger, I appointed ar hour with 
| Perchergti and lon ged for its arrival. | 
Though we had only four leagues | to trave "2M 
ad had entered * this journey . | 
| 'G 4 | 
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after breakfaſt, we were again ſo 3 
on the way, that we did not reach the hay till 
the cloſe. of the evening: a_circumſia ee chat 
put us extremely out of humour, and. Was not 
calculated to diminiſh the prejudice which. we | 
had before naturally entertained e the 
mutineers. 2 
The ſhades of les femad to 4 9 ink on - 
© purpoſe, as if to conceal from us the veſſel; and 


| It was with the utmoſt difficulty, and by dint, | 


as it were, of groping, that we found our way 
acroſs the downs. I twice diſcharged my 
fuſee to announce our arrival, and to ſignify 
our wiſh that a boat might be ſent us. Uſelels 

Precaution They pretended not to hear us, In 
danger of paſſing the. night i in the watch-box | 
upon the ſtrand, we curſed the ſhip, : the crew, 
and the bay. The captain, it ſeems, fearing 
-that we were ſuch of the mutineers as had gone 
on ſhore | in the courſe of the day, and. WhO 
were to return, in the evening, furniſhed with 
arms, Was cautious of ; receiving us. At length, 
"by, repeatedly firing, and. by our cries and vo- 


ern: 


citerations, we inſpired ; ſome. confidence, and 
A boat was hoiſted out to feich us on boarc 


o form an accurate image of the Ailorder 
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*q DEED we were witneſſes it is neceſſary.” 0 
have ſeen it. A ſhip floating in the ocean, 
Ki and deprived of all external intercourſe, i 18 of 


itſelf a world ſufficiently ſtrange ; and here, by 


'the mutiny that had. taken place, i it was a world 


= upſide-down: | The crew, divided into 


groupes, occupied here and there the different 
"BO of the deck. On all ſides were heard mur- 
murs, threats, tremendous imprecations, and 


horrible oaths ; every where there prevailed a _ 
abi tumult. The voices of the chiefs were 


drowned amidſt the deafening cries-of the men. 
From the impetudus motions of this unruly 


multitude eyery thing ſeemed to predict ſome 
approaching and dreadful criſis. Some among 
them, ty Ne Lhd than the reſt, acted 
With grea ter fury; they flew. with rapidity | 
from Place to. place, as if to, communicate their 
indignation or their fears at the arrival of the | 


commiſſary. The. feeble light, that preyailed in 
the veſſel gave a gloomy tint to this ſcege of 


horror that bordered, on the, ſublime, It was a 
to many. demons amidſt the waves, buſy at the Ly 

work of Preparing torments for moftals. At 
the fame time we were Preſſed and E£pycloped - 
N. this lice 92 LES W that : 
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5 telt all the peril of our ſituation. Ts this of 
_ | commhiffary which Percheron bore, was the re- 
verſe of giving us tonfidence ; it feemed to 
-  - Have brought him purpoſely on board to 
panich the rioters. The proſcription that 
a aited him was ſure to fall equally upon me, 
ho appeared to have accompanied him in or- 
der to lend him my aſfiſtance. A general mur- 
mur was exited againſt each of us A thurmur, 
did Tay? Alas! we were the criminals; and 
- the menacing looks of theſe terrible judges told 
us, in a language perfectly intelligible, what 
torments the power of force, combined win 
rage, was capable of inflicting on weakneſs and 
- Innocence, I had never ſo ſtrong a conviction. 
as atthat moment, by What a flender thread we 
ſometimes hold bur lives, and how unespecked 5 
Þ the chance upon which depends our ſafety.” 
Had one of theſe conſpitators ptonouticed dür | 
death, à hundred arms, no doubt, would in- 
. Raiitly have executed the ſentence,” and the 
Tea would” have been at onde A tomb for us. 
987 both: - os, : * e . | 
_ "i true, had my hotbed faſee ; 
bu my companion bad nothing with which FA 
5 9 and, as to the — 


Lüste 


ſeemed, upon our arrival, to be in a dreadful 


conſternation, as if expecting ſome fatal ex- 75 
ee e, re eo at once both 12 


[ "Wi and its inhabitants. 


As it was rampelithc/eo Sub FRE 705 


danger that threatened us, we had no reſoure: 


but to aſſume à tranquil countenance, and wait” 
the event. This reſolution gave us fortitude, 


Percheron, little diſmayed by the'threats of the 
violent, ſaid, in a tone of authority, that he 


wiſhed to be informed of the cauſe of this mu- 
tiny; and that the crew might depend upon re- 


dreſs, if. their complaints were-juſt, and upon 
| being treated with lenity if they had unfortu- 


ately overſtepped, through miſtake, the necef«_ - 
fary bounds of obedience: and turning to thoſe. 
who ſeemed deſirous of giving him the par- 


 ticulars of the affair, he appeared not to notice 


the animated geſtures and murmurings of the | 
reſt. His tranquillity by degrees ſo far ap- 


pesſed their anger, that we were able, at laſt, 
under pretence of doing juſtice to every party, 
to adjourn the farther hearing of the buſineſs 
to che next morning. Percheron had hoped 
Mr ee in cke mean time calm their 


irri- 


i et waiting the tereGury Manet Weg 7 
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| Arete paſſions, and ſuggeſt to his wind the 
means of terminating che affray... ut; horn: 
| There was no way by Which ta quit the = 
$1 &; and, as we. had. arrived at. this/extremity, 
4 would have been equally daſtardly and in- 
. 2 diſcreet to abandon che crew. to the. a * 
7 5 furious a tempeſt. 

The preparations . „ afforded but 
nile relief from the trouble in which we were 
all plunged; and we thought, therefore, of re- 
tiring to reſt. The captain gave his bed to 
Percheron, while I had that of the firſt pilot, 
which was ſituated 1 in a cabin upon the deck. 
In this cabin was. a window, the panes, of 

1 which had been broken at the commencement 

A'S of the diſturbance. It is upon ſuch things, 
upon windows and lamps, that your. 'malcon- 
tents. always vent their firſt ſpite; as if the 
* noile occaſioned by the breaking of them was 
calculated to appeaſe and ſatisfy their ven- 


geance. Theſe broken panes, were a ſubject 


of alarming inquietude; I, conſidered them as 
a ſecond Judas ; 35 becauſe; fronting. the head of 
m bed, they aſſorded an ęaſy opportunity io 
any ill diſpoſed perſon in poſſeſſion of a piſtol 


ä 32 n 6 Org: the. night, Would the. dif-. 
tturbancę 
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8 viſlvatce bappks to break out freſh. To cam 
39 much as poſſible againſt ſurpriſe, 1 bega 
18 Wilk putting out the light; then having 
| changed the direction of my bed, and placed 5 
miy fuſee, which was well” loaded, by my 
de waited the return of day, Neeping as 1 
eould. In che 1 fitervals of my 'fleep, 1 heard, 
from thoſe who walked the deck, the moſt ſe- 
ditious diſcourſe; chreatening the next day to 
ſhow no favour to any one: I ſaw ſome of them 
paſs before my cabin, and they appeared to ele: 
vate their voices that T' might hear them. At 
length, daylight appeared: delightful day: light, 
Which diffipates the phantoms of the imagi- = 
Hation, and renders alſo the wicked leſs daring ||| 
und prefurptuous! What we had hoped came 
to pals ; reflection, and ſtill more perhaps. the 
dread of a well-deſerved puniſhment, had. 
ealmed the fury of the moſt vehement. Per- | 
cheron, Judicioufly embracing ſo favourable 1 oY 
moment, addrefled them in à moſt animated 
pech, in which he painted in lively colours »— | 
| the'wrongs and infuftice of this rebellion, and 
the fevere Penalties which the law iuflicts for 55 
ſüch crimes]; then, artfully afcribing the cauſe 


Or: miſchief t to * pethdy « of thoſe whoſe 's 
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love of diſorder bad ſeduced and drawn in * 
| reſt to the commiſſion of ſuch enormities, be 
promiſed. pardon: to! every man thus miſled, 
who ſhould again return to obedience; and 
concluded his ſpeech with a ſharp reprimand-of 
e de ring- leader, who, though in confinement, | ; 
Was, no doubt, hatching in his mind new 
troubles. This man, perfectly naked and 
ſtretched at his length, was bound within | 
à chicken · coop, which was faltened and barrie 
caded. with clamps / of iron. He was one "of 
thoſe beings to whom nature has given, with 
a & robuſt conſtitation, that fortitude. of mind, 
that contempt of danger and death, ſo favour- 
- able to, and ſo deſtructive in; factions. Hie 
ill threatened. They had ſeized him at 3 
moment when be was off his guard; which we 
a neceſſary precaution, as he was able of him» 
ſell to inſpire terror into the whole crew. The 
buſineſs of bringing to trial and puniſhing this 
man devolved upon the chief magiſtrate of the 
' Cape; and accordingly be was ordered to b 
2 thither. From this moment tranquil. | 
Was reſtored; ; and we were. convinced, 
> 9 what we ſaw in this inſtance, that, in 
. 355 of 8 e more is * 


to 


wh 4 


3 
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| -than. to humble them in their own: eyes by 


ſhowing, them the deſpicableneſs of their con- 
duct, or to take from them their chief. With 5 
reſpect to the reſt of the inſurgents, they Were 
delivered over to the clemency of the captain 


and officers of the veſſel, by whom a general 


amneſiy yas granted ; and PF *" OREN 


their duty. 5 
Having left the thin. and being once again 


| on ſhore, we were. eager to repair to qur cm- 


_ pany, to relate the circumſtances of the danger 


| we bad. clap, and, of which, upon. leaving 


them we had no ſuſpicion. 


qr lite did L-expeRt that this ſingular ado 
venture Was deſtined, to be followed by a new 


1 mortification, of which the conſequences were 


long in my memory, and that; in quitting. for 
day my deareſt friends, I ſhould have to la- 
ment the loſs of one of them, and ſpeedily to 


open myſelf for ſeeing him no more! 
As I drew near to che. habitation of Saber, 
1 diſcharged. as 1 had been accuſtomed to do, 


my fuſee, to ioform them of our arrival, and 


to invite them to mett us, In ſpite of my re- 


| wad 1 no Ne . a _ 
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- &f bald that "ſeeded to antounde to —Y 
bee melancholy n news. eee ee 

My ſuſpicions were preſently Cathy! whet | 
Upon entering the ih: all ſaw the daughters of. 
Saber approach me With an air of inquictade | 


5 und deſection. Alarmed at tts recep tion, 


the” Gufe of which” r ond” Jake to 
thenfetves ” anxlotifly * hates Chat mil 
fortune, in ſo ſhort a ſpace of time, Had des 
fallen fem.“ Te THE misförküne f have to = 
«*quattit” ) You! with,“ ſalck one of them, jg . 
4 perlbial to youbſelft' "Boers is returned to 


le Cäpel and in a few days'you will loſe 


1 him. He bas received, in your abſence, 
if ſpatelies from Holland, informing him that 
-@ His relignätio fon has been "accepted; and, as . 

©"there" 18 4 Veffel in the bay ready, at this m- 

8 ment; "to fall for Europe," in which he is 18. 

« ſolved to embark, he inftantly mounted his. 

«  horfe; with Larcher, to make without delay 
Ahe neceffary preparations,” © I need not fax 

«how happy we ſhould eſteem urfelves * N mY 
| « after this Toſs, we could! prevail on you and 

4 ir friend to remain with us awkite : Lat. 

the ſame time it is my duty to tel ycu, that, 
4 « before he left! us, Boers forefa w chat you, 
„ would 


* 
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ee ud perkaps be deſirous once more to | 
afford him the -pleaſure of ſeeing you at'the 7 | 
| $:Cape; wich this view he has left behind him 
his carriage and horſes ; and hete is a letter = 
$allo which he has written, and'which he re- 
ueſted might be delivered to you,” 
The beginning of this diſcourſe had alarmed | 
me, but, from ſome cauſe or other, I was re- 
vived by its concluſion; I imagined that, from 
a ſportive diſpoſition, they were deſirous for a 
moment of amuſing themſelves with me. A 
letter, the carriage and the horſes, it muſt | 
ſurely be a pleaſantry! And ſo convinced was . |} 
I of this, that, notwithſtanding the air of ſeri- "i 
_ buſneſs with which it was told me, and tje 
proteſtations of the whole family that he was 85 19 
actually gone, I viſited, with Percheron, every | 
room of the houſe i in ſearch of the abſentees, 1 
not doubting but they had concealed theme, 
ſelyes to keep up the jeſt. Alas! They were 
gone! My benefactor had quitted me! And 
my only c conſolation was to haſten to the Cape, 
once more to embrace him before his depar= 
ture. | | Cer 
The next © morning as ſoon. a8 it was | light | - 4 
we entered the carriage, Percheron and myſelf, 1 
Vor. I. 5 H and 1 
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and were-inſtantly off. eee houſe 


eyes were his trunks and packages collected 


of my friend, the firſt objects that ſaluted my 


together to be conveyed: on board / the ſſip; 


Which, as I learned from himſelf, Was to 155 
the next day. In vain had the phyſicians re- 


preſented that his health was in too feeble a 


ftate to encounter ſo: tedlous a voyage; that 
he ought firſt to ſpend two or three months 
in the country to regain the neceſſary ſtrengtk; 


and that the ſhip, beſides, in which he pur- 


poſed to embark, being too ſmall to admit of 
the proper accommodations, he was raſhly ex- 
poſing himſelf to almoſt certain death: nothing 


could diſſuade him. Prejudiced againſt a coun- 


try in which he had experienced a variety of 
troubles, and which were likely to increaſe, he 


longed for the moment of withdrawing from 


in Holland, too, he had left a reſpectable 
father, whoſe image was alive in his heart, 85 


and his ſeparation from whom he had always 


: regretted. In a word; he preferred the hap- | 
pineſs of ſeeing his family to the cares and 


anxieties which accompany Wu and follow 2 


in the train of empty honours. 


_ Subject, myſelf, x to ſimilar reclleKions; ad 
pl capable, 
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1 in his ſituation, of imitating his con- 
duct, I could not, ſtrong as was my attach- 
ment to him, attempt to combat ſo determined 
2 reſolution; and I therefore thought only 
' how to emplby to the greateſt advantage the 
few and fleeting moments of friendſhip that 
| remained. I was anxious he ſhould take with 
him ſome pledge of my regard. He was no 
naturaliſt, except ſo far as he had imbibed 
from me a taſte for the ſtudy; ; yet I ſelected 
| from every deſcription of my treaſures a valu- 
able cabinet of curioſities of natural hiſtory, - 


which ſent on board with his other effects: 


and I had almoſt reſolved to embark myſelf, 
ſo great was the dejection of my mind at the 
idea that I ſhould no longer have before my 
eyes this judicious counſellor, this conſoling 
friend, who had more than once received into 
his boſom the, overflowings of my heart, at a 


time too hen he had his owa vexations to 


devour. | 
+. The: 2 3th of October. 1785, 4, A . 
Epoch that has a thouſand times recurred to my 

remembrance, and that has occaſioned, me, of 
all the events of my life, the- greateſt portion 
« Ine: and regret, at length arrived. 

. 9 H 2 | It 
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- Te was necefficy to ſeparate. W 1 Uepürt, d 
$0 he, previous to his quitting me, ny 
- Stranqui} as to every thing which relates to 
Tyourſelf: 1 have recommended you to my 
* moſt intimate friends, Whoſe care you will | 
4 experience, and for whom I can anfwer'as 
© © faithfully as for myfelf. Meanwhile, that 1 | 
e may not, when abſent, be totally uncon- 
1 nected with your grand expedition ; T wiſh 
t contribute to it ate trifles, that are no 
Eto necept: they are my two nem. my 
two ſees, and, in ſhort, to fave you the 
© trouble of liſtening to a dry catalogue of in- 
& ſignificant articles, my whole Ge Ac 5 
has « coutrernents.” 1 | 
I was fo oppteſſed that 1 conla not anſwer. 
Without giving me time to ſpeak, he pointed 
tio a morning-gown placed on a chair, for which 
I had obſerved in him a particular predilection, 
though he ſeldom wore it except upon certain 
fixed days, ' The ſtuff, ſaid he, of which 
this garment is made, was once worn by my 
&« mother, who, upon my departure for Africa, 
e entreated I would wear it in my turn out of | 
"of love to her, as a monument of her affection 
| | | . > 6 and 
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in ehm pledge of rermbnbratice. 1 
have hitherto diſcharged this duty with the 

„ moſt filial + tenderneſs, though it has long 
* painfully reminded me that this dear parent 
is no more; but now that I am going to 
4 reſide with my father to conſole and comfort 
him in his old age, ean I any longer pre- 
1 ſerve what would inceſſantly expoſe to his 
4 view the loſs he has ſuſtained? No; n is my 
+ friend who muſt henceforth wear it for me: 
© by this title is it, my dear Vaillant, that 1 
41 tranſmit it to you, not as an ordinary. pre- 

« ſent, but as a legacy that was bequeathed me, 

« 2 legacy that I value, and of which I charge A 
you to acquit for me the duties, by uſing it 
* apgreeably to the intentions * my venerable 
0 mother. A * | | | 
Bauch a preſent as a morning · gon to a tra- 
veller accuſtomed to a very different ſtyle of 
dreſs, almoſt always equipped in a hunting 
jacket and with a fuſee in his hand, will ap- 
pear laughable enough to the reader, who will 
\ conceive it much better fitted for the ſhoulders 
of one of our ' phyſicians or ſolicitors of the 
ancient mode. But the occaſion of this ſcene, 
which. ſo any, would look upon as 0 calculated 


N 3 g | | ' for | 


1 TRAVELS . 
for 2 lasset frolic, ſtamps on it ſuch 


affecting marks of ſimplicity, goodneſs, and 
- ſincerity, that even to this moment it excites in 


my mind the tendereſt emotions. The gown 


itſelf is of no value ; but the ideas it revives are 
touching. The hand from which I received 
it is ſo dear to me, that now, after ten years 
have elapſed, I cannot contemplate / without 
pleaſure the remains of a garment, which I 
made a point of wearing to the laſt thread as 
ſoon as I became more ſettled. The moſt beau, 

tiful relic of antiquity. would not have „ 

more religiouſly preſerved. 
I threw myſelf into the arms of my friend 
wh tears in my eyes, and I felt his alſo 
| moiſten my cheek. His houſe, where every 
thing was in motion, was an affecting ſpectacle; 
it reſembled the hurry of a removal upon the 
| approach of 'robbers. The abandonment of 
places to which we have been ſo ſtrongly at- 

tached, and in which we have taſted the trueſt 

and moſt innocent enjoyments, has in it, to 
minds of feeling, ſomething that is dreary and 
diſconſolate. The habitationof my friend ſhared 


a little in the regrets that I felt for the maſter; . 


a2 article of OTE the figs things that 
| by 


APAC * 03 
e . in” the habit of uſmg, palafully at- 
tracted and fixed my regard. This acute ſen- 
fbinty is the inheritance and misfortune of a 
mall number only of human beings: wWhere- 
ever it exiſts it gives actual life to the moſt in- 
ani mate objects. But what rendered the ſcene 
ſtill more afflicting, was the meurnful ſilence 
of our common friends aſſembled round the 
done who was leaving us. We accompanied 
aim to the boat that was to tear him from our 
embraces. As he would not ſuffer us to attend 
him to the ſhip, we remained on the ſhore 
following him with our eyes. Arived on 
board, he waved his handkerchief from the 
deck, as _ _ the farewel n obs 1 
1 8 8 
It, i ty: PIT to us both ag pity 
on my ſufferings, and conducted me to his 
houſe. We ſpent the day in enumerating the 
various inſtances ef benevolence which had 
honoured the public and private life of the 
beſt of men. His name was inceſſantly in our 


mouths. While we were thus ſoathingly o- 


| cupied, our grief was ſuddenly renewed by the 
weport of the guns from the harbour and tbe 
BED which announced the departure of e 

4 AH 4 well, 
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veſſel, and ſaluted the fiſcal for the laſt time, 

1 flew to the turret of the houſe, and, with my 

glaſs, I ſaw the veſſel failing ſo rapidly before 

the winds, n it wy; . ae the 

horizon. 9 1 295 
When Abe W I 8 3 old 

apartment. It ſeemed a priſon to me. Left 


to myſelf, I Was like a culprit whom all the 2Þ 


world had abandoned, and who was delivered 
over to his remorſe. No lover ever felt more 
acutely the Pains of ſeparation. /. 

| The next morning I was viſited we Sev. 
 - _ rurier, the new fiſcal; Colonel Gordon, com- 


- ' mandant of | the place; Hakker, the ſub- 


| governor; Conway, colonel of the Pondicherry 
regiment, whom I have ſince had the pleaſute 
of ſeeing at Paris . and, in ſhort, by all the 
friends of my dear Boers, all the perſons to 
-whom he hadrecommended me, and who join- 

el in aſſuring me, that it ſhould be their buſi- 


neſs to make me forget, by their care, a loſa 


which was not leſs ſenſibly felt by them than by 
me. Every one entreated me to take up my re- 
| Bene at his houſe; but among theſe offers 1 
-onght particularly to notice that of Colonel 
by NN which wanne in the name boch af 
himſelf 


— 
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a 
| kaif and -blopife, and with ſo TORY impor- 
| tunity, ſuch extreme kindneſs and ſincerity, that 
it was ĩmpoſſible not to accept it. Beſidse, in- in- 
dependently of perſonal obligations, and the 

ſerviees he had rendered me from the moment 
of mx arrival at the Cape, he had a taſte like 
myſelf for natural hiſtory, and I was attached 

to him by this circumftanee, as well as by the 
ties of gratitude and friendſhip. 1 reſolved, 
however, not to avail myſelf. immediately of 5 


this obliging invitation, and I requeſted that 
he would ſuffer me to remain in my preſent 


apartments till after the ſale of Boers's effects: 
for the houſe was ſtill completely furniſhed, as 
he had taken with him ſuch things only as his 
darner rendered abſolutely neceſſarr. 
Wen the ſale at length took place, it proved, 
beyond: any thing that had preceded it, the 
general eſteem which the ex · fiſcal had enjoyed | 
at the Cape. The deſire which every body 
felt of poſſeſſing ſome portion of his eſſects, 
raiſed them to a price greatly above their value. 
Among his friends there was even a warm con- 
| tention. who ſhould have ſuch articles of the 
furniture as had been particularly appropriated 
to his perſonal uſe. All conſidered it as a duty | 
r 1 
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co have one lot ab leaſt; and I Isw, wich pe- 
culiar ſatisfaction, in the countenance of each, 
ag they bore away their purchaſes, a regret an 5 


che perſon to whom they had belonged. 19 
Previous to this fale, che colonel nn 
me to accompany him in an experiment that 
he was deſirous of making in order to aſcer- 
tain che poſition and bearings of the Piquet 
mountain, as viewed from the Table mountain. 
The project was no ſooner known in the towu, 
chan a number of officers belonging to the 
different regiments of the garriſon requeſted 
they might aceompany us. Of theſe perſon». 
ages ſome had no other inducement than that 
of. enjoying, as mere lookers-on, the ſpectacle 
of his labour, and others were idlers at a loſs. 
how to employ the day. The firſt would be 
perfectly recompenſed with the ſight of 2 


magnificent proſpe&, and the laſt with being 2 


able to ſay, on their return to Europe, that 

| they had been at the top of the famous Table, 
Though a troop like this would be more in- 

commadious than uſeful, he yet acquieſced; 8 
and we ſet out, at day-break, with the neceſ- 
dary inſtruments. A moſt fortunate circum- 
Nance men, qur operation; the ſky, dur- 
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zug the whole day, was perfectly ſerene; and, 
Fuat is jnfinitely rare, not a ſingle cloud upon 
the Table mountain came to annoy us. 
Upon this occaſion I experienced the enjoy- 
ment of a particular felicity; Which was that 
of having killed, upon the platform of the 
mountain, a bird of a new ſpecies, which, till 
that moment, I had not ſeen in Africa, and 


which I have never met with ſince. It was 


the rock black-bird. I brought it with me to 
Europe; it conſtitutes at preſent an article in 

by my collection, and will form, in the Ornithology _ 

chat I ſhall ſoon publiſh, a new and intereſting _ 


ſpecies, not. unworthy the on of the 
naturaliſt, | 


2» 1A bird killed ſo near the town, as at. the. 
ſame time new to all the inhabitants of the 


Cape, muſt have been a ſtranger to the place 
pFhere I found it. I ſuſpect it to have emigrated 


from that range of rocks and mountains, which, 


from their reſemblance to thoſe of the north © 


of Europe, bear the name of the Norwegian 
moumntgint, and which, detaching themſelves 
from the Table mountain, and ſtretching to the 

ſouth, form what is called the ſoutbern point of 
Africa, Many perſons have had the curioſity 
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to viſit e point, but they have arrived: ut it 8 
either by the ſea · ſide or hy the route of gar 7 
ſtantia and Falſe- Bay. I, on the contrury, was 
deſirous of finding my way e the | 
top of the mountains themſelves; i | 
Zo new an enterpriſe ſeemed to promiſe un | 
curious and unknown objects. I bad nothing 
to dread on my journey but extreme- fatigue, 
and the conſideration of ſuch: an En, 
ence was little calculated to top me. 141 
A friend lent me two negroes, to hea 1 
added a Hottentot, and I divided among them 
the laboor of carrying my camp equipage, my 
carbine, a cloak, powder and ſhot, ſome dried 


proviſions, and, in ſhort, what appeared to me 


to be abſolutely indiſpenſable; for, being obli- 
1 ged continually to aſcend and deſcend, it Was 
neceſſary that we ſhould have no Incumbrante. 
As for me, 1 carried my double-barrelled fuſce, 
had two piſtols in my girdle, and was Sells 
by three dogs, the chaiceſt of my pack. | 
It was thus equipped, and favoured by this 
moſt beautiful weather, that 1 repaired to WW. 
ſummit of the Table mountain. 
Seen from afar, and at a/ certain diſtance, 
this mountain ſcems to wen in a flat top; 
. 0 5 - 1 . 


% ; 1 


Ae „ why 


ge Wenk ariſen the name of Table given 
to it by mariners and travellers. Its ſummie, 
however, as 1 have already ſaid, is far from 
being a” Plain.  Titerſete® e u- cope we. 


raged with age, ente and high rockt 3 
which, by their crumbling down” and the 
changes they undergo, atteſt how much they 
have loſt their primitive form. Ita longeſt 
- fide is chat which looks towards the town. 
| Not being provided with inſtruments, it was 
impoſſible for me to meaſure the extent of it 
exattly, I however attempted it by walking 70 
ſeveral times over it; and obſerved that each 
time L went from the Kaldern to the oppoſite 
weſtern extremity, it required nearly twenty 
minutes: which certainly indicates a quarter of 
4 league in length, at leaſt. . 
While employed in my meaſurement, my 
8 2000 fortune rendered me a ſpectator of an in- 
tereſting phenomenon, which the curious have 
- often ſought to obſerve on the mountain, but 
which does not always preſent itſelf to the eye 
ol the beholder with the ſame magnifieence: 
I mean the formation of one of thoſe ſouth- 
eaſterly ſtorms, produced by the aceumulation 
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Aalen um che engt of the Table, c 


_ - bs vulgarly called its berule, as 1 e We 


ſaid in my firſt Travels. 8 
This phenomenon I ons hs deſcribe, box 
in the moſt accurate manner; left the effect 
ſhould be taken for the cauſe, and that AY 
belongs to the one aſeribed to the other. It 
was preceded by a train of fog, which we ſaw 


bruſhing over the furface of the ſea, and which 


advanced towards us, paſſing 'over-Table-Bay: | 
Its approach announced to me a moſt dreadful 
tempeſt ; but I rejoiced that I was able to be- 
hold and ſtudy at this height the progreſs of ſo 
beautiful a ſpectacle, at the hazard of ſome tris 
kling inconveniences, which could not be put in 
competition with the advantages I was about to 
derive from obſervations, which, no eirceum- 
ſtances perhaps would ever put it in my power 
to repeat, if I ſuffered the preſent opportunity, 
which preſented itſelf ſo fortunately, to eſcape. 
Without delay, therefore, I pitched my tent 
towards the eaſt, and as near as poſſible to that 
part of the mountain, which, already ſeparated 
from the Table by the progreſſive and continual 
erumbling down of fragments from the action 
of the winds and the rain, i is known by the 
5 k . 
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particular name 501 the Devimointain, aud 
which is tending mere and __ to become 
inſulated from the large mas... 
The train of fog ſoon 3 the whole 
valley from Falſe- Bay to the bottom of the - 
mountains, and at length entirely deprived us 
of the view of the charming landſcape of Cons 
ſtantia, Nieuwland and Ronde-Boſch; aften 
which; becoming apparently larger, it ſoon 
reached the Table; and, in leſs than two hours, 
| Increaſed to that degree that it not only covered 
the ſpace which ſeparated us from the Devil 
mountain, but enveloped us. alſo on all fides.. - 
This miſt was ſo denſe that it was impoſſible 
to diſtinguiſh any thing at the diſtance. of a 
foot from us. The atmoſphere, however, 
notwithſtanding the movement of this great 
body ef vapour, did not ſeem diſturbed. I 

could not perceive a breath of wind; but, in 
um,, my deen, were e ſoaked 

\ have ſeveral. times had an 5 of 
remarking, that, when theſe, clouds ſpread- 
| themſelves over the Table mountain, they 
covered only the eaſtern part of it, while the 

eltern ones ts untouched. I knew 
* * 9 K ; 1 alſo, 
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allo, and 1 have-faid ellewbersy that, during | 
| theſe fogs, a planter, who. ſets/ out mne : 
| town in order to go to Falſe Bay, may'make 
his choice either to Walk under ſcorch- 
ing ſun, by proceeding to the weſtz or to en- : 
poſe himſelf to continual rain by ad vancing on 
the oppoſite ſide; | But, as I was upon tlie 
mountain at the moment hei the cloud Ww-as 
condenſing itſelf I could eaſily aſcertain what 
. part was covered, and what was not; and 
5 being even enveloped in it I had nothing to 
do but to walk forwards till I got cut of it. 
This I did, proceeding towards the eaſt of the 
plain, when J found myſelf expoſed to the 
rays of an ardent ſun, . GER pe e a 
5 Part R . 10 
1 My eyes were now 'oratified abs a His of 
| | Ws the moſt beautiful horizon I had ever beheld; 
I could diſtinguiſh all the plantations which 
decorate the "Tiger - mountain, Blauw- Berg, 
Groene-Kloof and the Piquet mountain; the 
_ town lay almoſt perpendicular under my feet; 
but when, with my perſpective glaſs, I looked 
at the weather: cocks of the houſes, I obſerved 
that they were turned in every direction, which. 
indieated that the greateſt calmneſs prevailed 5 | 
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VNERVER,T wth 
bad not been the leaſt movement in the air, 
ſince the leaves of N trees a een in 2 tort 


found: tranquillity, // Ry: 


The bay diſplayed a ſpectaele gin more 


aſtoniſhing. The northern part of it was ex- 
poſed, at that time, to a very violent guſt of 


wind, which did not extend to the ſouthern 
part. Thus, three ſhips in the latter ſeemed 
to enjoy a perfect calm, while all thoſe which 


were at anchor in the other, wete agitated by 


a furious blaſt, From this ſtriking contraſt, 
and I might almoſt ſay incredible, in fo ſmall 
a ſpace; chere reſulted a very great difference 
in che colour of the water. This double effect 


appeared to me like a magic picture; för it 


exhibited as it were in the ſame frame, and - 
without any inter alt a at once 4 calm and a 
r oo n e 
The conchifions * dw 3 1 are as fol- 
lows? The wind, which had taken its riſe on 
the ſurface of the Indian ocean, blowing with 
violence, entered by Falſe Bay, paſſed to the 
Table Bay only through the defile” that ſepa- 


rates the two hays, and followed its direction 


in the northern part of the harbour, while the - | 
J Projection 


ceircumſtance happens in all the interior parts 
bol Africa; and every where, in ſhort, where 

great hn oppoſe a barrier: to ras ApEn” 
ous wind. 


414 TRAVELS —_ 
projection formed by the mountains cowards 


. the Cape, and at che Cape itſelf, deadenedithe 


greater part of its force. It cannot be ſaid, 


therefore, that the collection of elouds on the 
ſouth-weſt, Which are [accumulated over the 
Table mountain, and which thence precipitate 
themlelyes over the town, occaſion there thoſe 


furious blaſts of wind, ſo inconvenient and at 


the ſame time ſo ſalubrious to the inhabitants of 
the Caps; for I have ſeen the greateſt tranquil- 


lity prevail, not only in the town, but in all 


dhat part of the harbour, which, being oppoſite 
to the direction of the mountain, muſt naturally 
ſhmelter them on that ſide. During the whole 
time I reſided at the Cape, E indeed always re- 
marked that the hurricane was never by any 
means ſo, violent when the clouds remained in a 
ſtate of ſtagnation, and, as it were, ſuſpended 


over the ſummit of the mountain: the ſame 


About one in W * lh 1 that 


7 the cloud badattained its maximum of increaſe, 
0 On front in order to ſurvey it in a more 


r 11  faygurable 


n er 
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favourable be of view, and 1s brei, if 
| 2poſfible; its height. Rt k/diftaiil®it'exhibited 
the appearance bf a maſb of Fog,” fbreed toge- 
ther and comprefſed by its own weight. Its ex- 


tremities, or upper and lower edges, were very 
apparent. I could perfectly diſtinguiſh where 
m terminated, and I can affirm that its 8 
Was not more than fifty of ſixty feet. | 

The ſharp and elaſtic air of the mountain 


8 given me ſe keen an appetite, that, how- 


ever refolved 1 was to continue my obſerva- 
ions during the remainder of the day, I was . 
- obliged to ſuſpend them for a while, that I 
might go and take ſome refreſhment in my 
tent !: but ſearcely had I again entered the fog 
When J felt a "light wind, exceedingly cold 
and cutting, which had not. exiſted in the 
morning.” It was fo weak, indeed, that I aſ- 
eribed it to the motion of the vapour, which 


_ "continued ſtill increaſing.” As it , however, « OC» | 


<alioned me ſome 1 inconvenience and 1 was 
here leſs' than any where elſe in a fituation to 


continue my reſearches, I cauſed: my tent to 
be removed, and went to pitch i it at the eaſtern 


e of the plain, 


93 708 negroes and my Hottentot being totally 
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from them, by employing them, fe 
5 the day, 0 ſearch on the mountain 3 a pre- 


uſeleſs t to me im the buſinek, e 
1 was deſirous. of,deriving ſome other.; ine 


. tended. monument, reſpecting the exiltence of 8 
Which I bad long been tormented: . \ MO 

Kolben ſays, that in 1680 the, governor 
"Yan der Stel baying, made an excurſion to the 


Table mountain, in company with ſeveral 


ladies of, the Cape, and. particularly the lady : 
of the governor of the Indies; 3 and being deſi- | 


rous of leaving to poſterity a ſolemn, monu»- © 


ment of this party of pleaſure, and.of the. great 


efforts made by bis young companions, he cau- 
| led to be erected on the ſpot a column or pyra- 


mid, with an inſcription. proper to tranſmit; to 
after ages. the remembrance of his great name. 
The author even enters into details, and relates. 
particular circumſtances. of this journey to in 
duce the reader to give creditto it : but notwith- 
ſtanding! the diligent ſearch made by my compa- 10 
nions, they found not the ſmalleſt veſtige of this | 
etended column ; ; which, if the ſtory. of 3 It be 
true, muſt either have been deſtroyed byt time, or 
ſome other hand inimical to, ſuch erectiong, „ 
#1 fall SOULS ih to follow al the maAve- 
— ments | 
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- leer the: cloud. þ Pare of it ** deische n 
- Iſl; and, paſſing through the hollow which” 
|. the. Devil from the Table mountain,” | 

> proceeded/to- ſettle on che back > the latter, 
Were it appeared ſuſpended, as in a ſtate of 
nation, without having any further commu- 
N with the grand maſa About five- 
A clock this detached part ſeemed to be preſſed 
don, and to have become heavier. L imagined” 5 
thatit was going toprecipitate itſelf on the town, | 
and to occaſion there one of "thoſe hurricanes 
ſo common at the Cape in the months k 
March and April, but uncommen at the ſexfon' 
hen Tobſerved it. I was, however, deceived.” 
Without diminiſhing in height, it moved 
beyond the flat ſummit, deſcended” below 1. 
edges, and, winding along the declivity, rejoined 
the cloud at the Devil mountain, with which 
it became confounded, ſo that they were again 
_ , formed into one. All this was effected with-" 
_ Out the leaſt diſarder ia the air. The harbour 
_ ſelf ceaſed to be agitated by the wind; and {fo 
univerſal was the calm, as to make me renounce | 
all hopes of a florm, with the fi ght of which . 

_ hould have been Kighty gratified ; but which, 
* its effects, would have afforded no 2 
T1 5 amuſement 


* 


5 ud. TRAVELS | INR 


3 to the l inhabitants oh . town, who Ig 
_ were not ar e in making : 


vations du it, e 
The approach af. icht . 8 „ 
eas, for this diſappointment, by preſenting 5 
a very different picture, leſs uncommon, ins 
dgęed, but t perhaps more ſublime than the grand 
_ tempeſt with the fight of which, I had flattered. 
myſelf. The picture I. mean, Was the ſun 
ass in the Occan. One might have ſuid, 
dat it was the arrival of the, maſter of nature 
at the boundaries, of the World. I. ſaw this 
globe of fire plunge with majeſty. below the 
Waters, and. vaniſh from my fight. Ho en- 
chanting was. the ſpectacle he preſented to my 
aſtoniſhed eyes; when, ſweeping the ſurface of 
the deep. he ſeemed all of a ſudden to embrace 
dhe abyſs, in order to regain, as Oſſian ſays, the 
f vaſt palace of darkneſs. On his approach, the 
Wayes raiſed their agitated heads to be gilded by 
his light; but their colours, illuminated by his 
rays, i inſenſibly. died away and totally vaniſhed 
the inſtant he giſappeared, The ocean was no 
longer enlightened; but the. immenſe : veil of 
clouds which had collected on the caſt, ill xe · 
ed 1 fames from i its re ſurface. Their 
„ | 5 ele 
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_ and their top- diſplayed a zone reſplendent 


* 


with all the colours of the rainbow. This 
ſpectacle laſted only for a moment; but at the 
diſtance: of about thirty leagues to the north, 
the Piquet mountains, full higher than the 
Table mountain, retained, for ſome time, the 


ght on their majeſtic tops, that ſeemed to pro: 


Jeck from the purple and violet ground of the 
Ky. They might have been ſtyled light - 
houſes, deſtined to enlighten the interior paris 
of the continent during the obſcurity of the 
night. How little is man to this exalted height, 

and how wretched are his paffions when he 
compares himſelf with immenſit! ! 

On the approach of darkneſs, the baboong 

Hd retired to their holes; the vultures had = 
quitted the plain, and returned to the rocks: 
ſome ſmall birds only {till fluttered around me, 


and, ſcattered over the ſhrubs and the buſhes, 
A were lebrating with their cancerts the cloſe 


of ſo beautiful a day... Their ſong died away 


with the twilight; obſcurity gave up the moun- 
 taintofunereal birds of prey; and I, thought- . 


ful and eee returned to my Vent, 


$4. % 4 
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a large kreh e the purpoſe of keeping at a . 

tance noxious and ren ck N that 
Huan the light. 

I had reaſon to expect lber 1 would meet on 


| ths mountain, with a kind of enemy ſtill more 


dangerous than theſe animals: I: mean thoſe 
- fogitive flaves' who quit their maſters' habita- 
tion to reſide among the rocks, and who take 


advantage of the night to plunder the-neigh- 
bouring plantations. I had to fear, that ſome of 
theſe deſerters might be concealed i in my neigh- ; 
'  - bourhood, and that. favoured by the darkneſs, 


they might attempt to ſurprite or attack me. T 
had, however, taken the neceſſary precautions; l 
vas too well armed to dread ſuch a combat; and 
the vigilance of my three dogs, ſtill more than 
my fires, enabled me to repoſe A the 0 
night. in ſecurity, ' 
The fog became ſo moiſt that, ho day ap- 
peared, I felt myſelf in my nt quite penes 
trated with cold, notwithſtanding a very thick 
cloak which 1 had wrapped round me, and 
with which I was entirely covered; If ſuch 
Was my ſituation, it may be judged what my 
5 people muſt have ſuffered. TO recover from 

1 py numbneſs, I dnermliey to remove to a 


1 
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e e L conceived: there 
- would be nofog. lexpected to findthe ſun there, 
as I had found him the preceding day; but the 
cloud had partly covered him, and he did not 
make his appearance till he had paſſed the me · 
ridian. While waiting for his arrival to warm 
me, 1 traverſed the platform with my fuſee, 
hoping to procure ſome proviſions, if I found 
any game in my way. I, however, ſaw only 
ſome vultures, which, perched on the edge fr 
their holes, benumbed by the cold, and ſoaked 
with the dew, were alſo waiting for the ſun to 
dry themſelyes and take their flight. In this 
condition, they ſeemed to be incapable of mov- 
ing their wings, and ſuffered me to approach 
almoſt cloſe to them. 1 killed ſeveral of them z 
and when the ſun had re- appeared, and felt 
myſelf warmed, I ordered one to be roaſted, 
intending to dine upon it with my people: 
but the ſmell was ſo diſguſting, and the taſte ſo 
deteſtable, that I could not endure it. My 
two negroes alſo loathed it; and even my dogs, 
aſter having ſmelled to it, turned away without 
f touching it. My Hottentot alone ate of u; 
and to him it was tolerable, becauſe it was 
FFF 


ws. AA BLS I ; 
When we had dried ourſelves thoroughly, 4 


eaſt fide of the Table mountain, I made my 
way through the thorns. and buſhes to che 
Falſe-Lion's-head; for ſuch: is the name of a 
mountain unfortunately: celebrated by ſome 
ſhipwrecks, and very juſtly dreaded by ma- 
-riners. | To underſtand this, it muſt be recol- 
lected that, as I have already. ſeveral times ob- 
ſer ved, there is another mountain called the 
Lion head, which is a land- mark topilots com- 
ing from Europe to the Cape. The falſe head 
takes its name from the reſemblance it has to 
tlie reat head, though it is not ſo. high; and 
chis conformity is ſo much the more dangerous, 
as, near this mountain, there is another, which, 
terminating in a flat like the Table, repreſents, 
when ſeen from a diſtance at ſea, the weſtern 
face of the latter. In foggy weather, if the 
pilot, deceived , FEY this reſemblance, - makes 
towards the land, thinking: to enter the bay of 
ages he is Joſt, as his veſſel is ſure to be 
ſtranded on the ſand · banks of the ſhore,” There 
8, however, a ſure and infallible mark to diſ- | 
tünguiſh them, which 1 3 it my duty to 
Weit out. 1 Lion's- head is * inſulated 


\ 


we ſtruek the tent;.and deſcending on the ſouth- 
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on the north, fide; - there being only the back 


part of the Lion: mountain, in that quarter, 
that can ſhow itſelf, and which is conſiderably. 
lower; Fl while the falſe head ſeems to adhere 


without interruption to a chain of mountains 

which, on the north, becomes united with the 
Table mountain, and, on the ſouth, extends to 
the point of Africa, where it forms the pro- 
montory. In very hazy weather, indeed, the 


mark I have here pointed out beeomes/ uſeleſs; 
| Becauſe, t the body of the mountains being then 
involved in fogs, their ſummits only which are 
above the vapour can, ſhow: themſelves. But 
in that caſe there is another certain mark of 
diſtinction. The Lion's-head having on its 


northern ſide no other mountain ſo high as it» 


_ felf, its top muſt be ſeen alone in that quarter; 
whereas the falſe head having, towards the 
north, other ſummiis equally elevated, theſe 
ſummits and that of the falſe head muſt be 
| ſeen at the ſame time. If the pilot, therefore, 


uncertain which of the two heads he perecives, 


ſiees to the north of that head; and in the ame; 


Une, the tops of other mountains, he eannot be 
miſtaken z it is the falſe head which preſents 
E i but * he ouferves: nothing. on the 


northern 


r TREES an 
northern nde of e phiti, ad br bn 3 
tains he diſtingdiſhes it be the laſt towards the | 
north, it is the real Head; forthe rump of che 
Lion, which forms part of it, is low, and when 
ſeen cannot be miſtaken; It will readily be 
remarked that theſe appearances can occur only” | 
A to veſſels which, othing from Europe or tje 
1 Aeg find themſelves to the ſourh ward of the 
* | entrance: of the bay: thoſe which' are more to 
the north have a quite different view; and ig 
ttlat caſe it is impoſſible for them to ſee the falſe” 
„ad, as they muſt chen peredive thi mountains 
of che Cape, ſuch, almoſt, as they; are here re- 
eee for when I took the view of e 
I Was upon Roben iſland. With regard to 
the other view, that was alſo taken on my ar- 
_ - rival at the Cape; but, the drawing having been 
corn in two, I loſt a part of it. 1 dies hows! > "= 
ever, ſubjoined here che remaining part, Een th 
extends only to the Falſe Table e e 8 
1 ſhall not enlarge upon the import ES Hs 
theſe obfervations: to publiſh them i Is, 4 in 5 58 2 
opinion, ſerving the cauſe” of humanity's: and 
had my voyage, after ſo mirk” expence and: 
| As | Ang been productive of no other good) har 
muat of * a Oy EY" 'T ſhould” 
i have - 
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bare applauded; myſelf dang my whale 0 
thx waere t TN fi le 
From the Table mountain to Ss Falſe h. 
I every where obſerved, throughout the whole 
tract of county that I traverſed, a great num- 
ber of birds of the ſpecies of the blackbird, the 
\ thruſh, and the black and yellow bird * ; and 
- after. paſſing. the latter mountain, a number of 
beereaters, of the, kind which are found in the 
\ fouthern provinces of France, and in Italy. At 
_ the Cape, as in Europe, theſe charming winged 
animals are birds of paſſage. They flew about 
in thouſands before me in the valley, and ſettled 
in flocks on the buſhes and ſhrubs with which 
it is covered. Fr Under other circumſtances, their 
beauty would have been a fufficient motive 
with me to ſeek for them, but at that time their 
| exquilite taſte was the temptation ; ; and with | 
be advantage afforded me by their numbers, 
a few diſcharges of my fuſee directed into a 
buſh procured : a ſupply of proviſion. 1 myſelf 
and people for a whole day. 5 | 
Their abundance i in this place fone me 
the more, a8 g 1 125 e N birds of _ 


t 
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| prey of che haukk Kind, which attacked them 
without mercy. The valley abounded too 


With a prodigios quantity of green ſetpents, 


dl from four to five feet in length. It was the 
5 humidity of the ſoil that attracted theſe reptiles, 
Which was alfoFavoutable totheirinereaſe: The 
- multitude and fize of them qave me no little 
uneaſineſs; and I had the more reaſon to bes 
lieve them venomous,” as my dogs, which 


generally went before me in the "buſhes, "now 


ranged themſelves all three behind me, and 
advanced with ſeeming fear, To aſſure my- 
ſelf of what I had to dread from theſe” ene- 
mies, I killed one, and eramining its mouth 1 
Haw with joy 1 that they were not dangerous. 
For once my dogs were dectived ; their in- 
ſtinct was in fault; and I aſcribed the error to 
. "the: gradual change effected 1 in theſe domeſtic 
animals by education: wild dogs 1 am certain 
| would not have thus been miſtaken. 
Another cauſe of uncafineſs, and one that 
IS" well founded, ftill alarmed me: I 
mean the want of water on the tops of the 
mountains which 1 intended to traverſe, there⸗ 
. to proceed to the promontory of Africa. I 

Was s fearful I ſhould be obliged. to renounce my 

| deſign, 


* 
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4 that Latte not be diſtant from ſprings 
aud ſtrenths, or forced to deſcend continually 
from eminences to quench our thirſt, in che 
valleys, which would have occaſioned at the 
ſame ume much fatigue and much languor. 25 
Me had already enough to ſuffer from the con- 
tinual aſcending and defcending required in 
paſſing from one mountain to another, without | 
being ſtill forced. to repeat ſeveral. times, a- day, 5 
under a ſcorching ſun, this laborious exerciſe- 
Happily. however it was not neeeſſary. During 
the five days that my journey laſted, I found 
in the clifts and holes of the rocks ſome excel 
lent rain water, and theſe ſmall natural ciſtern | 
were ſufficiently numerous, and had a ee 
abundance for all our wants. 
From the foot of the Table n mountain to the 
pointof Africa, thediſtance isgenerallyreckoned, 
| by the common route, to be eight leagues; I made 
it, by my windings and turnings, from twenty 
hve to thirty: but I experienced no obſtacle, 
and I at length arrived at the formidable pro- 
montory, the moſt celebrated and moſt ſtormy 
of all thoſe of the antient world. The dangers 
ol a ſea almoſt always raging occaſionedd it to 
be called, Wen he firſt Portugueſe navigators, 
7 8 a 8 8 
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for which they ſoon ater ſubſtituted the more 


conſoling one of the Cape of Good Hope; 
when, upon opening to their ſight the Indian 
coccan, it preſented to their barbarous avarice 
the poſſeſſion and treaſures of we n eoun- ; 


119 in the univerſe.” | oy . iy es 
| Placed on a ſpot of the Fe oY 


vourable, perhaps, for the grand ſpectacles of 


nature; I had on my right the Arlantic, on 
my left the Indian, and before me the South 


ern ocean; which, breaking with fury at my 
feet, ſeemed as if deſirous of attacking the 
_ whole chain of mountains,” and of ſwallowin £ 
up Africa. To render more magnificent the 


ſublime effect of this picture, I had only one 


wih to make; ' which was, to behold one of 


thoſe tornadoes that gave riſe to'the firſt ap- 


| pellation of the promontory. For ſeveral 
hours 1 entertained hopes of this gratification, | 


upon Teeing long trains of fog raiſed by the - 


wind from the ſurface of the fea; but my ex- 


pectations were ſoon fruſtrated, and the air 


| became ſo pure and calm that I could very 
clearly diſtinguich, at the eaſtern extremity of 
| Falle . the famous ks Needles; which, 


when | 


Wen ſeamen have the misfortune to miſ- 
Lalculate their longitude, expoſes them to cer=, 
tain ſhipwreck, and where were loſt, among 
others, the ambaſſadors ſent by the . | 
Siam to the king of Portugal. 1 75 
Not witchſtanding the ſerenity which prevailed; . 
in the heavens, the fea experienced a degree 
ol agitation. Its ſwelling, oppoſed to ſeveral; + 
' contrary. currents, x rendered it alſo noiſy. "The. 
bee had not that majeſtic regul arity, in which, 
in happier climes, | we. ſee, them roll. towards. 
the. ſhore; there, one after another, to vaniſh ;__ 
a too faithful picture of life, and of the anni- 
hbilation which follows it: on the contrary, 
broken againſt each other, they daſhed them- 
. ſelves, in confuſion upon thoſe ſhoals ang rocks | 
ſo often. buffeted by tempeſts. 4255 
A s they reached the ſhore, the waves Shim: ; 
ont a, number of thells, and, among others, the 
nautilus papyraceur. Deſirous of procuring. 
ſome of cheſe uni valves, ſo delicate and tender, 
I went: down to the ſhore; but I ſoon per- 
ceived that none of them were perfect, being all 
either broken and mutilated, or elſe blackened 
by the putrefaCion of the dead animal. Ob- 
ferving ſome alive, which the waves LAY 5 
r. . FFFPCVCVCVC br 
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new and wen preſented to our view, my pave 
Fo waded into. the water to catch them; but 
the moment they approached their- hands, 
the ſhell inftantly ſunk, and, with all the art 
they employed, they could not get hold even 
of one; the inſtinct of the animal ſhewed 


itſelf to be more ſubtle than they, and obliged: 5 
ther to give up the attempt. Amufed as much 


a8 diſappointed by this dexterity, I called my 
fiſhermen, who returned not a little aſhamed: 


at being out-witted by a thell-fiſh, More ſuc- 
ceſsful} than they, I had the good fortune to 


kill ſeveral marine birds of the ſpecies of the 
ſea-gull and ſea-fwallow. One: of the latter, | 


characteriſed by a large bill of the colour . 
red coral, will form among my deſcriptions . 
new ſpecies, entirely a e e to orditho- 


* N 148 2 
 bogifts. N l 


Beſides theſe Kites we FI bring TROY 40 


the ſea, and as fir as our fight could extend, 


a prodigious number of white boobies , which, 
with their wings folded and their necks ſtretch- 
oe out, Aeg Fru to er heayily 


© The 8 "Rs 1 been deferibed by Buffon under 


. the name of 2 a B W See le . enluminit, 
plate 278. e 
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$I om the 5 like i many "alt" of lead, 
upon the fiſh which they obſerved -in” che 

Vater. Ar the ſame time the albatroſſes and 
| Frigats, more nimble in their motions, ſeized” 
their prey, while bruſhing the ſurface of the 
-waves with an eaſy and rapid light; and the 
pelican, with his huge body and broad-webbed 
| Feet, ſwam majeſtically along, filling his capa- 
cious gullet with the ſmall fry, which he fiſhed” 
for with folemn gravity. Having, with a few 
di iſcharges of my fuſee, diſperſed all theſe 
winged tribes to a diſtance, I retired, 
My taſte for new objects led me to avoid 
returning to the town by the way I had come. 
I knew that i bo the neighbourhood of Falſe; and 
near Simon“ $ Bay, there were barracks, where | 
0 detachment of troops from the garriſon was 
always ſtationed. A poſt ſo di ſtant from the 
Cape i 18 4 kind of exile, during à great part of 
the year, to the men ths afe ſent thither ; and, 
for this reaſon, care is taken, N three months "i 
5 to relieve them. wy 8 | 
At that time, the PEE 4} of this ary 
deſert was an officer hom! had often Had an 
opportunity of ſeeing at the houſe of Boers: 
© 3 therefore defirous of paying him a viſit, © 
F Dp K2 1 and 
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and of taking advantage 0 of thig oceaſion-to en. 
amipe at leiſure the, bottom of the Bay. He 
not only received me with cordiality, but, upon ; 
the pretext that it was neceſſary to arrange the 
ſmall collection of inſeQs and birds which bad | 
been the fruit of my journey, preſſed, me to 
ſpend a few days with him. Wiſhing to viſt, 
Cape Falſe, and, the ſhores oppoſite. the Bay, L 
accepted, his invitation, and the next morning. 
early a bſhing- boat chat [ met with conducted 
me thither. . In traverſing x this quarter, I beheld. 
with aſtoniſhment thoſe immenſe. hills of ſhells 
and ſand which, manifeſtly formed by the tea, 
afterwards ; ſerved. it a as a ſhore, and are at pre- 
ent at a conſiderable diſtance from ir. | "Theſe | 

undoubted monuments of! its abode convinced 2 

| me, that 1 this fea penetrated. formerly to what 


9 ien 


is now a part, of the mainland, and that it role 5 
7 Y 3 


chere 10 a great height ; ;, chat! it bas ſince very, = 
conſiderably retired, and, conſequently, 1 that | it | 
' daily loſes ground, though it appears that it 8 
ought daily to gain, by the frequency. o of the 
ſtorms, and the violence of the winds, . Nen by 
- inceſſantly drive i it towarts the coafts. " After 


this TT, ſpe | 0. 3-45: DI, 
my return from is trip, I ipe nt two days: more 
8 10 5 1 18 
Wit the « commandant, Six. hours, at "moſt, 
Hired CVFQ) 74) 910793 Vi "2 EP I 
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were Alabeg bald berneveſſivy fed me to re- 


turn to the Cape by the ordinary route; but 1 
contented myſelf with ſending back the twb 


negroes, that had been lent me, loaded with a 
te various objects I had collected, and returned 


. myſelf by the margin-of the ſea-ſhore, follow- 
hs ing the windings: of the bays' and creeks, be- 
gmiuning at the point of Us REES 110 e 
on the ſide at the weſt.” 


This journey, dobicklandiak its thoit du- 


anthony was attended with fatigues which I had 


not foreſeen. At every ſlep, ſome obſtacle or 


other was ſure to intervene. Here a projecting 
rock preſented'itſelf, and there 1 Was obliged to 


- clamber a precipice with my Hottentot, aflift= 


ing each other in turns, and continu ually ex- 


poſing ourſelves to the riſk of ſipping, and of 
being thereby precipitated ifito the abyſs below. 
At one time, a rapid declivity oppoſed our de- 
ſcent, and we had no reſource but that of con- 
mitting ourſelves to its mercy, by gliding dow] 


om our backs, in danger of being mangled and 


torn by our fall. At another, after much toi 
and labour, I found. myſelf ſtopped by: ſome _ 


creek or piece of water, which, forcing itſelf 


I; 


fage, 


_— 


vent two bigh rocks, {Vion up my paſ- 
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. and abl ned me to make: lan g an dwearĩ - 
\ Jome turnings, the leaſt i FEISS of * 

- Was a mortifying loſs of time. | 
My journey, however, was at 1 8 
1 vile accompliſhed. But it is not here that I 
hall give the reſult of it. The ee which 
I made afterwards, as far as the tropic, enabled 
me to become acquainted with other cireumy 
ſtances of a ſimilar nature, and to convinee 
myſelf, that not only the ſouthern point of 
Africa, but alſo its interior mountains at a great 
diſtance within the land, have in part been c- 
vered by the ſea. At ſome future period 1 
ſhall publiſh my remarks and reſlections upon 
this ſubject; at preſent I ſhall content myſelf 
with obſerving, that the ideas I have here ſug · 
veſted. become: ſo. evident, upon viſiting the 
coaſts of the colony, that they have ſtruck even 
the Hottentots themſelves; and it is probable 
chat the Table, as well as the two een 
mountains, and all thoſe which form the chain 
extending to the promontory, were formerly - 
an iſland, ſeparated from the continent by an 
wm of the ſea, which reached from Tahle to 
Falſe Bay, and formed a junction between 
58 I. is 1 e to refuſe to this 


2. a n con- 
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the low plain, and ſee that it conſiſis of nothing 

but a ne of ſand * ſhells half ee. 

poſed. SR | 

. +6 this Mt Pos 4a 1 ſhall 44 RAGS 
. © which. is, that this part of Africa, whieh 
I kaſſirm, and with great reaſen, to have 
been an iſland, has formed three very diſtinct 
ones. I had a proof of this in croſſing the 
chain of mountains of granite, of which I 
have before ſpoken. I obſerved there ' two 
long defiles, lying in a direction from eaſt to 
weſt, and which; it is probable, were formerly 
ſtras. That which ends at the bottom of 
| Falſe Bay, is till covered with a ſand-hill; the 
other terminates at, Baie- nu · Beis (woody 
have taken care to tlot them in my chart. In 
ſhort, being on different levels, it cannot be 
- doubted chat they were formed at different 
periods. However ancient may be that epoch, | 
there is one ſtill more remote; when the Table 
mountain itſelf, elevated as it is above the level 


ol ibe ocean, ſeems eee BY 


partly covered by its waters. 


As 10 this natural kiftory of this Ae 25 
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"Africa Which 1 travelled; Iwill beely confeſs, 
"that had formed of it too extravagant an 
idea; for, of birds, I found no other Kinds than 
are to be met with in abundance through the 

VPhhole diſtrict of Conſtantia; Ronde: Boſch and 
Nieuw land; where they may be obtained with. 
leſs trouble than on thoſe/ lofty mountains, 
which areſo difficult to be elimbed. One alone 
"ſeemed to prefer à habitation among theſe ſteep 
rocks; Which was a particular ind of wood-. 
pecker, of the ſize of our green wobd-pecker, 
and with a reddiſh belly. Nature, who does 
not confine Herſelf to general rules, aud 'Wwha 
takes pleaſure in attending to the minuteſt de- 
rails, ſporting with tlie ſyſtems of our metho- 
dilcal naturaliſts, has given to chis red- bellied 
wood - pecker, "habits the very reverſe of what 
are obſervable in all other birds that we know 
of the ſame ſpecies ; for it never elimbs trees, 
but perches itſelf, lixe other winged animals, 
upon the branches, and ſeeks its food in the 
earth, into which it forces its bill, and 5 
tongue, armed with a dart, to drag out its 
5 prof in the ſame manner as other woodepeck- 
ers do on worm- eaten trunk. 
Ra 1 8 that inhabit cheſe 
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Hiabgtins; beſide” baboons; are the K of tie 
Hottentots, or K Hp - pringer of the Duteh 
Pflaaters, d ſpecies of antelope,” found only on 
rthe moſt inacceſſible rocks, and of which I mall 
peak elſewhere. In the low bottotms and -. 
eye, and particularly upon che borders of the 
ſmall Tivulet that pours itſelf into Baiedax*Bois, ' 
are found ſome Grysboc/and Dnykers, twolpe- 
cies that I have formerly meniohed. 

Every evening I heard the 1 roaring of yænas, 
but I never met with any of them in the courſe 
of the day. Once only I had a partial vie 
of a panther; among the ſand- hills in the neigh- 
bourhood 'of Falſe Bay. I ſaw alſo ſome par- 
tridges of that large ſpecies, very improperly - 
called at the Cape, Pheaſants. Shrubs and plants 
are very numerous on the inountains; but of 
theſe enough has been CO: e = Thums- \ 
- oh Paterſon,” and Sparmann.” ' | 8 
Upon quitting the lodging I bad ede : 
at the Cape, in the houſe of Boers, I accepted 
one from Colonel Gordon, though it was pro- 
bable that my plans would fuffer me to e 
in it only for a very ſhort time. 
Scarcely had I taken poſſeſſion of it, When 80 
_ Op repare for A W 4 and gave 
. even 5 
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| even e reſpecting nee 100 
cattle: but the Colonel, who was acquainted 
with the country through which I was about 


100 commence my journey, and who had travel- 
t of, it, ſtopped me in my career, 
by aſſuring me that, if I departed, before the 


led over a 


1 rainy ſeaſon arrived, I ſhould ſind only parched 
and barren deferts, where I ſhould infallibly 


die of thirſt, with my whole GATEVARG lets fe dye 


N 


This argument brought me to a en 5 


tion; for it was impoſſible not to Field to the 
advice of a prudent and enlightened. man, who . 


ſpoke from experience. My. confidence in 


him wag: ſo great, that I neyer even thought 
af objecting to what he faid; He had travelled, 


indeed, to the north of the Cape, as I was 
preparing to do; but, as it wag not my in- 


tention to purſue the ſame route, the advice he 
gave was by no means applicable to me; as, in 
the end, I too fatally experienced, I caution 
future travellers, therefore, who ſhall undertake 
a ſimilar excurſion, not to follow. my example, 
but to ſet out from the Cape at the time of the 
intenſe heat „or, at leaſt, ſo to ſettle. their depar- 
ture, that, during the ſummer of the country, 
| that is to fay, from November to February, 
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he ſrontiers of the clony. I ſhall /partiou- 
lariſe elſewhere my reaſons for ſpeaking ãn this 

manner, and the reader will ſee in what miſe 
fortunes I was involved by en _ 


joys an unſeaſonable period. 
PPTP 
ee to the advice of the Colonel, 1 was 
not to depart till May. By deferring it ſo 
long, I could make my preparations at my lei- 


ſure, with more care, and even with more eca- 
nomy; another advantage was, that it would 
enable me to complete, as far as poſſible, a col- 

' Jetion of the animals of the colony. My dif- 
-aſter in the bay of Saldanha had conſiderably 


 injuted this project, and now that it was in my 


power to finifh'ir, I 95 not ſuffer b 


tuatty to eſcape.” 
Such df the 3 as I had retained in 


my ſerviee fince my firſt journey, were at 
Groene-Kloof, employed in keeping and look. 
ing after my oxen. I paid a viſit to my herds 


and their gnardians, and had reaſon to be ſatiſ- 


fied" with both. Remarking however that, 


among my cattle, there were three or four 


W 1 been too much te by their 


former 
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former excurſion, to be able to endure a ſe⸗ | 
-cond, I parted with them. Colonel Gordon . 
lent me four excellent oxen, which he hall 
| brought back with him from his expedition, 
and 1 purchaſed beſides a new team that coſt 
me a hundred and ſixty-five. rix dollars. With 
regard to my people, they all not only ſhowed 
the greateſt eagerneſs to accompany me, but 
chad inſpired the ſame ardour into ſome of their 
eomrades, whoſe courage and: fidelity they in- 
ſured, and ho had requeſted them to beg that 
I would accept of their ſervices. Could I ſore- 
ſee that ſuch fair promiſes would afterwards: be 
bilied}? IE n al . 
At the Cape, 1 1 aka of kind- 
neſs from all quarters. The friends of. Boers, 
become more particularly mine ſince his de- 
parture, ſtrove who ſhould be the firſt to offer 
me ſome preſent, either to add to my ſtores, or 
to complete my equipage. The wife of the 
5 Colonel reſerved to herſelf the excluſive privi- 
lege of ſupplying me with ſugar, and other 
neceſſary proviſions for my table; While her 
. . huſband, military even in his gifts; begged me 
to accept of a new marquee, and the ſervices 
of the 'atmourer of his di to repair wy 


e M 


N Van 8 the poſt captain, who, 
had, ſucceeded Staring, ordered me, from his, 
ſtores, a moſt beautiful tent, in place of my 
owa, w which, from the continual rains L had; 
| experienced i in the country of Auteniqua, had. 
become. unſerviceable. Gilkin, the comman· 
Gant, of the artillery, and the officers of the, 
garriſon, ſent, me a conſiderable quantity of, 
powder. In ſhort, every perſon Was deſirous of, 
giving me ſomething; and, from the general | 
zeal dilplayed in my fayour, one might have 
| ſuppoſed that my journey was a public enter · 
priſe, to which all the inhabitants were bound 

| to contribute according to their abilities. 

BY conſidered myſelf as honoured by the ſmal- | 
leſt trifles, and made it my duty to accept them. 
Among the preſents of this kind J muſt men- 
tion one in particular, which was given me by ; 
the Colonel, and accompanied with ſome plea-. 
ſantry. - It conſiſted of three grenadier caps, 
on the gilt copper · plates of which, lower than | 
thoſe. of the French, was repreſented the 
crowned lion that forms the arms of Holland. 
He was aware that theſe caps were highly 
; äh we Ard and would ig me TY | | 
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tlie good will of the oi whoſe” chicfy 
1 10 think proper to ornament with "x | 
employed them for that purpoſe, as will 
Mereater be ſeen, in different places in the in- 
terior of the country ; ; and T have often re. 
Sf the want of objects equally” rare to the 
ſavages, and which might have facilitated an 
intercourſe that it would be vali to atterupt 
in any other way. In general, and it cannot 
be too often repeated, it is only with toys, as 
one may ſay, that the friendſhip of men la a 
flate of nature is to be conciliated. I am filled 


With a mixed ſentiment of contempt and indig- 


nation, when, in the accounts of travels among 
ſavages, I read hiſtories of maſfactes and Wars, 
of which, without a bluſh, men often avow 
_ themſelves the defenders, and which are exhi- 
| bited to Europeans as acts of proweſs, deſerv- 
ing of renown, and worthy: to be imitated, | 
As for me, 1 have already fad, that my reaſons 
ings upon this ſubje& : are very different: © oft this 
the reader will be more and more convinced, 

as he follows me in my travels. Experienced | 
as 1 am at preſent, it would be caly for me ſo 


to conduct myſelf, as to avoid even the thought 
ln wh 57 ef - 


Ae tas 
of an Anse that ſhould coſt the life of a z 
ſingle individual. It is in the name of hu- 
_ manity that * here exclaim againſt the impu- 
dent pretenſions of thoſe travellers, who would 
go to the diſtance of four thouſand leagues 
from their native foil, to ſubdue by the ſword' 
their fellow creatures, and make them adopt 15 
even their moſt ridicutous follies. By nature, 
wan is neither good nor bad; ſociety alone 
can render him worthleſs, It requires no little 
addreſs and ſincerity to diveſt ourſelves all at. 
once of our prejudices, and riſe to a level with 
thoſe whoſe confidence and love it 1 be ne- 
ceſſary to gain. | 
I did not delay, till the moment of: my de- 
parture, to provide myſelf. with merchandiſe 
for barter, which might be uſeful to me in my | 
route. Whenever a veſſel. had brought any. 
trinkets to the Cape, I. procu! red an aſſortment 
of them, and I had taken my precautions. ſo 
far back, as to be under no uneaſineſs on that 
head. My proviſion. of lead, tobacce, glaſs. 
ware, nails, and, aboye all, knives and tinder- 
boxes, was ready ;. and as my journey was to 
continue longer than the firſt, 1 had, doubled 
the quantity, intending ſtill to enn, them 
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We 4 erf eee in eh erm, wht 1. 5 
et out. | . ater} 
- My kitchen, utenſils dee been NE 
Ent for me, T did not think it neceſſary . 
to make any addition to them. 1 only ex- 
| changed a part of my, porcelain for a few ar- 
_ ticles. of the ſame kind made of pewter., I ſtill 
remembered the. accident that had happened to. 
it, when the, Waggon that carried it Was over- 
5 turned i in a river. Such convehięnces are little 
of themſelves; 3 but when cuſtom has rendered 
them neceſſary, v we feel a degree of diſſatisfac- 
tion at being reduced to a condition in which, | 
; is impoſſible to procure them. | | 
1 ought alſo to mention here other 8 | 
no leſs, Telfential, and of which I made ample- 
proviſion. I mean needles, pins, and tweezers, 
Vith a quantity of riband, and. ſome dozens of 
Indian handkerchicfs, particularly, thoſe of 4 
red or blue colour. All theſe, articles, which | 
the wives or daugliters of the planters inceſs. 
| ſantly aſk from traveſlefs, are neceſſary to gain 
1 "affeftions,. and, perhaps Wen more 
7 when an opportunity of ers. , 3 1 carried with. 
me alſo, though very, unſeaſonably, a z box filled 
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with locks ind ee e that 
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thet: Lmight render: à ſervice 0 o of the i in 5 


| habitants i in. the interior parts of the country: : 
but what would haye afforded me conſiderable 
: pleaſure, in my firſt journey, became uſeleſs 
in this; as I found no occaſion of giving away 
a age lock, except to a planter of Nameroo, 
ho accepted it, I believe; merely to oblige me, 
as I will freely confeſs I was ignorant myſelf 
where he could fix it, there being only two 
openings in his houſe, of which one, that 
ſerved as à door, was ſhut, during the night 
only, with an os's hide; and the other, ſerv- 
ing as a window, was cloſed with the bottgm 
bf an old caſæ. Laſtly, knowing how much 
muff was in requeſt among the women, I pro- 
vided myſelf with ſeveral pounds of it. How-* 
ever. minute theſe details may appear, their 
probable utility to future travellers, who may 
undertake the ſame expedition, leads me to 
_. conſider it as an indiſpenſable 8 not to paſs 
chem over in ſilence. | 
I bad ſent for Swanepoel to Ns to take 
cate of my packages, and to conſult him re- 
ſpecting my ſtores. His knowledge in theſe 


matters was likely to be of uſe to me; and in- 
deed he reminded me of certain occurrences 


r that, 
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that, for want of the Scbelläry tools, had occa· 
ſioned us very great embarraſſments. To guard 
againſt ſimilar inconveniences, I appointed him 
inſpe&or-general of all my preparations, charg- 
ing him to make a good aſſortment of every 
thing likely to be uſeful, that we might be in 
want of nothing by the way. After diſcharg- 
ing the duties of his office, he repaired without 
delay to the horde of Klaas, to inform him of 
the day of my departure, and to appoint a ren- 
dez vous in Swart- Land, at the houſe of my friend 
Slaber, where I purpoſed to aſſemble my whole 
caravan, and where one of my carriages had 
been previouſly ſent a long time before. 

Of the Hottentots who had accompanied 
me in my firſt journey, there were only eight 
with whoſe conduct I had been conſtantly ſa- 
tisſied. It was my wiſh, therefore, to retain 
only theſe eight, and I gave them notice of my 
intention. In vain did the others comg beg- 
ging that I would accept of their. ſervices ; I 
kept to my. reſolution, and rejected them. 8 
To ſupply their place, Swanepoel, on his re- 

turn, propoſed to me ſome intrepid fellows of 
his acquaintance, for whom he hecame'anſFer- 
able. Among ens: were e td excellent markſ- 


Wen, 


API 1% 


meh, who, he / thought, might be uſeful, and 
whom, indeed, I accepted without heſitation. 


1 had! it in my power to have enlarged my 
rowing: with ſeveral perſons more. As every 


one at the Cape knew that my firſt j journey 
had been fortunate, that no other aceidents 
55 had happened to me than choſe which are 
unavoidable in ſueh enterpriſes ; ; many Plan- 
5 ters and Europeans wiſhed to. be my al- 
74 ſociates. I cannot repeat all the requeſts that 


were made me on the ſubje& ; but, faith- 


ful to my principles, and determined more 


Wan ever to remain perfectly free in my ope- 


rations, I ſuffered my reſolution to be ſhaken 
neither by perſonal conſiderations, nor the 
moſt preſſing importunities ; and, under differ= 

ent pretences, ſoftened by. politeneſs and civis 


3 lity, I found means to diſembarraſs myſelf of all 


my ſolicitors.  _ 

Among the number was one in perde 
ef the name of Pinar, a keen ſportſman, a great 
frequenter of the woods, and more eſpecially 
- celebrated for his dexterity in hunting ele- 


; phants, Fhis man, who by his great exploits 
in this way had acquired a certain celebrity in 


the colony, and of whom a hundred acts of 
| L. "IP 2 1 | prowels, 
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browels exc more wonderful than another, 
were related, offered alſo to accompany! me; 
and, by the air of confidence with which he. 
preſemed himfelf, feemed perſuaded that 1 
ought to eſteem myſelf happy in having with 
me a hero of ſo extraordinary merit, 1 ven- 
tured, however, to thank him; and my readers 
| may judge for themſelves whether I was wrong 
in refuſing him, when I inform them that, 
having had the misfortune to meet him on my 
Wap, he had 28417 pecationes the death of 1 
he old Swanepoel. | | 
N was, hi tempted to make arr ex- 
ception in favour of a young ſurgeon, who 
was extremely preſſing in his entreaties. The 
talents of a man of his profeſſion might, in 
| cale of need, have become particularly uſeful 
doch to me and my caravan. Beſides, being 
obliged to have an intercourſe with the favage 
tribes among whom. I was about to travet, I 
- ſhould have It in my power to atminiſter to 
them alſiftanee, by which I ſhould increaſe'to- 
Wards me their good-will and affection: nor 
could I reflect without pain on that unfortu- 
N nate Gonaqua man, whom I had feen i in his hut, | 
9 to che moſt dreadful torture, with- 


out 


by 8 . 


ee 6p. 
out my being able, from my ignorance of me- 
| dicine, torelieve his ſufferings, 
On the other band, I had to fear chat 2 5 
4 dangers and fatigue of the journey would be - 
too great for the courage of my Eſculapius. 
And what was I to have done, ſhould that be 
EY, the caſe? [ muſt have returned the ſame way 
| I came, till I arrived at the colony, in-order to 
leave him i in a place of ſafety ; for 1 certainly 
ſhould not have abandoned him to himſelf in 
the midſt of the deſerts. 
In this perplexity, I was ſtruck ER an idea 
| that. appeared to remedy the inconvenience, 
and preſerve to each his perſonal independence. 
This was, to have a ſeparate carriage and efta- 
bliſhment for him, in order that, ſhould he be 
diſpoſed to return, he might do ſo freely, with- 
aut interfering with or impeding my progreſs. 
An arrangement like this would have placed 
us both equally at our eaſe. I propoſed it to 
him, adding, that my conſent to his accompany- 
ing me would entirely depend upon it: but it 
; 00 not mm ana I diſmiſſed it warn my 
1 Among op neee ee e the eget in 
l wers ſome Who would fain have diſſuaded me 
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from my plan, aſſigning gas a reafon the eee 


ed character of the African tribes, w om they 5 


repreſented : as ferocious monſters and PIE 
among whem I ſhould foon be infallibly de- 
ftroxed. But, flattering myſelf chat * knew 
man in a ſtate of nature better than theſe fine 
talkers, whole ſuperficlal knowledge had been 
derived from books deftitute 'of truth, * Had 
no dread of the danger that was afoot 
to me. I have had opportunities of ktudying 
human nature im its uncivilized ſtate; every 
Where it has appeared to me to be good; every : 
where I have ſeen it "alſo, when ndt irritated ky 
and treated with injuſtice, to be hoſpitable and 
friendly; ; and I here affirm, from the conviction 
of my heart, that! in thofe pretended barbarous | 
countries, where the whites have not yet 
| rendered themſelves odious, becaufe they have 
Never been there, it would have been ſufficient - 
for me to hold out my hand in token' of friend- 
ſhip, to make the Africans preſs it with affec- 
tion i in theirs, and receive me as their brother. 
If I wiſhed to obtain any ſervices from them, 
or to barter with them, I had in my brandy, my 
toys, and my tobacco, very advatitigeous means. 
eke eommeree. What black! is there who would 
| WT not, 


A FR ILO A. 1 i 
not, with tranſports. of joy, have yielded up to 


me every thing he had, for goods in the poſſeſ- 
ſion of which he would have found the moſt 


neceſſary objects, and the moſt delicious grati- 


fications with which he was acquainted? I're- 
peat it then, If 1 have been thwarted in my 
projects, they are not men, but the ſeaſons 
that I accuſe; the ſeaſons, whoſe unfriendly 
| oppoſition began to en from the mo- 


ment of my departure. 


At every time of the year the cont of Ty 

Cape are bad: and, if ſuch be their ordinary 
ſtate, judge what they muſt be when the rainy 
ſeaſon commences. Scarcely had I proceeded 
a quarter of a mile from the town, when one 
of my carriages was dragged into a hole; and 
overturned in the mud; nor was it poſſible for 


my ten oxen that drew it, nor ili exertions of 


my Hottentots, to ſtop its fall 138 
In an inſtant the accident was known at 5 


Cape, and [ was ſoon Joined by a crowd of the 
| inhabitants, ſome. attracted. by mere curioſity, ö 
and others by a deſire of being uſeful, . T had, 4 


in reality, need of aſſiſtance to place the car- 


Ms on its wheels again; for it was not poſſible 


ks it without unloading it, and the boxes 
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3 TRAVELS! In c 
were ſo large and ſo heavy, that they « could "not © 
be taken out and replaced without a multitude 
of hands. It was neceſſary even to empty 
them on the ſpot. Eyery one lent his aid; 
and, as my effects were taken out, they were 
depoſited round my carriages in ſuch places 
. as were freeſt from mud. In a little time, the 
whole ſurrounding ſpace was covered with 
them, and every thing I poſſeſſed, expoſed 
thereby to the view of the company. At 
length, my whole cargo was again put in order. 
and I purſued my courſe; but not without 
many diſtreſſing reflections on the part of the 
ſpectators, who, from {6 unfortunate end 5 
t augured no good of my jourdey. - | 
Their predictions were but too true; and 
I had ſoon reafon to apprehend a full accom- 
_ pliſhment of them, by 6 ſecond: e 
+ which I experienced, 8 4 
The accident which e to e 
rage had conſumed almoſt the whole day. It 
was half paſt three in the afternoon before I 
 - cold proceed; the days were the ſhorteſt in 
theyear, and, if my carriages travelled in the 
tight, accidents fill more diſaſtrous might 
1 5 place. To prevent Wan) I reſolved to top 


towards 


* 


— 
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towards the cloſe of the day, and Leauſed toy 
' gattle to be unyoked in Groene-Valey (green 
lake), about wo hundred: pooh from. 2 my 

es. 
3 all the mend of Aka, and al 


the accounts of the Cape of Good Hope, tha 


me Dutch word 24h is tranſlated valley: 
The ward va/ey, however, ſignifies a lake or 


marſh, 594 not SR Dutch is 


4 | 


Log. 
This was a manor 8 that 1 


7 make governor. His baas, or overſeer, law me 
arrive, and, while my oxen were unyoking, he 
ſtood quietly at his door; but no ſooner were 


they let loofe, than he gave orders to the Hot- 


tentots and negroes under his command, to ſeize 


tem and convey. them to the farm; At that 
- moment I had juſt cauſed a fire to be lighted. 


Surpriſed at the conduct of the ſlaves, I went up 
to the qyerſeer, and deſired him to explain it. 
He replied, that there were particular orders 


from government, which forbade. any planter 


to unyoke and turn cattle adrift within his 
2 s domains, and that, in conſequence of 


doing ſo, all my oxen were confiſcated. Excel- 
* W for A bare devoid of all principle! 


I was 


— 


ö 
{ 
| 
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I was not a planter, and therefore the regu- 
| Pens could in no manner aſſect me. As a 
ſtranger, I was pardonable. for not knowing it; 
and beſides this privilege of a ſtranger and a 
traveller,”T had, from the governef Bimſelf, 
Particular letters, in which he enjoined all the 
inhabitants of the colony, not only to avid 
throwing the leaſt impediment in the way 
of my journey, and to allow me a free paſſage 
wherever my curioſity might lead me, but 
alſo to give me, by authority of governinent, 
every affiftance' 1 might have occaſion for-. All 
this I repreſented to the overſeer. - 1 obſerved 
to him alſo, that, when my oxen were ſeized, 
they were in the downs, arid conſequently; be- 
yond the privileged boundaries of the domain. 
In ſhort, I complained to him of the uncandid 
marmer in which he had bebaved towards me, 
ſince, inſtead of giving me notice when he 
ſaw me unyoke, he contented himſelf with 
being a ſilent ſpectator, as if highly ratified 
"op feeing me fall into an error, 

TD: theſe remonſtrances he made no other 
reply, than that he had a right to confiſcite my 
cattle : and in truth the capture. would. have 
been of ſome worth: to him. Tired of his 

. FE - Iniquitous.- 


Are 8 - 15g 


e 


and, with All the BARD chat an KoneRt man is 
capable of diſplaying when' heated by paſſion; 
I gave him to underſtand what a raſcal Fthought 
him. To this he made no anfwer; but order- 
ed his ſlaves to collect all my oxen, and con- 
duet them to another plantatiom of the gover- 
nor's, a league diſtant. T could then no longer 
contalt” my indignation ; and elapping my 
double: barrelled fuſee to my ſhoulder, de- 
clared aloud, that if any man dared fo much 
as to touch one of my animals, 1 Wee imme- 

diately blow out his brains. we: 
This threat had the deſired effect. The 
baas: and his flaves, equally intimidated) r 
mained quiet, nd daring to ſtir. In BY 
attitude I left them; and, while they ſcarcely 
ventured to move, I ordered my writing-box 
to be brought, that I might inform the fiſcal | 
of what had happened, telling Swanepoel at 
the ſame time, to take one of my horſes and 
proceed to the Cape with my letter. Upon 
hearing the word fiſcal,” the overſeer began to 
tremble: he was afraid that, ſhould my com- 
Plaint reach his maſter, he might be deprived | 
0 98 He begged nie, therefore, to 
| _ countermand 
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countermand.. the departure of Swanepoel; 
ordered his people to ſet my cattle at liberty; 
and apologized in the moſt ſuppliant manner 
for his conduct, throwing the blame an ab 
ſeverity of the orders he had received. 
What the knave ſaid of theſe orders was per- 
Ab true; for, if there are ſervants of the 
4 © greateſt meanneſs, there are alſo maſters. of the 
moſt ſordid avarice. This conſideration pre- 
vented me from ſeeking to puniſh the overſeer: 
and, after all, when my oxen. were reſtored, 
what more-had Leodefbre?- 3 21 
As I could not, however, perfectly depend 
on the motives which had dictated this man's 
excuſes, I thought it right to be on my guard 
reſpecting my cattle, - To turn them. looſe 
to feed during the night would have been run» 
ping the riſk, ſhould the overſeer alter his re- 
-folution, of having them carried off without 
my knowledge: or be would have charged to 
my account, and perhaps have exaggerated, any 
damage they m ght have occaſioned, I ordered 
| them, therefore, to be all made faſt round my 
carriages, and. 1 placed, at hand dame md 
1 to defend them. | 
wha ee at break of toy, I proceeded 
on 


* 
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on my route towards Griviibilef (green vals 
ley), a canton ſo named from the beauty and 
excellence of its paſtures. It is one of the 
Company's poſts, where they fatten cattle for 
ſupplying the butchers in the town, and fot 
vicualling ſhips in their way to and from 
India. The day following, after paſſing through 
Bavians-Berg and Daſſen- Berg, I entered 8rart- 
Land. Though the roads were ſtill equally 
bad, they ceaſed to be dangerous to my carri- 
ages, becauſe we travelled upon ſand. Aſſured 


that there was no longer reaſon to fear their | 


| Being overturned, and out of patience at the 
flow pace they advanced, I put ſpurs to my 


| horſe, and took the lead, in order to arrive pag 


fore them at the houſe of my friend Slaber.- 
He was ill, and very much weakened bye 
violent Uyſentery ; 'a diſeaſe that in warm 
countries is always dangerous, but particularly 
ſo to perſons advanced in years. I threw my+ 
ſelf into his arms; he preſſed me in his; and 
by the pleaſure that fparkled in his counts- | 
nance, I ſaw that my preſence reſtored, in ſome 
meaſure, his ſtrength, and alleviated his pains. 
"Theſe ſymptoms of convaleſcence commiuni- = 
Gate PIP the Whole family, and in- 
. eb es creaſed 


1 thavers iN 


creaſed. the Pleaſure. they ſeemed to experietics - 
at ſeeing me; again. In the midſt of their 
kindneſs and;careſles, Klaas came alſo to pay 
his reſpects to me. = had appointed. him a 
meeting at the houſe of Slaber, where he bad 
.- arrived. the evening before with ſome Hotten- 
dots, his comrades, truſty perſons, whom he 
had ſelected to accompany me, and. whom. he 
accordingly introduced. The daughters of 
Slaber thanked me, with the rendereſt affection, 
for the relief 1 had afforded to. the ſufferings, 
of their father, a and, to complete his cure, they 
beſought me to ſpend ſome time with him. 
In vain did. I repreſent the embartaſſment into 
Which they would be thrown by the numerous 
train that followed me: they redoubled their 
entreaties, and urged me with ſuch terms of 
friendſhip, that I. was. obliged at length to 
comply. How, indeed, could. 1 reſiſt theſe 
charming daughters, who, ſoliciting 1 in behalf 
of their father, aſked, as afayour, what I ought 
to have conſidered as al kindneſs to myſelf. 1 
At the Cape, the European manners have 
Papa e into ſociety | the different. games 
that are common in Europe: but theſe games 
are e unknown. 1 in the eee, ee 
l 5 | _ the 


ated „ 


the . life: and habitual idleneſs of . the 

inhabitants. Neither cards nor dice are any 
where ſeen; their ſole amuſement is the chace; 
and this, in general, they purſue with indo- 
lence, unleſs they have, as ſpectators and com- 


panions, ſtrangers who are e ſponimen 


. F oo anion nnnnk Dey 

1 was, therefore, 3 with the tang Al 
2 hy ſhooters of the neighbourhood were invited, 
and for ſeveral days together we ranſacked the 
whole country around... Slaber's daughters, 
in the mean time, were not unmindful of their 
gueſt; and never, even at the court of ; Alci- 

nous, was a ſtranger the object af greater 
aſſiduity or mote affectionate care. They ex- 
erted their ſxill in paſtry, and prepared for me 
cakes, biſcuits, and confectionary, to add to 
my ſtock of proviſions : delicate moxſels, which 
I ought to have releryet. for, moments of fa- 

mine, but which, after the mantier of children, 


J was impatient to devour and ware with 7 


people. by oy J 125 bona : 1: . N * 


Theſe huating: excurſions Prepared me for 


auen of a; longer,dufation, and 1 imagined 
myſelf already engiged in them. I had not 


neglected to arrange my caravan. To accuſtom 


; 2 
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Key w/the ſevereidildplice that I-wiſheidt 
if peffible, to obſerve in this journey, I had. 
eneamped it at a diſtance from the houſe, and 
placed it under the inſpection of old Swane- 
poel. I recommended to him to ee 
his office with the utmoſt ſtrictneſs, as if we had 
to dread ſome hoſtile neighbour. I did not 
fail to obſerve it myſelf with the eye of 4 
maſter; and I watched, with particular atten- 
don, the new comers that had been procured 
dy Swanepoel: I was continually afraid I 
ſhould have cauſe to complain of theſe men, and 
_ that their ardour might cool before I had an 
opportunity of putting it to the trial. Tt aps 
peared of importance to me, to bring even my 
| oxen and horſes to the habits they were here: _ 
after to follow, and for that reaſon they were 
removed to the camp: my goats alſo were 

tied up every evening round my carriages. 
The muchJoved family-ofSlaber were highly 
| delighted with this ſpectacle, which was per- 
fectly new to them; and the girls, particularly, 
often propoſed to travel and encamp with me. 
One of them rallied me mere obſtinarely | 
than the reſt, and repeated, that nothing ought 
do ercuſe * nt with me a female cam- 
1 
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anion. Senſible ſhe was far from being in 
earneſt, I ſtrenuouſly reſiſted all ſhe could urge. 
on this bead aud with great gravity refuſed 
the offers of one who certainly intended he 
boundaries of her father 8 farm to be the limits 
of] her excurſion. However, i it is not without 
ſome vexation and regret that I now feel this 
happineſs was wanting to render the enjoy- 
ments of my peregrination complete; and that 
nothing was more eaſy chan to have departed, 
ſhared the toils of the j journey; returned, 7 
| in a word, lived with r me. 

\ Though it was how the iilddle. of winter 
according to the ideas of the inhabitants, that 


is to ſay, the 1 rainy ſeaſon, we-nevertheleſs en- 
| joyed for out hunting excurſions very favour- 


able weather, the rain not being ſo frequent at 


this period in the mountains as at the Cape. 


This muſt be aſcribed to the collection of clouds 
driven from the north towards the Table moun- 
tain, and which never fail to break over the 
town and its environs. We reſided under a 
mild climate; and every day was more delight- 
ful than che preceding one. Thoſe terrible 
ſouth-eaſt winds; which often deſolate the 
whole eountry 3 had fled from bur at- 
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bee ide tr IN ain 
kee; "Ind I deliciouſly abandbiica” R's 
| dis enjoyments of this ſecond Capuia, I ber 
came ſolitary and thoughtful.” At'the fame 
time 1 regretted to ſee fo many charming days 
no better oectpied that in killitig tnfigaiticadt 
game, and was reſolved arrange matters for 
my departure; but an une pected incident in- 
: fervened ſtill for a ſhort time to delay it. 
Nothing could be farther from my thoughts 
at that moment than that unfortunate vellet 
the Middelburg, i in which ＋ had formerly loſt 
my whole property, When it Was ſuddeni7 
brought to my recollection by one of Slaber's 
ſons, who came to tell me, chat ſome neigh- 
| bours, having, examined the remains of the 
wreck' in Saldanha Bay, had diſtinly per- 
ceived the hull of the veſſel, at the depth of 
twenty feet under water; that curioſity, and 
the allurement of the riches it might contain, 
had induced ſome of them, who were expert 
divers, to plunge into the gulph, and that their 
labour and ſearch had not been fruitleſs. —— 
veral of them, he ſaid, had brought up ſome 
| TR 3 of pts q and that, W 
We | e 
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wy emboldeged. by their 1 had ha- 
zarded a ſimilar ſub · aqueous pilgrimage, and 
endeavoured to found the ſides of this ill-fated 
Vveſlel. It was natural for me, who had loſt in 
it the only treaſures on which my hopes were 
founded, to put in a elaim upon this occaſion ; 
and if by my efforts I obtained only a piece 
of a rope, or. ſome wretched and broken therds, 
they would have appeared to me precious re- 
5 les, worthy. of being carried away and pre- 
ſerved in remembrance of my misfortune. : 

The cargo of the veſſel had conſiſted chiefly 
of porcelain from China and Japan. Other 
planters, as I have ſaid, in imitation of the firſt, 
had gone to ſearch the wreck; and had been 
_ equally. ſucc ſucceſsful ; but the buſineſs, becoming 
at laſt too arduous, had been abandoned. I 
Was reſolved, however, to revive the attempt. 
The calmneſs. of the weather appeared to be 
favourable, to the enterpriſe, and I was the 
more eager to engage in it, from the opportu- 
nity it would afford me, if I ſucceeded, of pre- 
ſenting ſome elegant porcelain to my fair 
hoſteſſes, as well as to ſome of their Db 
13 by whom, during my viſits to Slaber, 

f „ 00 Thad. 
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1 m d weed with grear Kitidneſs' a 


friendſhip. - Bin aids uh 

Kecordingly, taking with me 4 bay of m 
people and fome good fwimmers, I ſet out foe 
Hoetjes Bay, aſmalt creek into which our ſhip! 
had retired when atticked by the Engliſh . 
ſquadron. 1 found the Middelburg, as it hac 


: been deſcribed to me, very near the ſhore; 


about twenty feet under water, and its hull, 
from the ped of the” ſea, e yaa 
üble. Nie a 
This calmneſs Aided che operations Wi my 
divers, and they entered upon the buſineſs witli 
fo muell alacrity, that it was not long before 
they brought up à number of looſe articles, 
which L depoſited with great joy on che ſhore: - 
5 Wich ſuc prizes, however, they were not ſatiſ- 
fied; though the taſk was ſo difficult, as the . 
planters had experienced, that frequently, be- 
fore they ſucceeded in an attempt, they were 


obliged to return ſeveral times to TR warne on 
the water to breathe. _ © ; 


At tlie bottom of the ſhip. Aeg be be | 
0 boxes; ' but they were too heavy for the ex- 
| ertions of a dale Wien to lift. "Means f 
. While 
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Abbe 1. would be highly gratifyipg to them to 
procure me one; and to accompliſh; it, they. 

| 4exiled, the. plan of diving two at a time, hold- 
ing one another by the hand, in order to-labour "Og: 
together on the ſame box, and raiſe it, if. poſ- 
ble, by their joint efforts, one on each | fide. 
The manceuvre ſueceeded; and 1 ſaw. them 
'" ſhortly. appear with a complete box, Ach my! 
nn fafety to the ſhr es A 
Charmęd xith my creaſure, and anxious to 
Tb what it contained, I cauſed it to be 

_ opened; when I found, to my extreme ſatiſ⸗ 
faction, a handſome ſervice of diſhes and plates 

. of all ſizes, well aſſorted. Other divers had 
furniſhed me with tea-cups, and ſome.magnifi- 
cent boyls, equally valuable for the beauty of 

_ their ſhape and their;extraordinary fize. But 
by remaining ſo long under water the colqur 
of this china was ſo much altered, that the part. 
originally white appeared as if variegated. with 

a tint of green; and what was ſtill worſe, it 
had contracted, from the ſame cauſe, ſo nauſeous 
and fetid a marine ſmell, that thoſe of my peo- 
ple who had opened. the box, or aſſiſted ja 

_ emptying, it, were, as well as myſelf, ſeized | 
With a in 1 this circumſtance 1 
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eme Bos, night Was "approichs 
ing: my people cherefore, after” 'wathing 
the china, Wow took: . his burden; and'we 
bern FFC n 
item ey chat this ſtrauge ſmell had 
Kok penetrated b beyond the fubface; tny firſt eart, 
on my arri al at the plantation, Was to afcers 
tain this by cauſing ſome _ and other ar- 
cles to he immerſed for a While in boiling 
Water mixed With aſhes.” I then wiped" tue 
veſſels thils Jixiviated; and put ſome tea in "= 
 tea-cup, ſome victuals in a diſh, and eme milk 
in a bow}; but they inſtantly at cquired b de. 
_ reſtable 5 tifte, and ſo ſtercoracecs a favour, * 
us induced me to believe that all my labour - a 
would prove do be Iniitleſs. In vain! were 
_ other” means tried” to deſtroy this odour and. + 
taſle; none of them öesedec, and'T +, orty up, 
| thing. N engen 1 9 
Ia my diſpleaſure L nid bn the 8 
"ap milk; and upon my going to ſee i it, two hours | 
alter, 1 Ta with aſtoniſhment that it was'turned A 
to a curd. It was to be preſumed that every 
other article of the china would haye the ſame 
I wied TY den, and examined pe: 
En age MP 
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produce a finflar effect. In fbürteen minutes 
che Wilk was curdled, and, What was Femark = 

Able; it bad no bad le This fact Topplied' | 

me With as uſeful kint.” It told me, chat in 

the" eburſe of my Journey I might Tpeedily and 8 

Whenever! len have” new cheeſe; and the | 


A 


| oa a Fetninate' ck 'of 4 Me kind 


had fupplied me with butter, my milk havifig 
been changed into that ſubſtance merely by the 
jolting of my catrlage. From my cow Tan 
my he. goats I thould no be Able te procure, ES 
5 without Gifficulty, butter, cheeſe, and whey. 1 
_ caified Wü me, "therefore, four of the'bowls, - 
Such ſerved" me duting my whole Journey. - 
They did not, indeed; retain their virtue in in its 
| full force; after four or fixe months ir dimis 
niſhed, and the milk was cürdled f more lowly 3 
chere were times even, according to the degrees 8 
of temperature, when the effect was not pto- = 
f duced i in leſs than five or fix hours; but it was FR 
fure to take place, and did not entirely ceaſe tilt. 
the end of fix or ſeven months. The vellds, © ok 
A 3 neyer "loft theſe Aſagreeable marine 5 
taſte. 4 
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a Previouſſy to my quitting the Cape, 1 had - 
OS prepared ſeveral letters for my family, in which 

I informed them of my intended ſecond expe- 


5 dition, and the means I had deyiſe for carry: 


ing it into eſſect. It was not poſſible to tell 
| Sh the preciſe route I ſhould follow, becauſe 
1 was ignorant of it myſelf, as it would depend 
| entirely upon local circumſtances, which might 
happen to favour or thwart. my wiſhes. 
merely faid, that my plan in general was ta 


.eroſs, from ſopth to north, the whole conti- 


nent of Africa, and then to return to Europfe 
by the way of Egypt if the paſſage of the Nile 

Vas open, and if not, by the coaſts pf Barbary ; 
| "that this enterpriſe; from the beſt calculations 
IP ; I could make, would require fx years; and 
| that as, during that period, no opportunity 
might offer for writing to them, aha ought i 
8 Ns to be alarmed at my filence, E 
Phbgſe letters I had reſolved not to ſend ul * 
it ſhould appear that no farther obſtacles would 
ſtand in the way of my journey. When ſure 
of this, I immediately diſpatched Swanepoel to 
the Cape with them, requeſting Colonel Gordon 
to forward them to their place of deſtivation 
* the firſt neutral veſſel that ſhould ſail. 

On his 8 e WOES me . | 
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Kyo ithe Colonel, in which; as anew teſtimony 
of zeal-and attachment, he had-ſketched out, 
4 point by: point, the coprſe'1 ought to- purſye. 


| wich 8 Paterſon, wo knew the places 
where water was to be found, and he obligingly 
Pointed, them out. Not content with this ſer- 

, vice, great and important as It was, he fought 
to rendgr me another, by procuring me the ac- 
quaintance of two perſonages, extremely de- : 
ſirable in an excutſion like mine; the one a 
planter, of the name of Schoenmaker, who 
bygd after the Hottentot manner among the 
favages; Y the other a mulatto Hottentot, who 
ſpoke with fluency the Nimiqua language, and | 
[who would, on that account, be ſingularly uſe- 
ful, if I could prevail on him to accompany | 

me, To each of theſe men Colonel Gordon 
wrote a feparats letter recommending me to 

| their care, and he ſent them to me unſealed, - 

beging 1 would read them to the parties. It 
could indeed be no eaſy taſk to find in their 5 
deferts two ſuch wandering and unſettled 

ood beings 3 5 but ſo minute were the Colonel's di- 
rections, and ſo laboriouſſy had he pointed out 1 
1 means of endet 2 5 as] "WAY ſay, that, Ke | 

F 1 arrived a 
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rfived-in thelt cantons, I Iuebee 


not without difficulty, i m my fart... 


Ho ingenious are the devices ec 19% h 
And can T ever ſuffciently acknowledge my 


Obligations to that of Colonel Gordon in this 


but the lives of all my people? It was in n te 


midſt ofa gry and burning deſert, when oblig ed 2 
RT abandon my Waggons and effects, after | ee- 
ing. alt my oxen, one after another, periſh with, 


thirit, when reduced, with my poor. comrades, 
tothedeftitute ſituation ofhavingr no other drink 


inftanee, to which I oe not only my own life, 


than the milk of r my goats, and when inevitable . 
death ſeemed to await alike both them. and | 
me it was in this extremity, I called to mind | 


the planter and Hottentot to whom. his provi- 


dent kindneſs, had recommended. me. Guided 


by his inſtructions, [ entered upon. the purſyit 


of theſe men; I found, them, and. we were 
faved.. But let me not anticipate moments. 5 


5 of anguiſh, of which the recollection will 


be ſufficiently bitter Then: L, come to deſcribe | 


them. 


| ; for the precaution I took, and which doubtleſs 


om $900; genius ſuggeſted © to me of increaſ- 


ing, 


What 12 had I 335 to 1 l 


AP 2m 17t i | 
| fag, lille at the houſe of Slaber; the number 


of my goats! I purchaſed ſeveral in the neigh- . 
bourhood, and particularly young ones, which, 


though they afforded-no milk as yet, would 


foot become more exuberant than their mo- 
thers,' I added alſo to my ſtock of cattle three 


milch cows. Among the articles too ef do- 


meſtie conſumption, I provided myſelf with 


few ſacks of flower: not that I flattered myſelf 


e my journey to be ſupplied thereby wit 


- freſh bread ; ſuch an expectation would have 


been madneſs; ; but it would be poſſible at leaſt 


to have ſoups, paſtry, and cakes; and theſe 
would be a ſort of ſubſtitute. Every habit to 


which we accuſtom ourſelves becomes inſen- 
ſibly a want. This I had particularly experi- 


eneed in the beginning of my firſt journey. 


Jo be all at once totally without bread had. 


been extremely painful to me; and I hoped 


now, by means of this flower, gradually to 
wean myſelf from the cuſtom, in order to be 
prepared againſt a day of neceſſity, Beſides, FM 
if circumſtances proved favourable to the mak= 


ing of bread, I had the wife of Klaas, who 
might render-me this ſervice. She had accom- 


* . in our excurſion, with the hope 
2 _ thy, 85 
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chat, paſſing near the eountry where he had fr 
met with her, I ſhould procure her an oppory 

tunity af ſceing again her horde and her 
friends. In the eyes of a eit, this love of coun- | 
try, in ſavages whom he diſdains, and whoſe 
exiſtenee appears to him a ſoene of uniform 
vretchedneſa, will doubtleſs be regarded as im- 
probable. He will conceive that there can be 
no happineſs but in towns, and none of this 
Puatriotiſm except in places where there are to | 
be obtained what he calls the conveniences of 
life, that is, the gratification of wants which 
he has created himſelf, and. which ahermards : 
become neceſlaries. 

1, had, fixed the Isth 1 0 105 my We 

8 from the habitation of Slaber, On 
the 14th'I made a general. muſter of my equi- 
page and my people. Including the wife of 
Klaas, and my inſpector- general Swanepoel, * 
had altogether nineteen perſons, thirteen dogs 
in high cendition, one male and ten female 
gpdats, three horſes, of which two, handſomely 
capariſoned, were thoſe given, me. by Boers ; fl 
three milch cows, thirty-ſix draft c oxen for my . 
three waggons, fourteen for relays, and two to 


carry the baggage of my. Hotgplgh. Theſe 
fifty 


AKAI m 


By head of horned cattle were dufßelent fot 


he preſent ſervice; but I meant to increaſe ; | 


them as it ſhould become neceſſary, and as 1 
_ advanced-farther from the colony, where, in 
the way of barter, I ſhould be able to purchaſe 


them at 4 cheaper rate. The cock that, in my 
firſt journey, had afforded me intervals ofplea- . 
ure, ſuggeſted the idea of having one again, 


and, that it might be happier than my other 
had been, I gave it a mate. Laſtly, for my 


amuſement; and, I may alſo ſay, for ſociety, 
took my ape Kees; Kees who, chained up 


during my abode at the Cape, had apparently 
loſt his · gaiety, but who from the moment he 
regained his liberty gave himſelf up to ſports 

and anticks that were extremely diverting. 
Such was the company I aſſociated in my 


enterpriſe, and which I had conteived to be 
neceſſary, either to inſure its ſucceſs,” or for 
the purpoſe of e me er nee re- 


laxations. 
Next morning every hen was ready for my 


departure, according to the orders I had given, 

and my people were waiting only for my = 

ſignal to begin their march. Whilſt I was 
3 a —_— adieu to the Slabera, and 


while 
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_- titude, I a thouſand and a thouſand times em- 
draced the kind family, who till that moment 
had continued to load me with marks of friend- 
ſmip ard care, and from whom I thought my 
* ſelf about to be ſeparated for ever. When on 
ide very point of quitting them, the young men 
of the neighbourhood ꝓreſented themſelves to 
take leave of me, and to aſſiſt at my departure. 
inhabitants wiſh to teſtify their reſpect for thoſe 

whom they eſteem. The whole troop ſaluted 
me with a diſcharge of muſketry; and I,who = 


7 
i", 
Fi 


” a6: | Tay gta 4, 
| while my heart ſwelled with affectichate gin 


expected ſuch a teſtimony of politeneſs, Te» 
turned it by another from my - Hottentots, | 


When I mounted my horſe, theſe young peo- 
ple accompanied me on horſeback alſo to the 


diſtance of above à league. At lengtli, being 
obliged to feparate, and having mutually 


ſhaken hands, I was again ſaluted by a gene- 
ral diſcharge, to which I replied by firing my 
- ' own piece, and cauſing my people to ſire theirs. 


To ſpeak the truth, I regretted the loſa of my 


gun- powder waſted in this manner to no pur- 
poſe; but cuſtom required this ſacrifice, and 1 
"0 _ not. avoid it without, a bread of polite · 


neſs, 
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mirc atelide: poems volun- 
tarily conferred upon me the greateſt, honout 
them to pay. Some of the planters in the 
neighbourhood: of the Cape eee 
8 N e for ſuch ſalutes. | 
In the ſouthern part of Afriewit-i is 180 
2 ks long marches: during the fine days of 
ſummer, chat is to ſay in January, when the 
day conſiſts of fourteen hours; but at the ſolſtice 
in June, when the ſun is in the northern he- 
; miſphere, the days being only nine hours and 
half, the length of the night will not allow a 
kellet to advance as faſt as he might with. 1 
Such was nearly the period at which I fer t. 
Beſides, being obliged to traverſe the colony, |} 
Had reaſon to expect that I ſhould be every 
here retarded by the importunity and polite- 
neſswof the planters; and indeed this was the 
eaſe che very firſt day. I had prepoſed to en- 
camp near the refidence of Louis Karſten; but 
chat worthy and reſpectable planter, of whom 
I have had vecaſion to ſpeak in my firſt jour- 
ney, and at whoſe houſe I paſſed ſome agree- 
able moments' during my ſtay at Saldanha Bay, 
Pu his wife and ö among 
ane | 


= 
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whom were four handſome b eee | 
with the uſual ſalutes, to invite me to paſs the 

night under his roof; and I could not refulſe, 
However, in my next day's journey, to ſave 
both my time and my powder, I firmly re- 
jected every ſolicitation of this kind, and 
pitched my tent for the firſt time; but as there 


had been a heavy fall of rain, and as, if it con- 


tinued, I might be ſtopped by the overflowing ; 
of the Berg rivier, I -haſtened to eneamp the 
ſecond day on its banks, and the day following: 
I happily left it behind m. 
Ibis river, which has its DEI: in Ne He- 
len's Bay, but according to Kolben much 
higher up, bounds, on the eaſt and north, the 
diſtnct called Start-Land (black- country), 
though the ſoil is far from being of that colour; 
on the contrary, it is ſandy, and yet produces 
grain of all ſorts except oats, which grow no 
where in the eolonies, and in place of which 
barley 1 is ſubſtituted for horſes. In Swart-Land, 
_ theſe. animals have no other food with their 
barley but chopped ſtraw. Ia ſummer, there 
fore, when graſs is ſcarce, on account of the 
rivers and ſtreams 8 dried VP 4 te « planters 
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Ab panel and to keep at dme lch thoſe 
abſolutely. necefſary either for tilling the lard 
 oxiconveying their cort. to the tdw] m 
Every kind of large dere PP 
iog evell the elephant, was found formerly i 
this country. At preſent nothing of that 
ſort i is to be ſeen but a few bubels, and very 7 
r&tely-ſome paſdns: The planters, by ſettling 
ere, have: deſtroyed? or driven away all 
 the-gelt, +>With:iregard to ſmall game, ſuch 
28 the ae the: duyker, the grys bock, 
hares, partridges, &cc. it is till very abuhl 
duni and, eee much ſo for the hap. 
piridly' of 'the country; fince it Gratis thither 
ee jackals, leopards, pakithers, and above- 195 
al, wild dogs, "which are a teal fcburge tl 
the flocks in this” district. The lion feldoth 
makes is appearance heft? "Elttier” from 
huughtineſs or prudence this animal ſhuns its 
habited places; as If afraid of expoſing kitn- 
_ felf in an unequal conteſt, "where his courage J 
and bis s Arcageh' e would hed <pyoled by fire- 
170 the: has of Shure Lasch is the 
charming and fertile diſtrict of che Twenty- 
four-Riverz. With freſh pleaſure 1 beteld che 
Vor. 1. „.. © 
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terreſtrial paradiſe of Southern Africa; e 
n plains which J have elſewhere de · 
ſcribed ; and thoſe odoriferous groves of orange = 
and ſhaddock: trees, which ſeparate the habit- 
-ations from each other, and which make us re- 
gret that they are n top COPEL been, 2 
and, diſcontinued. - 

Though 8 3 to we 14 
5 L had formed, rot to ſtop at the houſe 
of any Planter, J could not however diſpenſe 
with paying my reſpects, as paſſed, to Hans 
 Liewenburg, a rich land- holder, who on va- 
rious occaſions had treated me with conſider⸗ 
able kindneks and. eſteem, and with whom 
I bad lodged in my preceding excurſion through 
this diftridt. . Though Liewenburg, as well as 
bis neighbours, employed the moſt preſſing ſo 
licitations | to detain me, I reſiſted a long time: 
hut it Was! impoſſible not to comply, when 
. one of his ſans, uniting his entreaties to thoſe of 
bis father, promiſed to afford me an oppor- 
tunky. of killing two. magpißcent birds, which 
were continually ſeen near the plantation. At. 
firſt, this vague promiſe appeared to me to be 
only one of thoſe ingenious ſtratagems which, 
politeneſs ſometimes allows uſelf to ble 1. I, 


put 


& 1 * 
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put therefore ſeveral Gheftione- to the young 
mah, begging him to deſcribe the birds in 
queſtion; and he did it in a manner fo clear | 

atid ſo natural, that T readily diſtinguiſhed in | 

the deſcription the anhinga, an uncom mon 
bird which I had not yet ſeen in Africa. 

This diſcovery. attacked me, ſo to ſpeak, on 
5 weakeſt fide. From that moment I was 

ndt at liberty to refuſe ; and I granted, to my 
"ſhame be it ſpoken, to two birds, which I was 
not yet ſure of getting, what I had refuſed to 
' wad ſolicitations of friendſhip. 

Niet morning 1 reminded my young man 

of tits promiſe, and he conducted me towards 

"4 tree that was commonly frequented by theſe 

: birds. 1 footi found that T had not been de- 
teived in my conjeQures ; I actually perceived 

two anhingas, but of 4 particular ſpecies, 
different from the two peculiar to America, and 
from that of Senegal, deſeribed by Buffon. The 


young man, who had for a long time obſerved i 
their habits, told me that it would be neceſſary 


for me to retire, if I wiſhed to take a ſure and 
"advantageous aim. He conducted me, there- 
fore, to a diſtance of about two or three hun- 
e Paces from the tree; made me conceal _ 
N 2 e | my- 
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e af e g, they 
Ph - Fold undoubtedly. paſs over my head. His 
3 cKonjecture yas, howeyer, not verified; theſe 
* Þ birds, more cunning, than we; had perceived 
dur ſtratagem; and ſeeing but one perſon, in- 

2 ſtead of two, they ſuſpected. that the abſence 
* the other was to be dreaded, and accord- 
. flew. off i in a different direction. By 


ES 71714 


been eaſy 8 me to God hem apal in; 3 but „ 55 
5 thould have run the riſk of 3 hops 


ert 7 . cohntry, EF Beſides, ;1 185 was not yilling to 
fir re. af; the 9 ne WI] ſhould be certain Hah 
mg wer would? bing down 3 { 
deferred the excuffieg, there i I i Wr. 

: ner, and, d we retyrngdey! ene. 

1 hs evening, quit before ſun-ſet, Lagain re- 
paired g to my lurking-place. z aud that J might 
not be obſerved: hytheaphingas, 15 Went. thither 
ieh, VV 
- proceeded. along 45 de, This We ge e- 

1 \_<epiion ſueceeded: Hurt Hrs, 6, having, no 

"cave, of ger, ſed: E at. 
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e fuſee I Meng them both 16 the: 


ground. 

- Become poſſefſor of: an iet 10 valuable l in 
my eyes, could 1 quit abruptly, after I had ob- 
tained it, the complaiſant hoſts to whom I was 
indebted for it? No:—gratitude, friendſhip, 
and even decency, required that J ſhould re- 
main ſome days with them, and I obeyed the 
dictates of theſe ſentiments. 

Though I reſerve for my ornithology the 
anne deſcription of theſe birds, I cannot 
refrain from giving the reader a ſhort ſketch of 

The denomination of 'Slange-Hals-Voogel, - 
(ſnake-necked bird), which my Hottentots 
gave to the anhinga, characteriſes it in a very 
ſimple and accurate manner. Buffon, who 
was equally ſtruck with the conformation pecu- 
| liar to birds of this kind, has delineated them 
by a ſimilar expreſſion. © The anhinga, fays' 
he, © exhibits a reptile graſted on the body of 
%a bird.” Indeed there is no perſon, who, : 
upon ſeeing the head and neck only of an an- 
hinga, while the reſt of the body is ens 
the foliage of the tree on which it is perched,” 
would not take it for one of thoſe ſerpents ; ac, 
cuſtomed to climb and reſide in trees; 3 and the - 

1 3 N 1 
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miſtake is fo much the eafier, as al its torcuGus! 
motions ſingularly favour the illuſion. - 2 
In whatever ſituation the anhinga m be . 
ſeen, whether perched on a tree, ſwimming in 
dhe water, or flying in the air, the molt appa - 
rent and remarkable. part of its body is ſure to 
be its long and ſlender neck, which is con- 
tinually agitated by an oſcillatory motion, un- 
leſs in its flight, when ir becomes immoveable - 


and extended, and forms with i its tail a ese 


f e and horizontal line. 


The true place which nature ſeems to have 
aſſigned to the anhingas, in the numerous claſs 
of the palmipedes, is exaQly between the cor- - 
morant and the grebe ®. They partake indeed 
equally of both theſe genera of birds, having 
the ſtraight ſlender bill and the long neck of 
the latter; while they approach the former by 
the conformity of their feet, the four toes of 
which are joined by a ſingle membrane. ac 
| e Ars of the: cormorant 00 * eir my gy 


A 


1 This bs! is called hs h Greater! "OE 
or Arſefoot ; ; by Edwards, the Greater Dobchick ; and by . 
Briſon, Colymbus and Grebe, of which he eriumerates 2 


eleven diſtinct 1 rack 9 35 his Orvichologis, vol. 74 
Page 55 - = 9 
| | LES | having 
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Shaping like it the wings larger, and fitter for 
the purpoſe, .than thoſe of the grebe, Which 
are ſhort and weak. The tail of the anhingas 
is extremely long: a characteriſtic very ſingu- 
lar and remarkable in a water fowl, and which - 
ought, it would ſeem, to render them totally 
diſtin from diving birds, which, in er 
have little or no tail. 

By this trait, they approach gall nearer. to 
the cormorants* ; for though the tails of the 
latter are ſhorter, the tails of both have a great 
reſemblance to each other, ſince their quills are 

_ equally ſtrong, elaſtic, and proper to form a 
rudder when theſe fowls ſwim through the 
water in purſuit of fiſh, which conſtitute their 
principal -nouriſhment., When the anhinga 
ſeizes a fiſh, he fwallows-it intire if it be ſmall 
enough, and if too large he carries it off to a 
rock, or the ſtump of a tree, and, fixing 
it under one Is en to ee with 
his bill. 
.* Though 1 water is the bete Get of 
"this bird, it builds its neſt and Tears its e 


of: At the. 5 FE are 8 kinds. of TS 
one of which has tail loſt as "I ao han 
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5 on rock and trees; but it takes great b 

Place thetm in fuch à manner that it cat Frect- 
pitate them into a river as ſoon as they are able 
to fin, or the e lafety farms pg may | 
- require Wt 9 
There are, in cel few Ann; ſo fierce 
and ſo cunning” As diving birds; but, in my 
opinion, the one I am deſeribing furpaſſes in 
ſagaeity all the other ſpecies; particularly when 
ſurpriſed buimming; for it is then very diffi- | 
cult, I may ſay indeed impoſſible, to Kill it, as 
As head, Which is tlie only part expoſed, 


plunges and diſappears the inſtant the ffint 


touches the hammer of the fuſee; and if once 
miſſed, it is in vain to think of approaching it 
2 ſecond time, as it never ſhows itſelf more, 
but at very great diſtances, and then only for 
the moment neceſſary for breathing. In ſhort, 
ſo cunning is it, that it will often baffle the 
ſportſman, by qglunging at the, diſtance of a 
hundred paces above him, and riſing again to 
Werbe zt the diſtance of more than a.thouſand 
ces below, him; anch if it. has the good for- 


tune to find any reeds, it e itſelf there, 
a entire]: difappears, $36 037+ $5 * * 


ent The "wal e anhinga, of which Tigre" heat” 


go / & - 3 "ain. 
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een from the, female, which is, ſmallex, in 
Having the whole under part of the body, from 
he brealk to the root of the tail, of a beautiful 
black, while the latter has he ſame, parts ofa 
Fellow iſabella colour. It has alſo, on each 
Ade of its neck, a white, tripe, which extends 
from the eye to the middle of its length, and 
iaterſects a reddiſh. ground. A very, ſingular 
e to, all the anhingas, is 
| that of haying the feathers of the tail deeply 
 Atriated, and as it were ribbed. I ſhall. paſs 
over other ſingularities, hin will ane 
in my general deſcriptions. 
Duting the time I reſided. at the houſe * 
Liewenburg, I chiefly employed myſelf in 
again traverſing every part of the diſtrict. The 
family, according to the cuſtom of the coun- 
try, exerted themſelves to ptocure me oppor- 
- tunities of enjoying the pleaſures of the chace; 
and, in conformity with:jhe ſame cuſtom, 
the neighbours were invited to join in them. 
We killed a great quantity of ſmall game, par- 
tieularly -wood-cocks, which are very numerous 

on acecunt of the abundance of rivers that every 

where form ſmall marſhes 3 and we wandered = 

We dyer dale hish mountains which arethe:boun- 

bo e . 
| 


* 


* 

* * * 

* 

* 

* 
— * 
* 

1 


1866 rRAVEUS IN 


| *garies of this deliphtful" country. The Ul 
|  _ of cheſe mountains are covered with large 
ttrees, and among theſe we fell in with a" pan- 
| ther, which my dogs rouſed from its den 
among the rocks. In an inſtant, and at one 
leap, it ſprang to the top of a tree, twenty fert 
in height above them; and as the briars and 
fallen trunks which lay extended on the ground 
retarded the quickneſs of my pace, I could 
not get within reach of it time enough to fire, 
Which afforded it an opportunity of eſcaping | 
from tree to tree, as faſt as it could have done 
on an open plain. Beſides the antelopes of 
. which I have ſpoken, we found in the canton | 
of the Twenty-four Rivers a number of zebras, | 
paſans, bubels, and oſtriches, which muſt be 
Hunted on horſeback 3- but the ground is fo 
covered with buſhes,” and ſo encumbered by 
the arched neſts built there by the termites, 
or White ants, that it is very dangerous to 
purſue them full ſpeed, as the ne wn and 
animals requires. 5 Q 
Naturaliſts have for ſome time paſt ts 0 
acquainted with this ſpecies of ants, which, ad- 
vancing under ground like miners, conſtruct 
555 ee at certain diſtances, a ſort of 
| "Ow 
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| dome or arch ſeveral feet in height. Subd: 
communicated many years ago to the Royal 
Society of London a very minute deſcription of 
them, a tranflation of which has been inſerted 
in the French edition of Sparman's Travels by 
the editor. In this account we are told of tlie 


height and figure of the domes conſtructed bythe 
termites ; of the danger experienced by habita- 
tions in the neighbourhood of theſe ĩnſects; 
and of the deſtruction they frequently occaſion, 
ſo as to deſtroy in one night the whole fur- 
niture of a houſe; but theſe details are not ap- 
plicable to the termites of the Cape of Good- 
Hope, or at leaſt to thoſe I have had an oppOor- 
tunity of ſeeing, either in Camdebo, or the 
diſtrict of Twenty- four-Rivers. I have found 
more than once termites in Africa; but they 
were neither ſo dangerous nor ſo deſtructive as 
thoſe mentioned by Smeathman. The higheſt 
of their huts, which I ſaw, did not exceed four 
feet; and they were more or leſs ſolid, accord- 
ing to the ſolidity of the ground in which they 
were conſtructed. r 


covered with moſs and graſs like thoſe ſeen by 


the Engliſh traveller, they are always, in the 
23 in Which I travelled, perfectiy ſmooth,” 
| 4 96 
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ayd of the ſame. colour e cer of which, 
they. have: been, formed. din Derne 
The Hottentots eat ha anda; as theſe 
ants, Which they conſider as a very great deli- 
cacy and mine, when they found an oppontu- 
nity, did not fail to open the neſts to get at 
them. There are alſo many birds and quadru- 5 
peds which carry, on war againſt theſe inſects; 
but their moſt · dangerous enemy is a ſpecies of 
ant bear, called by the planters erd-varken, 
| (carth-hog), which makes them its principal 
nouriſhment. When theſe retreats have been 
ſearched and deſerted, they become bee-hives, 
and ſwarms of wild: bees take poſſeſſion of them 
n order to depoſit there their honey and their 
young. My ape Kees ſhewed a wonderful 
inſlinct in diſcovering theſe ſeeret repoſitories 
of dainties, which he announced by repeatedly 
ſkipping and jumping; and of which we ſhared 
with him the profits: as for me, when I found 
any of theſe neſts empty, and when, having 
been opened only on the ſides, their arched 
Toofs, remained entire and unhurt, I applied 
them, to a very uſeful purpoſe; I made natural 
ovens of them in which we cooked our victuals- 


Very little ao 8 was „ ; 
. . to 
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tts clean * 850 and aſterwards to heat them 
Jas bruſhwood. Our vic nals could then he 
cooked in the utmoſt perfection. Wo 
If xe believe Kolben, Swart-Land andthe 
Glier of the Twenty: four-Riyers, hen the 
Dutch firſt ſettled thore, were inhabitediby e- 
Veral tribes of ſavages, the names of whidhrhe | 
-mentiong.;: At preſent, not one of theſe primi- 
tive and, oxiginal nations is to be found, nor 
does tradition even ſpeak of their exiſtence-⸗ 1 
have certainly tao great a horror for erimes to 
attempt to excuſe them, Wherever they may 
be found and if the firſt planters got poſſeſſion 
of the two diſtricts I have mentioned. rag by 
; exterminaung | the Mo ns they were 


OE MEG 


to be e to S e i But before 
os: condemn them, ſhould we not convince gur- 
ſelves by evidence that they are really guilty? 
May not Kolben, who. in every page of his 
work commits ſo many miſtakes, be erroneous 
alſo i in this reſpect? Have the people he men- 
tions really . baba can we. en that 


horde of lou. whom. they Aging pre- 
"> | 2 A I ſerved, 


A 
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ved, Gabe in the country around and eren 
* the midſt of them to this very day? e 
However this may "be, he diſtriet of the 
Towenty-four-Rivers is at preſent, ad Thave al- 
_  *ready' ſaid, the moſt agreeable part of the 
Dutch colonies at the Cape; for hot only is 
grain of every ſpecies; as well as pulſe, culti- 
- vated there, but the inhabitants apply alſo to 
the culture of fruits; and this kind of em- 
merce is the more luerative to them, as, being 
almoſt the only perſons who carry it on, the7ß 
have little to fear from competition- The 
fruits which they fend to tlie town for ſale are 
N lemons, oranges, limes, ſhaddocks, 
_ * figs and pomegranates. They often tranſpote 
'thither waggon-loads at a time; and whatever 
de the quantity, ſo great is the number of put- 
A chat it is bought up almeſt imme - 
diately. The price of theſe fruits i is general. 
ty from four to fix rix-dollars per hundred 
weight. There is a kind of orange, however, 
- called at the Cape naretjes, which, notwith- 
ſtanding the ſmallneſs of its ſize, is fold ät a 
|  "higherrate. The naretje, diſtin guiſhed like the | 
| N oy a * at the PT, end, is 


nt" e 
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not folargens the common orange, but in taſte 
and flavour is infinitely: ſuperior to that and 
every other ſpecies. Grapes thrive well alſo 
in this diſtrict, and tolerable wine and _ 
are made from them.” | 
I u have already ſaid that the Wen & 25 | 
Treeuty:fours Rivers owes its name to a current 
chat flows through it, and which receives into 
its channel a great number of ſmaller ſtreams 
that diſcharge themſelves along with it into the 
_ Berg-rivier, .This aſſemblage of rivulets; by: 
the ready means which it affords of water- 
ing the lande, is the circumſtance that has moſt: 
contributed to fertilize the diſtrict. As the 
mode of culture requires ſcarcely any labour, 
che inhabitants enjoy a peaceful and happy life. 
The population, however, is far from being 
numerous; a conſiderable part of the ſand is; 
till. uncultivated; and there are ſcarcely to be 
ſeen more than forty or fifty plantations, 
re the ee A to be e 
15 << -my n we W that man 2 50 
1 ſure to muliiply wherever he finds the means 
of living commodicuſly, will not fail to lay this 
. 0 in population to the charge of the. 
l | Sovern- 


\ k 
on 
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eds it is obliged itaremplbye Government; N 
vundoubtediy, wiſhes for thel proſperity of As 


thatniſh 5 hut in vin will ih mA wiſe regü 


biſhmenta, if thoſe to mr ita entridtly ay 
powers evipliy hentonhyto-iwow dna 
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government : for wiyſelf, I blame not the =" 


| yorament, but the humetoùsrahüſts inttodo - 


ed, und conticiually-wioreaſed;by the inferior 


eoloſiies z its ]·:mereſtimuſt dne eee e 


latins; in vai wälllit create numerous eis 


and the detri ment af thei nolen⁰ιœĩ. = 
Without Ppetending te! detaibzor Gamin“ 
ail charges, which might he as ithprodedicus = 
_ulſelefs'a taſe 1 ſhall content myſelf with D 
dulging a hopes that a" town maybe ene dd, 
founded in the diſtrict of the Twenty fei 
Rivers. Situated in the moſt fertile patr of ane 
_ eolony, it would ſoon, from: che pleuſantfefs 
of its ſitüation and climate//furpaſs-the'Capett = 
elf; and having the ready means of experte 
- ation, the caltivation of landb v ould ne ay 
increaſe with the population of the coil, 
Its grain and its: fruits, as welt as tlie Fräin of 
a: part of Swart- Land, might be conveyetl>tn! 
flat: bottomèd baats by the Bergerivier to) e 
1 of St. 3 it would be euſy ta 


9 8 . eſta- = 
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| eee and at the 
mouth of the Berg. At the Bay itſelf there 
wicght be a magazine for the coaſting trade; 
and this trade might be carried on with the 
Cape by means of floops, which, embracing the 
moment of favourable winds, would ſoon get 
ddither with their merchandiſe, and would thus 
fupply with - proviſions, very advantageouſly, 
and at a cheaper rate, both the town itſelf, and 
all the ſhips from India and Europe which 
might put into Table Bay. From the abun- 
dance of paſtures in the diſtrict, great numbers 
of cattle might alſo be raiſed in it. This fer- 
ble county: lo highly faroured/ by nature, 
would furniſh even timber for building; fince 
the trees, having leſs to ſuffer in this quarter 
from the violence of the ſouth-eaſt winds, 
could not fail to thrive, if the inhabitants would 
only take care to form proper plantations. Sal- 
danha Bay might ſerve like wiſe as a central 
' magazine for all. that part of Swart-Land which 
Res near it, and which is too far from the Berg 
to ſend its grain down that river. This ma- 
gazine, beſides the utility it would be of to the 
planters in the interior parts of the ſettlement, 
_ become a real benefit to the ſhips of all 
Vor- r 9 0 nations, 
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might take ſhelter in that of Saldanha, certain 


71 
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nations; which, .driven. from eit ect | 


contrary winds, and unable to enter Table Bay, 


of finding there the refreſhments neceſfary to 


veniency of the planters, and the benefit of na- 


| vigators in general, will doubtleſs long remain 
unaccompliſhed: for las the commercial po- 


licy of privileged companies ever been known to 


unite their private ioteteſt to the intereſt of the 
public, when that ardent thirſt of gold, which 


rules ſo powerfully the merchants of all nations, 


commands them, in ſo imperious a manner, 


to oppoſe, from miſtaken ſelfiſh-motives, every 
thing that does not tend to increaſe the advan- 


tages which their greedy. avarice leads them ti 


expect ? It is alſo for another reaſon ſcarcely to 


be expected that the Eaſt India company will 


ſoon carry into execution either the eſtabliſh _ 
ment-in queſtion, : or thoſe I have mentioned 
reſpecting the bays of the delightful country 
of Auteniqua, however evident it may appear 
that they would promote the good and pro- 
ſpetity of the colonies; ſince, from the fear it 
is eee Tat: the in in its 

= | : ſervice 
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Sidieetcnmjsrblt Gaebel badalBehübfpu purt 
_ ofits kom nioditieꝶ and particularly the ipiceries 
with-which! abs! (hiſs that eturd from India 
_ arebivaded;/i the company obliges:them- to 
toueh ar ihe Cape; Where/it'is foppoſel they 
are watched more fHarrowly than they, ould = 
be at any of wa -sther adpatent bay. This 
| foſpieionz Which eertainly does little honour | 
tocthe officers! it empleys, is even cartied ſo 
fursthat a captain dares nbt take upon him to 
touel at a ſoteign pon, without the moſt urgent 
reaſons 5- and every: perſon deſirous aſterwards 
df ton mandingr a veſſel (would be obliged in 
this reſet; 3tolbe till» more ſcrupulbus. T 
have / myſelf / enzerienced a melancholy proof 
of the ſeverity; of theſe orders; for on myire· 
turm from the Cape, during a moſt unfortu- 
nate paſſage, having ſtruggled nearly fix months 
againſt .chntrary. winds, and being in want of 


proviſions, our, captain would not venturt to 


ſiap even for a moment at one of the e 
which we paſſed within cannon ut. 

Que, days however, the epa mah per- 
haps deign.[to.examine, my, pla,» and order it 
to he put, in execution; but till it is ac 
liſhed, ,l oa ingerely, regret. that, g ne a 


a country 
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equntry Mun be fuffeted to; Unseld 5 
deſert; ant that for want of hands and cu 
tivation it ſhould loſe che baneſit of every 
thing that nature has dene nne, 
1 am perſuaded that- ſugar cancs, aotton and 
_ Indigo, , would /\graw. extremely well in the 
' diſtrict of the Twenty-fou- Rivers. in tht 
Mi hoſt, before I quitted him, begged me 
dio accept a few bottles of lemon juice, which 
found afterwards: of very great ſervio ; ant 
ak the ſame ume requꝛxſted that, on my returu, 
J wayld; bring him back a male and a female 
goat from the otmntry of Nimiqua. He had 
| heard this ſpecies of goat highly extoſled ; and 
i i indeed thæ moſt beautiful i have anywhere 
ſeen. His two fons made me promiſe ade to 
. ſell to each of them one of my fuſees They 
l — expedited that, when my joyrney was finkhed; 
| 1᷑ could paſs that way again to the (Cape, 
and were not aware chat my intontion WZ ñ²; 
| d return thither ne more,” On my" Gepate | 
Are, the family faluted'me with a discharge 
dd ferme Weh | was obligedt©' rethtn; 
dtc wi bang ot bveryoher pitt | 
tion chat I All the inhabitants with- 
eee with the urmelt Rn ; 


* 
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Are 
et che! fin thaw Gb "i 
nag dane vu e pies ang v 
eee ends 


| oy 

n ine N bt cog: wa 

0 These intonvefletit Vit etit Viſits confum 
ed fo n 

Ep ume, thit 1 Dad advange —.— | 


— one ty A alone; 
how to fupply the DoD 
0 „ ſociety, 


"a TRAY E11 * 
| Hein, that dice Wag, mat, tmbim, eie che 
elt Afighe planters, a.tediqus,.and weariſame : 
burthen, He, employgch: ib „ſomsgi mes in oe: 

; agar hn rin, meditatigngidarghe | 

knew. as Ine of reading a8 they-Jdidnoand mes 

in re his wh y, ſolelyt0 bi: wn 

TE iong and the + combipations: of 
c by nature. With an exiſtence f this, kind, 
end happy, after bis owp,manger, He had. ver 
become a pfeyug danguor z a therſerapity 

bf bis mind ſegmed even,torbaveghadgpnijge 

ſſuenee on his characder zo at ent DOVER 
any part of the: colony. wirnefled a, {prightlier 

_ \convenlationy. or. met. wine en ned 

apt ee man., r d 4" Im 21 

| ee bee be em Ms emden 
do paſs through. hig plantations, And d, vine 
Piquet mountains, he came to, meęt man and 

offered to ſerve me a8 guide. in ging bs 

Higheſt of them, if I would conſents, ſ de 

day with. him. The fuſti part. oh had Merpr 

Mal Was too agreeable to me nt 19 acquighe is 

de ſecond. J.qitended, him Aberfforg. ih che 

mountain, where I met ith. nothing that des 
 ſerysd pprticplgr gbſervation, hut where. Len- 

f e magnificent Ppeckscle ofa. view the 


| . 
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nh" as the atmoſphere was remark- 
ably pure. The Table mountain was perfectly 
viſible to the naked ſight; and with my glaſs 1 
ADEN the tom. l 
Nothing nenen imajinatiobs 88 
hal raiſed to chis height; as ſeeing the houſes 
of the Cape, on which I looked down. IL moved 
nry glaſe with great eagerneſua verhe mafs of 
buildings; and felt as if | hadigninbd u victory 
every time T'coriclided'tharÞobubtvdiliindily 
perceivea the ſituation - Of 4upartitular: houſe. 
Thoſe of my friends engaged my ſight longeſt. 
They are, perhaps, at this moment, ſuid I., 
thinking of me, and, by an in voluntary and 
natural rexrurn, am occupied only with 
tem. Theyoiare -exprefſingotheiriwiſhes: 
*. for the ſucceſs of my enterpriſe” imagining, 
perhaps, tliat I am far diſtant aid hid in ob- 
4 ſruvityy while; in kreality, I. am hut goſt- 
4 exalted above ee eee abc; 
ce en : 00 00:01 ns 21115 0 


On my return to thesplantation, 1 found a 
ſplendid repaſt waiting for me; ſplendid, that 
üs, for the inhabitants of the colony, and ſuited 
to, the, prejudices of their; vanith a for. theſe... 
1 good and ſimple ſouls: have, as well as: bthera, 
92 igt op 4 BY O 05 their 
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their faſhions. n | 
pteſented no idea of What We call a welb ar- 
| ranged table with delicate: diſhes and tlie 
richeſt viands. Magnificence here eonſiſtb in 
covering the table with a profuſion. of meat: 
and the Heavier it ig:Jogded, che greater is the 
Bonour, and the more, in heir eſiimation, do 
they treat their gueſt as a perſon of importance, 
entitled to their attentious and eſtem. 
MWe weten three onby at table, my holt, 
Swanepoel, and myſelf. Twenty greoadiers, 
after a fateed march, Vquld, heweverz not 
have been ſufficient ta devour ſueh a quantity 
of proviſions; the diſhes theinſelyes Were 
heaped; and that in che middle ſupported a py·- 
ramid of ſi roaſted fowls, n: all of an 
enormous ſize. zan N d= ihc uit 
This ptufuſion, which ee alined: 
even ogres, | preſented td me the loathſome 
picture of a farm · yard entirely laid waſte. My 


appetite inſtantly forſook me; andyendeavour-s 


ing to ſorget my diſguſt by dwelling on the 
cauſe amen Journey ſtill Ireen! to my mind, 

4 Lind of cats Pol or an . „ Haid to DEEP 
upon burn TOO WON: : confpicions” Bgutt' 
in Fairy Tajes. T. r idR ea n ng 
298% [1 5. Nv 1 3 | 1 occupied ; 


% 


Momet, de nothing better then t ttiuf ds: 
were een, formerly, at certüitt 


boards Hk 
periuds oP Our feltivald, aud blech; Veniith; 


Pen n bmi len Wett ol 


beemed eæpoſed on purpeſe to reßale 


dinner on his poſſeſſions and oretiärdds Tired 
of fitting. I contrxved to/Expreſs myſefr in hit 

terms Teſpeity his ſinguler thode of Ie” 3 
table. He had no dificy! In ju e 


uvated 


Piquet mountain, I convened Wik Hit W 
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their - faſhions and, etiquette, It, however, - 
pteſented no idea of What we call a welb ar- 
klanged table with delicate: diſbes and tlie 
| richeſt viands. Magnifiaence here eonſiſtg in 

5 5 covering! the table with a profuſion. of meat; 
dau the Heavier it ignlDaded, che greater is the 
Ronour, and the mere, in xheir eſtimation, do 
they treat their gueſt as a perſon of importance, 
entitled to their attentions and eſteem. 
We weten three only at table, my hoſt, 
Swandgpeel, and myfelf. Twenty grenadiers, 
after a foteed march, wauld, However. ook 

have been ſufſicient to devour ſue | 
of proviſions; the diſhes. Abemſelres Were 
heaped; and that in the middle ſupported a p y⸗ 
| ae fowls, which webe all oflan 
enormous ſize. nnn bib sch it“ 
This A en which would have ſatiated 
con ogres v, | preſented t6 me the loathſome 
picture of a farm · yard entirely laid waſte. My 


0 appetite inſtantly forſook me; and, endeavour- 


ing to forget my diſguſt by dwelling on the 
_ cauſe neee ill preſent, to my mind, 
A Kd er Eats nll ot Wente, Rid ed 
ußon buman fey od hich make | 2 668 ict & bigute- 
in Fairy, Tales. N Wb e t nen 
1981 5 „ — Y occupied | 
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— avis 
raiſing with queſtions the maſter of the houſe; 
Mu for Swanepoel his eyes were employed itt 
_ aneinively ſurveying the central and ſmeking 
pyramid ; hut ineapable of enjoying any longer 


dee qrildification of eating he could devour it 


only in imugiuaton, and was almoſt choked 
- with ſattety and regret; I ean compare this 

extravagant repaſt, wortfy ef the heroes ef 
Hemer, e nöôthfeg bekter than to thoſe fide- 
boards WH were ett; formerly; at certüftt 
periods of our felfivals, and which; benditig 
under 4 mültttude of WP Kmde of pbultry, 
ſeemed e- Pee 


de a fail 
Silt Yon too” ho eee ot 
_— Liiadalrendy-pur vy queſitiero ty 
hoſt during our encutfſten tb the top ef the 
Piquet mountaln, I ebnberſed Wik him at 
dinner on his poſſeſſions und orctiards,” Tired 
of fitting; F contrived to/&vpreſs myſelf in Fitch 
terms reſpecking his ſingiiler mode of Ie; as 
d make him at length "think of lexving te 
table.” Me had no diffieufty in juſtifying tte 
good opinion I had concelveil of his activity 
and intelligence. We walked” over all his 
grounds, in which every where ſaw wel e- 
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| | ; l . lifi | | 
| — eee 
m nher of lardilityrandi abundance, which: had 
L ther pleaſure; of · obſerving on che oh 
and. plantations, of the, Cα,ẽjü 111c 
at "The, diftzict of Piquet-berg,.accarding #26 
YA hoſt told ann ꝗο Det. nιjmãʒõſmore 
thay 495019-fine. pr thirty: plantatinks} nor 


od it, in my opinion, ever Roniaincmore;be- 
gahſf „having hut esam Df Rireants 


angdritivulets, Which chss firſt indsbitanm of 
— Ae nhaſor:ND⁰ may in 

pmg ig, ſattlem il find harren and, 
Pie fella Sotalhy deſtitute of Wafer, „The 
ſoil, in general, is indifferent; yet the propri 
<ors pile mhap corn. is neęeſſary ot ihelr n 
nu ption, I Nhe. Only: trade whigh-the na? 
pre .gf;thg-country allows them to carry on is; 
az-at; the T xyentyt faur · Rivers, that of fruitip 
andi for ghis fruit there. is nd then ſalei that 5 
among the neighbouring planter>»who end“ 


8 chemſelxes to fetch it; for the diſtanec from 


Piquetrberg to the Cape is too grent: ta under: 
| take, ja, journey {thither , merely! todiſpoſbook 
ges. Mynphiloſophie veteran Was deſira 
r9us of. giving. me, certain quantity ofrhis 
S244 | / tt 


eee — nm. 


| 8 ee | 
dient ockighencarntic)houſe/gf Liewenberg. | 
Heqwent and examined my cantiages himfef 
and sed tvenyrremptys fpacer hei oo, land 
wWithelthel prpdüre uof This. udharils n, 
afterwards, ani dtiring tlic greiner: fart gif mx 
© - Jaurney, prend bpcageceable relief botii o q 
| rn ni vl mn HoOmla yam; 
.»Poqibeopbpug watkofaudativo.beadded, 
i kindpd(s; ai preſent hier was 
much betteg dee ulste df tomaſſord: me as ſune 
_Iygonſiftedbobahree pain aß pig pa 
tieuloro ſpecies, none of haha had everber 
ſoxei ſeen . ia Heweveragreeahle i me nige 
ſuch an arquilition I Wend, howevergacgept 
hut, ge the three pair thﬀt way Giffigleatt 
for our amuſement; and I begged my gepgreus 
Haste te, keep ache other t 4allL Ack, 
though I had fully oed, vi AHNHelf abt 


AR arr noiiginong id avid ads 


n, paſſing; he. plantationgnef Iſaaec g 

5 "ond. Gerit Schmit, I was; expoſed; 49! acfrelh 

perſecutign. from invitationa x but; as L had not 

the ſame, motives to induce me dderggrert tele 15 
25 J had ease pt hawk Haanekar | 

een 1 
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— ̃ 1R-A— Wespen | 
ment chan Lactintertuptiods 3 amd every tim 
Bpaſſed through tire eſtare of a planer, I 
ed as yyiths.ca fever when fow ther pybl 
pþaietot, with vchoſg compliments I was before 
doqusinteſl: tina isi I muſt ſldcp at his houleg 
un fpend; a uhole day in drinking ahd fm 
ing with m1 Jcempluyed m yfülf on my. 
Journey almoſt entirely in enen 2 
| rn ade u op. 
nor enhamp: 2 man ferful uf balk robbed. 
by them woutd not Hive — 
prbachi Wien ſore cure chan E did. Ho f 
ten, When talktistg with my enHpHnIons, did 
Fpwaſcer the mbtnent WhavTihauld fee De! 
dür ine the laſt houſe uf this to Bofphtabld 
5 ENV SELL 52 T? 820 44 4 Lis: z AAA 5 ꝛuomem 
1 Yatendd/ my Marel ab mtkck- ab pore 
Une, wiſhing 0 cheamp en ilke nick üer 
the Kruys. This precipitation was tet Unt! 
Wackel Mich danger, as I learned te ny cht; 
For my life Rad nearly beeh the facrifice;*, > | 
When at che diſtance of about a quarter of; 
a leagne from the rer, night” bvertock mti 
ne moos pradent . have en- 
| NE | | | camped. l 


1 bur as the rod, hirib 
cle whole days had appeared to be good, Finia- 
gined it would continue ſo to che banks of the 


Nruys, und I ordered my people to advance. As 
for me, having tripled the diſtanee by continu- 


ally runding after game, fatigue at length fir. = 


priſed mne; and I got into my carriage, arid threw 
: Lal pon a mattrefs, to reſt myſelf for a m. 
ment. Minen 

- The Hettentor: who ſet on the pole and A- 
rected the laſt yoke of oxen; diſmounted from 
Ves ſeat and walked by their fide ; but his com- 
pation, Who was before and who guided the 
firft yoke, had quitted his, ſo thatthe Hottentot 
behind could not well feewherehe drove them. 
The ground near the river became every in- 
ſtant Keeper and more ſlippery. On a ſudden 


a violent ſhock threw the whole weight f 


the carriage on the pole, and it rolled, with all | 
che cattle in confufion, tothe brink of the river, 
without any of my Hottentots Being able to 
Mop it or to alter its direction. On this move- 
ment, as rapid a3 it was violent, T endeavoured, 
Vit in valn, ts jump out. " Timagined that 1 
vous precipſtated among the rocks. However, | 
abt my-felght, ANI retained ſuf- 

* ficient 
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feient - nglacis 10 guard, 8 far a Lehe ables 
_ againſt'the worſt; misfortune; and making. xi 
my ar and. legs under-the.4ilty;in which; 
faw myſelf. buried, ſo many props to ꝓretent 
contuſions on dhe head, I waited -with. firms 
neſs till the, carriage ſhould ſtap, as, IL found 
it impoſſible to diſmount. This ſituation Was 
extremely painful, but I. continued, in it ny 

a few, minutes. To roll thus without know 

- ing where; to be ſhaken about amidſt ithe 
darkneſs of a cloſe carriage; abandoned by my 
people for a conſiderable ſpace and having no 

5 choice but that of being drowned or daſhed 

in pieces, was certainly ane to n IS 
- _ the moſt heroic. curage. a rai 
Miu people, alarmed; both for tans 

mezat the eonſequences of ſo melanchely an 

accident, ran as faſt as they could to aſſiſt me: 

a but as they were unable to keep pace v with e 
carriage, and as the darkneſs of the night pre. 
vented them from ſceing, in, a road ſeldom 

5 trodden, the marks either of the oxen or the 
wheels; I heard them calling to me aloud, and 

talking to one another as if they had been dif 
perſed. I replied and called to them in my 

8 turn; but whether through. fear on their own 


. Account, 
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roxſe, daſhed perhaps to piedes, Li was not 
heard, and their eties dom nd, mine. , This 
noiſe Was increaſed, by the rattling of the other 
two. carriages, , which had alſo been hurried 
towards the river; but the drivers, more. atten- 
tive to their cattle, had been able to ad 
the violence of the impulſe. 
At length, however, we met; and 5 
could equal the joy of my companions when 
J aſſt ured them that I had ſuſtained NO. hurt. 
This was not the caſe with my carriages. My 
oven, in particular, had ſcattered as it flew the 
greuter part of the utenſils it contained; and 
what was ſtill more remarkable, of the lemon: 
which had been given me, not a ſingle one re- 
mained. I was obliged to wait till day-light 
before I could collect again the different articles, 
and repair all the damage occaſioned by this 
precipitate deſcent. On the other ſide of the 
river, which it was neceſſary we ſhould croſs. 
in order to continue our journey, there was a 
kind of plantation belonging to a proprietor 
named Dirck Coche. Lchad need of accurate 
inſtruction and information teſpecting the 
route, Which LR od able to 81 me. It: 


Ndsdle : { Was 


| pa men Oar 
cat he haG'it in his power to ſupply me- 
Wust my people, therefore, were employed 


_- REDS os 
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ber moving I perceived them under the ſeat. 
We all armed ourſelues in the beſt manner we 
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| in arranging my carriages, and preparing to 
proceed,” ſet out before them, and having 


forded the AD waa IR 7 


ISIS 


Scareely had 1 ach 0 with | 


the owner, when his wife, ſtarting up in a 
fright, uttered fo piercing a cry that every 
| perſon in the houſe ran to her aſſiſtance. Two 


ferpents had actually touched her legs: upon 


When they ſaw this preparation, their rage 
was kindled, their eyes became enflamed, and 
raiſing theirnecks, and hiſſing in a moſt furious : 


manner, they attempted to dart upon us; but 
being upon our guard and attacking them with 


fill greater violence, they fell a ſacrifice to our 
repeated blows. It was fortunate for the wo- 


man that ſhe had not been bitten; as they. 


proved to be of a moſt venomous ſpecies, called 


a the Cape lvoper«tape/, and ſhe would in- 


6 


9 


| ban ga died. in a the beet. few 1. 


„Such thei inconvenience af a country newly 
inhabited. Man. continually ſees. his. tranquil- 


lity interrupted, and his life endangered there 


by. troubleſome. inſects, ferocious beaſts, and 


venomous reptiles. Cochè, by way of caution, 


told me that the hogper-hape! was very common 
in the diſtrict through which I. was about to 


travel. Aſter this intelligence, I formed à re- 
ſolution that I conceived to be highly neceſ- 


fary ; which was, not to paſs the night in my 
tent, but to ſleep in my carriage, where I ſhould 
have much leſs to apprehend from the formi- 
_ Gable. viſits. of theſe alarming gueſts. 

-- Whilſt I was concluding a bargain with the 


Ce: a few ſheep, my-carriages and their | 


drivers croſſed the Kruys, and I purſued my 
journey, keeping along the banks of the river; 
but! could not proceed far that day, as we had 
to travel over ſand, and to croſs and re-croſs 


the Kruys ſix times. Next day our ſitua- 
tion Was ſtill. worſe; dhe ſand was ſo deep 
and ſo looſe, that the wheels of my waggons 


| ſank almoſt to the axle- tree; and for each ve- 


e to add four; e onen to 
Wor. I. NI 2. 5 | the 
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this manner we paſſed the plantation of _ 


| Ingetbreg, and at length quitted the ferpen- 
tine courſe of the Kruys, which waters chis 


5 wretched country, and reached Swart-bus- 


Kraal. There are however men who, fandy 
and miſerable as it is, inhabit this diſtrict, and | 
cutrivate the few ſpots of leſs barren land which 


are to be found there. One of them, named 


Hans Van Aart, had a plantation at Lange 
Valey (Long Lake), where I was obliged to 
. ſpend the night, and farther on was another 
belonging to Hermanes Lauw, I did ttot ſtop 
at the houſe of the latter; in conſequence of 


which I was forced to encamp on a dry plain, 


where I could not find a ſingle drop of water 
to refreſh my cattle. By the way Thad met 


with a prodigious number of partridges, ad 


bad killed about thirty, which I intended for 
my own Tapper and that of my people. My 
cuſtom, on ſuch occaſtons, was to boi my 
game; for 1 had obſerved that; when broit- 
ed or Toaſted, the fmell of the meat, being 
conveyed to a Aiftance by the Winds, attracted 
during che night a number of hyrnas und 


* which! being n away 
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ay my dogs, he howling arid barking was fo 
inceſſant that it was impoſſible to enjoy a mo- 
ment's: repoſe. As I could not in the preſent 


inſtance, for want of water, cauſe my partridges 
to be boiled, I put. one on the gridiron for 


myſelf, and gave up the reſt to my people, 
who roaſted them upon {mall ſpits, which they 


placed round the fire: but what I was afraid of 


actually happened: a number of carnivorous 


animals, drawn towards us by the ſmell of the 


game, kept prowling round my camp, and my 


dogs barking at them did not allow us to ſhut 
our eyes for an inſtant. 


To this fatigue of the night whe added 
thoughitſulneſs for the morrow. I did not know 
whether we ſhould be ſo fortunate as to find 
any Water; and had reaſon to apprebend that, 
after One day of thirſt, my people and my cat- 
tle would have to ſuffer a ſecond ſtill mere 
painful, / When the morrow came, we found 
nothing but a ſandy deſert covered with briers 
and ruſhes; but while I gave myſelf up to the 


moſt melaneholy reffections, I was rouſed from 
my revery by the cry of a bird which paſſed 
over my head. It was a berg-ernd (mountain 
f duck), or WT" benelicentgeniuswhich came 
a | 2 . 


0 to revive my hopes by W a diſcovery | 


I had no reaſon to expect. 
Perſuaded that this bird was gying! in ſearch | 


of water, and that it would not fail to alight 


wherever it ſhould find any, put ſpurs to 


my horſe, and followed it on a full gallop, that 


1 might not lofe ſight of it. I was right in my 
0 conjecture: after a few minutes purſuit, I ob- 
ſerved it deſcend towards a large and high rock, 
where it alighted. I aſcended this rock on 


foot, and found a large cavity, forming a natu- 
| ral baſon, filled with rain water, in Which the 
animal was ſwimming, plunging, and flapping 
its wings, with much apparent ſatisfaction. 
It would have been eaſy for me to kill it; 


but, after the ſervice which it had rendered 1 me, 
| how ſhameful would have been the ingrati- 


*tude! I contented myſelf with endeavouring 
to put it to flight, in hopes that, as it had en- 


joyed for a ſhort time only the pleaſure of this 
bath, it would go in queſt of another ſome- 


where in the-neighbourhood,, and thus point 
out to me a new. eiſtern. My expectations, 
however, were on this occaſion diſappointed: 

ithe bird indeed flew away; but, ſcared per- 


haps for the firſt * ind life by a human 
= 5 : — 
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| being, i it cootined.} its flight to a en Mane, N 
and 1 foon loſt ſight of it. | 
From the top of the rock I had 8 A 95 
bal to my people to advance towards me. 
When they arrived, 1 ordered them to fill my 
jars. I had ſeveral in my waggons ; and I cer- 


. tainly, upon leaving Lange Valey, would not 


have ſuffered them to be empty, had it been 
poſſible for me to foreſee the drought. that 
awaited us. The jars being filled, I directed 
my people to water my horſes and a few of the 
ſmaller animals, belonging to my caravan. 
Theſe repeated draughts exhauſted my ciſtern, 
$7) that nothing was left for my poor oxen; - 
but 1 knew that ruminating animals can en- 
dure both hunger and thirſt for a conſiderable 

period; and. I beſides flattered myſelf that, be- 
1 the day was cloſed, I ſhould meet with 
another fortunate incident, ſimilar to that 
Which 1 had juſt experienced. My hopes, how- 
ever, were vain; during the whole day we 
bad nothing but a dry and burning deſert to 
traverſe. After dinner two of my oxen, X 
hauſted by thirſt and fatigue, dropped down, 


and I was under the neceſſity of leaving them 


behind—lad and melancholy preſage of the | 
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| mbfortünes that awaited me! In mort, I Was 
N obliged in the evening, as the day before, to 
- unyoke my cattle, and encamp on a ſpot to- 
tally deſtitute of water, with the expeCtation 
IF of a fate ſilt more diſmal the day following: 
S A heavy fall of rain which happily took - 
| place during the night, revived my hopes; but, 
| heavy as it was, it appeared to me at the time 
as if it could be of no ſervice to my (cattle 5 
B for what relief were they likely to derive” from 
i water which diſappeared as foon as it fell, and 
1 Was inſtantly loſt in the ſand ? They teverthe- 
| © If found means to drink of this raf, which I 
3 thought would be uſelefs to wr. by 1 method, | 
| the poſſibility of which 1 could eve thave fa. 
pected, and which afforded me Bete oppor- 
: tunity f admiring the fagacity 1 animal ih 
ſtinct. The water as it fell upon them formed 
ütſelf into drops, which, uniting, ran down 
their ſides in ſmall ſtreams, On the commence- f 
ment of the ſtorm they had affembled in groups, 
and in this poſition, thronged one againſt the 
other, licked and collected each from the 
| body of i its neighbour the ſtreamlets of rain as 
it trickled down. My cattle, by this unex- 
petted { ſopply, having 8 their thirſt, | 
and 


% 
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night. arrived j I found it; and, with what- 
ever e bend of Kought to have 
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3 at the fame time refreſhed, recover- 


ed their ſtrength: but what. increaſed my 
aſtoniſhment was, that the two I-had left on 
the road, worn out and expiring, had been al- 
ſa revived; and doubtleſs, in the-ſame manner ʒ 
for chey both joined my camp in the night; 


and Klass, who- always took delight in being 


the fuſt to communicate agreeable Wg ar Wo 

came to me at day · break, elated with Jay, to 

iafem me of the circumſtance. 7 
_ I was now only a day's journey 5 Herne 


Leben, (maſter's refidence), where. I thould.” - 
find, I way, told, a very abundant ſpring of wa- 


ter, a molt agreeable retreat, and graves and 
grottos covered with inſcriptions and figures. 
By the deſcription that was given me, it ap- 
peared as if a ſecond Angelica, or ſome Hotten- 


tot Meder, had. viſited and emhbelliſhed this 


ſcene of enchantment. 1 baniſhed, however, 
pro my mind all this improbable. romance, 
and indulged only the hope of finding the 


: fountain... My wants were urgent; 1 looked 8 | 
forward to it, therefore, with longing expefta- 


tins, and reſolved, if poſſible, to reach it before 
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caravan. It was ſpacious! and lofty; and, being 
open at the eaſt, we were covered without be. 


pigeons which repaired 101 at the cloſe of the 
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bid by my Hottentots and cattie- een 


to” the Lee "We ee 6 
wy which ſerved to' = e 


ing ſhut up in it. Situated upon a ſmall mount, 5 
it overlooked on one fide my camp and the 
Plain, which, by the uniform and dreary pro- , , 
ſpect it preſented, filled me with "melancholy 
and diſcouragement; and bm the other was: 
joined to an immenſe chain 6 ry Wwountsins, 


extending in the form of an amphfkhestre, the 


nakedneſs of which,” and the different ines k 
ochre, grey, and white, with which they were 
variegated, exhibited a view at onde terrifying”. 
and majeſtic: The remains of a habitation, 
now fallen into ru ins; atteſtel] that the es: 


tor had been wet FEW to abandon this wild 


and unproduQive waſte. I made prepiratiois 
for paſſing the#n ioht in-the grotto'; but 1 was 
obliged to ſhate' it With jackUiws and wood- | 


, Gays and e hundreds on 4a; tue, tie 
boner” oe” 2 OE 5 Toots | 
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- mous crevice, while one of its 8 
ſpread the floor of this natural hall. 1 


The figures and inſcriptions conGſtee * 

55 of a few caricatures of the elephant and oſtrich; 
with the names of three or four travellers-who 

had probably ſtopped here e e 175 : 


ſelf; to refreſh thenkelves,: i 757 07, [PT 


Though the fountain contained a greatet 
abundance of water than I expected, my un- 
eaſineſa was not on that account diminiſhed- 
We had fill to traverſe extenſive plains of ſand; - 


and every thing announced that I ſhould, per- 


haps, not find in them ſo much as à ſpring to 


cool our thirſt. A ray of hope, however, diſt 


ſipated for a moment my fear. In the morn + 5 


ing · two large clouds which roſe on the horizon, 


and which approached towards us, ſeemed td 
promiſe an abundant rain. Meanwhile no- 
thing more fatal could have preſented itſelf io 
our view; for theſe clouds conſiſted of myriads | 


of locuſts, voracious and deſtructive inſects, 


brought from afar by the winds. The ſight of 
them threw my people into the utmoſt con- 
dntidn. by whom * were 3 as 
ie | 8 . the 3 


_ 
. rovts of which were kplanbe si in an AS: 3 
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Na ſtranger to this general alarm: 


he ſhewed, om che contrary, figns of joy and 


en of the locuſts, expecting with impa- 
nenee that ſome: of them would drop, that he 
. ſeize and devour them at pleafure. 
Whilſt we were indulged at the fountain „% 
Niere logement with a temporary enjoyment of 
5 neceſſary refreſhments, we did not negle 
| rid labnurs aud reſearches, Among the 
rocka, and on the mountains which ſurrounded 
u, le found abundance: of thoſe ſmall qua- 
drupeds called in the country dh, and by. 
_ Buffon the daman! I knew already by ex- 
-  perience: that this small animal was excelleny 
- eating. To people who for a long time had 
_ lived on leaw/beef and mutton; this Was a for- 
tunate opportunity of varying: dur food; and 
the fleſh of this animal, however fat it might 
be, could nct but be conſidlered by us as de 
_ licious treat. My people: devoured it wich 
- their eyes, even before it was in our poſſeſſion- 
Wie, all, therefbre ſet out in purſuit of che 


: | Aus, and each Procuyed 9 as. he 
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exipltation, an followed with. bis eyes the di-. 


N Are 27 
5 could. 1 3 
turning a rock; I rouſed 'a panther, which 
fired at; but the ſhot: in my fuſce being too 
{malt to ſtrike it inftanaly dead, it eſcaped. It 
was probable; however, that, having, found a 
fort of warren there to ſupply it with food, is 
would not retire far from its haut, and that 
1 ſhould meet with it again; 1 aceordinge 
ly ſearched the environs with my dogs, and 
ſueceeded in finding its uſual place of retreat, 
| white I faw ſevetat eaps of the bones'of 
damans,” and the Res el vatious: kinds of 
| finall antelopes. | i e 
_ diſcorery en me 1 
| faction; that of killing the panther when i 
ould! keturn to its hiding-place, afid that of 
x Bading game in the neighbourhood for my 
table, a the animal had found for its repaſt. ö 
. Theſe pteaſurts, however, were not reaflzed: 
for neither nor my people met with any unte- 
| lopes, which perhaps had All been Teltroyed. 
by t the Panther ; and with regard to the an- 
mal itſelf, I in yain ſpent two weariſome bous 
of the night waiting for it in ambuſh: it did 
not aan ; OE induced me' to believe that 
8 had 
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Lhad really: :viourded! it, and chat it bad p bro. 
bably gone elſewhere to di. 
_ «During my hunting excurſion fell in — 
2 Hottentot, ſervant to a planter in tlie neigh- 
bourhood, for whom he was locking after. a 
| Block of ſheep.” Though I had already, among 
my animals, a tolerable lot of ſheep; yet, as the 
barrenneſs. of the country, I had begun to tra- 
verſe made me apprehenſive that, with all mx 
economy, they might not be ſufficient for our 
conſumption; I wiſhed! to. increaſe the number 
by Purehaling ſome from the Hottentot. As 
a keeper, it is true, this man had no. right to 

diſpoſe of them; but I offered him ſo advan- | 
_ - tageous, a price, that, his maſter could not but 
have been ſatisfied With his bargain. 5 He per- 
fifted, however, i in. refuſing. me; and the only 


TY benefit DP derived from our intervitw was a 


1 of my beſt and Rochelt road to the 


e where & was anxious 60 rriye, 
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pred; 45 | poſſible, bor” interryption and 
e ee, as during the whole route 
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neither witer nor paſturage would be found. 5 


He informed me alſo, that beyond the river I 
mould meet with the ſame. inconveniences, 

till L arrived at the country of the Nimiquas ; 

| ani added, that though it was now the rainy 

| ſeaſon, the rain had univerſally failed ; that a 
dreadful | drought was 'every where experi- 
enced; and that never in the remembrance 
of man had this part of Africa ſuffered y 1 
1 diſtreſs. hed 
ITkmis intelligence troubled and diſquieted my 
Wind. I foreſaw nothing but misfortunes to 
my enterpriſe ; ; and we even already began 
to experience them. Six weeks only had 
elapſed ſince I quitted the Cape, yet my oxen 
were as much fatigued as they had been during 
my firſt journey after a march of ſix months. 
To give'them time to reſt themſelves and re- 
cover their ſtrength, I remained at Heere- 
logement ſeven whole days, during which our 

table occaſioned ſuch a conſumption of daſſen 
or damans, that even my Hottentots began to 
loathe them. At length, however, on the 
fourth of July, the war we had declated againſt 
theſe poor animals ceaſed, and I quitted the 
place, after having left my name and the date 5 
N 9 N | of 
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ee arrival in the grotto, necotiry ws . | 
2 en of precefling travellers. _ 935 
Aͤ)egreeabhy to che advice of the — 4 
5 t out at break of day; and after a very fa 
üguing march we perceived towards night, 
| fromthe elevatedpoint'on which we then were, 
dhe Flephants-River winding below us, at che 
dſtance of about half a league; but as! knew 
| by experience the danger of deſcending moun- 
tains in the night time, I reſolved to encamp_ 
en the eminence, and, notwithſtanding the 
extreme fatigue of 1 my catfley to wait fer the 
morning, before I ſhould proceed to the river. 
On each fide ĩt was bordered: with very large 
mimoſas, and various kinds of white trees of 
the ſpecies of the willow; but the ground was 
every where ſcorched ind dry, and the ſmalleſt 
trace of verdure was not to be perceived even 
under the trees. In vein did I fearch a- 
long the banks in hopes of finding ſome leſs 
parched ſpot which might afford graſs for my 
cattle: I could not diſcover a ſingle tuft of 
herbage; ſo that they were obliged to be ſatii- 
fied With a few Kar Pat and Th en. ok 
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ae kalle diſtance from ahe tree wan | 
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| houſe PR a widow, Van- Zell, and 
her family, which I diſcovered by ſeeing ſom 
_ cultivated fields. I repaired toit, and met with 
che moſt friendly reception., The widow 


ſold me ſome ſheep, and alſo four handretl 


pounds of tobacco, which I thought proper 40 
add to my ſtock. For this tobacco, which 

was of her own growth, I paid at the rate of * 
two- pence Dutch money per pound, which 
made about eighty livres for the whole quan- 
tity. I purchaſed alſo ſome ſtrong liquor, to 
ſupply the place of that which I had already 
vonfutned. The widow, in the courſerof aur 
converſation, confirmed the account of the 
Hottentot ſhepherd reſpecting the diſaſtrous 
drought by which the country was defolated:; 
a drought” indeed ſo exceſſive, that all the | 
_ -hordes of the Leſſer Nimiquas had quitted the 
interior parts of the country, in order to ap- 
proach the ſea - coaſt. e bas - 
By the dreary proſpett before 3 n 
- bled to judge what the country would: be in- 
to which I Was about to enter; and yet I {ill 
entertained hopes, and endeavoured, as I may 
ſay, to quiet my fears by deluſion: ſopoſſihlle 
and * does that appear; whichrog- 
DoS. e ineides 
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ocides with. our ardent wishes. If — + 
r.of the Leſſer Nimiquas, ſaid I, has been de- 


prived of rain, this ſcarcity. of water has per- 


haps been only. local; the diſtricts ſituated | 
beyond it may not have experienced the 


ſame drought, and may have had an abun- 5 


dant ſupply of What has been hitherto vrant- | 


| ing in . pu en 1 have travel- | 
. 5 


6 eee . from very W 5 TY 
bilities, I employed my thoughts in deviſing 
means for traverſing a country, the dryneſs, of 

which, however terrifying, might. not be an 


Invincible difficulty; and I hoped that it would 


be ſucceeded by another better watered, the 


temperature and fertility of which would per- 


22 make amends for all my fatigue 

When the widow. found that I was deter- 
W to depart, notwithſtanding her advice 
and remonſtrances, ſhe prepared for me a ſmall 
ſupply: of, biſcuit, and deſired her two ſons to 


-ſhow me the only ford at which I could. croſs 


the river without danger. We were obliged 
to go along the bank downwards to a ere 


derable diſtance to find this paſſage, to which 
n guides conducted me With . oxen; | 


. £5358! *> ' ; and 
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did 48 4 teſtimony of their friendſhip they 
Wied toktcompany me to che other ſide, and 
to remain with me till the next morning; buy 
1 declined their offer, becauſe, az the Weather 
; vilibyy chreateded rain, I was apprehenſive that 
the water might ſuddenly riſe, and prevent 
their return. It was indeed fortunate for me 
that 1 erôſſed the river that evening; for dur- 
ing the night there came on a deluge, which 
continued, without interruption, for three en- 
tire days, and which flattered me with new 
hopes of the happy ſueceſs of my journey. Its 
violence was even ſo great, from the very firſt 
moment it began, that I was obliged to halt, 
and to encamp on the border of the river. I 
was here favoured by my good fortune; ſince, _ 
had I been one day later, I ſhould "Bk found 
no ford, änd ſhould have been reduced to the 
neceſſity of eroſſing on rafts; a laborious me- 
thod, which would have oecaſioned to my 
people mueh fatigue, and to me a great loſs of 
time; beſides that, the ſtream being rapid and 
encloſed between ſteep banks, the uſe of a raft, 
during an inundation, would have been at- 
tended with conſiderable danger. 
* ſecond day the waters W ſo murb 
"Port : SIS 
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as to reach my waggons z and 0 0 
e ane to remove my camp to a greater 


place during the night, my camp might have 


been ſwept entirely away; and my own life, 


and the lives of my people, * _ men f | 


to the moſt imminent peril... 


At the Cape, I had often heard of tie ſk 
which a traveller runs in. this part of Africa, 


when he encamps too near rivers. ReſpeQing 
- theſe dangers the planters had even told me 
wonderful tales, to which I gave little credit, 


conſidering them only as the exaggerations of 


the narrators ; but experience has ſince con» 


vinced me of their truth. Many a time, when a 


encamped during the moſt beautiful weather, 


and even after a very great drought, near ſmall 
rivers, and at a diſtance from their banks, have 


J ſeen them fo ſwell on a ſudden, by the burſt- 
ing of a ſtorm, as, in leſs than three hours, to 
riſe above the trees on their banks, inundate 


che plains to a conſiderable diſtance, and "OM 
around me an immenſe lake. e 
It is, therefore, prudent i in a traveller never 


to encamp near rivers, except on an eminence 
which, when at their greateſt height, they an- 
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not mack; and it ĩs eaſy to aſcertain this boun- 
_ Gary. by inſpeQting 1 the trees on their banks. In 
their overflow they carry along with them X 
reeds, and. graſs, which, being caught. by the 
branches, remain ſuſpended, and atteſt how far 
the water has riſen. In the day · time we may 
without danger ſtation ourſelves on the banks, 
under the ſhelter of the trees. In general, in- 
deed, no ſhade is to be found any where elſe; 
and if an inundation ſhould happen, there would 
at leaſt be little or no riſk, as nothing could 
prevent its being ſeen; but to remain thus 
* ſituated; i in the night, would be expoſing our- 
ſelves imprudently, and eſpecially, during the 
winter monſoon. _ 

The rain having at lengrk 2 the third 
day, 1 proceeded on my journey; and follow- 
ing for three hours the courſe of the ſtream 
downwards, I arrived at the confluence of a ri- 
vulet, called in the Hottentot language Rog 
nat, and by the Dutch Dwars-rivier (eroſs- 
river). This ſtream, which, like the greater 7 
part of thoſe in Africa, Hows only during the 
rainy ſeaſon, was ſo deeply encloſed between 
banks in the place where we could croſs, that 
ve s did not pbierye” it till we were cloſe ypon 


mY | | 4. an 5 its | 
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its brink.” paſſage actos this rivullet, ts || 
| Roe aa, ow me great uteuſmeſs; not 
indeed on acedunt of the Koignas itſelf, i" 
is very burkow, and, 'reCalving FROG water 
E Aer Nlelme, Vat dict Bec mach f 
cxłaſed by the taln; but on acebunt of che dif= 
| fidulty of approaching it, 'eeafiened, by the 
ſteepneſs and height of 1 its banks. The ſoil, 
beides, conſiſted of glutinous earth, which the 


ains had. rendered ſo Dippery, that the geſcent _ 


was extremely dangerous, for. my carriages. 
Thus did drought and rain both conſpire t to de- 

feat my intentions; and every, thing, 1 in Wort, 
ſeemed in combination to breſent at 2 Rep 
new obſtacles to my progreſs, 5 e 

Klaas, wiſhing t to contribute by 1. I to 
the happy f ſucceſs of c our paſſage,” took upon 
bim to direct the firſt 1 Waggon, and put him- 
ſelf at the head of the oxen: : but bis, foot hav- 
ing ſlipped 1 in deſcending, . he fell down; and 
before he had time to riſe he Was not only trod 
upon by the firſt pair of oxen, but the other 
four alſo paſſed over his body. Lyckily I had | 
obſerved him fall, and my cties brought | to his 
aid his companions, who, favouring by. their 
| Fc the Me: ade” a the driver to 


. * 


keep beck the laſt 1 cal * e 


at tlie very moment that it Was about to de- 
ſccend, and juſt ready to roll over my unfor- 
tunate favourite. I dragged him from below 
the ozen; and it is impoſſible for me to ex- 
preſs the joy I felt, when, having placed him 
on his legs again, and interrogated him reſpect- 
ing his fall, he informed me that he had 
rebetved no material injury. He had however 
ſuffered ſome contuſions from the oxen; but 
ttlieſe animals, though hurried down the de- 
ſcent, had, from an inſtinct of which L admired 
the ſagacity, ſpared him as much as circum- 
ſtances would allow: and indeed it is almoſt 
incredible that ſo many ſeet ſhould have paſſal 
. without eruſhing him to death. 
Having landed on the right bank of 8 
1 directed my route, aceording to the 
information I had received from the widow . 
Van-Zeil, towards the #; leenmuyo- Nip (rock 
of bats). As I advanced, I abſerved the track 
ol a lion quite freſh. This/diſcoyery,; which 
ſince my departure from the Cape was the fuſt 


of the kind, warned me to be upon my guard 


in Our encampment during the night. The 
-onkwal; had * durking . ane Ante 0. 
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near the river, at the time of our Golla th 
and had doubtleſs been determined to fly to 


the plain by the noiſe of my caravan. I'went 
in purſuit of him with one of my hunters and 


8 ſome dogs, and we followed him the greater 


part of the day; but the approach of night, and 
che fear of loſing our way, as it was at laſt ſo 
dark that I could no longer diſtinguiſh the 
tracks of the wheels of my een wen 
any to return to my camp. ö 
- 1! Swanepoel, to ſupply me n a e by 
uch to direct my courſe, had cauſed the fires 
to be lighted ſooner than uſual, I have al- 
ready ſaid that it was cuſtomary for us to 
kindle ſeveral every evening; they ſerved both 
to ſecure us againſt the cold during the night, 
and to frighten away hurtful and dangerous 
animals; but on this occaſion they attracted a 
4 partieular ſpecies, from which it was impoſſible 
for us to defend ourſelves. The rock I have 
mentioned, near which we were encamped, 
contained an immenſe quantity of bats, andi it 
zs from this circumſtance it takes its name. Of 
2 animals ſome, ſeared by a light that was 
new to them, made in their holes ſo frighrful 
1 noiſe 6s * 6 7 mez While others 
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Huttered in RE. around us, ſancaking; and 
every now and then flapping their wings in 
our faces. In vain did we attempt to defend 
ourſelves; the threatening crowd only in- 
creaſed, and we received - blows from every 
quarter. Favoured by the darkneſs, I perhaps 
might have ſecured myſelf againſt their inſults 
by returning to my waggon; but how eſcape 
from the piercing din of this countleſs multi- 
tude, which made the very rocks reſound with 
their cries ? My cattle alſo were as much an- 
noyed by them as ourſelves ;: and every thing 
announced a diſagreeable night, without the 
hope of relief. In this diſtreſſing ſituation, I 
ſaw only one courſe to be purſued; which 
Was, to decamp immediately, and leave the 
field of battle to theſe neee and obſti-. 85 
nate enemies. 
WY” accordingly gave _ to ſtrike our tents 
ad yoke the cattle, and, proceeding down the 
Elephants- River, encamped at a place called in 
tze Hottentot mine e and in Dutch 
eee 
; > Norwidhiadiog the: vexation and al kun⸗ | 
mour into which this nocturnal decampment, 
ee 6 
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Water ha Pens pleaſed with the idea oß ac. 


Vancing, from the hope of finding convenient 


paſturage for my animals, which were all re- 
duced to a moſt deplorable condition, and par- 
ticularly my oxen and horſes, which, ſince we 
left Heere - logement, having had nothing but 
| ſack oily plants to feed upon as had been ſpared 
by the drought, were ſeized with a looſeneſs, 
| which gave me very great uneaſineſs. That 
they might recover, 1 allowed them a few. days 
reſt; during which; deſirous of turning this de- 
lay to advantage,  reſalved to traverſe the neigh- 
bourhood, and to explore che country, eſpecially 
the mouth of the Elephants-River, which, 
from the information I had received, could 
de only a ſhort diſtance from my new camp.” 
Klaas, though he ſtill felt ſome pains from 
_— Fn, was earneſt in his deſire to accompany 
3s 1 ſet out, therefore, attended by him and 
tw more of my people, among whom was 
one of choſe Hottentots he had engaged in my 
ſervice, and who was loaded with my private 
tent, the only baggage Ithought! it neceſſary to 
take with me. My intention was tb procgell 
along the bank of the river; and/I concęived 
that 5 thus OO Us courſe I, ſhould 
a v1 | | | Ramen. | 
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85 8 way, 8 I ſhould run thereby, the _ 


less xiſk of loſing myſelf: but the rain had th 


day before ſo ſwelled the river, that it had in 
many parts overſſowed, and had formed, elpe- 
cially in the low lands, immenſe lakes. Theſe 


collections of Water, which often preſented "7a 
themſelves, rendered it neceſſary for us to make 


| long windings, that greatly retarded our pro- 

greſs; and to reach the ſea, I was therefore 5 
obliged to employ more time than, under other 
eircumſtances, ſuch a diſtance would have tre- 
quired. would not, however, alter my route, 
becauſe the lakes were covered with an im- 
menſe multitude of aquatic birds of every kind, 

and particularly gulls, er @ and fla- 
mingos, which I ſaw in thouſands. | 4G 
I thought 1 muſt find among theſe indu- 15 

merable flocks new objects worthy of being 
added to my collection. I indeed killed ſeveral, 
and among theſe a charming bird three feet in 
height, which at preſent makes a part of my 
eabinet of natural hiſtory. Its head and throat, 
which are entirely bare, are covered with a 
ſkin of the brighteſt red, terminated by a band 
of a beautiful orange, which ſeparates the 
naked part from that covered with feathers, 

e | 4 | | . The 


light in a more or leſs oblique direction, aſſumes 
the appearance of violet or purple. The reſt 
of the plumage is of a beautiful white. The 


e [ cauſed my tent to be erected, and 


— 
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4 


Ihe upper part of the e Kang) bred 5 
ſtripes of a fine violet colour, agreeably thaded, | 


is bordered- by a white band of feathers, the 


chick and ſilky beards of which, ſeparated from | 
| each other, have-a perfect reſemblance to a rich 
fringe. The quills of che wings and tail are 


of a greeniſh black, which, as it receives the 


bill, which is long and ſomewhat crooked, is 


yellow, as are the feet. This bird belongs to 
the genus of the ibis, of which we are already 
22 eG with ſeveral ſpecies. 


Having at length arrived before night at the 


a fire to be kindled; but notwithſtanding our 


great fatigue none of us could cloſe our eyes. 
The ſea breeze was ſo ſharp, and the cold ſo 
exceſſive, that we were obliged to employ the 
whole night in warming ourſelves. This ſtate 

ol ſuffering made me wait with impatience for 


the day; and as ſoon as it appeared I ſet out 


| in queſt of game with three of my en er 0 
1 along the banks of the river. 
"09 companions ſoon left me, and vent to . 


8 hunt 


Which, flying towards me, followed each 


AA % # 


| hk any the ſand-hills, with a view 
finding ſome bird or animal with which 1 was 
unacquainted, or any other extraordinary ob- 


|. Je@ proper to gratify my curioſity. They 


gave themſelves conſiderable trouble; but their 
real was unaccompanied with ſucceſs, ” Al 
their ſearch ended in the diſcovery of a few 
antelopes (ree · bock), at which they fired; and 


other in a firing, as they paſſed the ſpot where 


4 ſtood. 1 had an opportunity of firing at 


them in my turn; but at that moment I was 
engaged in viewing a prodigious number of 

vultures, and other birds of prey, which-I'faw 
flying round, or hovering in the air, and then 
alighting at the diſtance of a quarter of a league 
befote me. My people had killed two of thoſe 
antelopes called ſteen-bocks ; but, regardleſs of 
this acquiſition, I was devouring with my eyes 
| the carnivorous birds I had diſcovered, which 


were becoming every moment more nume- 


rous; and my curioſity was doubled, when 1 
was told by my people that theſe birds were 


— attracted by the ſmell of a dead elephant; or 


} | ſome other . 2 i was x probable 
| er were man od 


: - . 
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were loth to quit their prey: without being 


| . ſand, to the ae of more 7 ben 
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When we approached, e founs | 
on the ſhore a ſpermaceti whale about fiſty 


feet in length. It was lying at the diſtance of 


bad doubtleſs been forced thither by the waves; 


dat the ſea muſt certainly have experienced a 
moſt tremendous ſtorm, to be able to throw. ſo 
far a maſs ſo enormous, It was attacked by 


. A variety of carnivorous birds, and by: a num e 
ber of crows ; but particularly by different 


ſpecies of thoſe ſmall. quadrupeds, of the genus 


of the polecat and weaſel, which, at the Cape, 
are known under the general name of muys- 


bond. All theſe animals were buſily feeding 
upon the whale, of which a conſiderable part 
had already been devoured by them; but our 
approach diſturbed the enjoyment of their re- 


paſt. The birds hetook themſelves to flight ; 


the, mays honden ſcampered away; the crows, | 
however, a ſpecies | of | carnivorous, animals 
more obſtinate than any other, remained and 


frightened by our vilit, they hovered. round 
the ca caſe, and over our heads, rreaking} in 22 5 
moſt frightful manner. 


dect 
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feet round the whale, was moeiſtened with ith 
blubber, Which had been ebnderted' into oñ by 
che heat of the ſun. The loſs of this greaſe, dif- 
- perſed in chis manner, was afource f afliion | il 
to my Hottentots, 'who regretted that they Bad If 
not within their reach one of my carriages load | 
ed wich a dozen barrels; that they might Bl | 
them with oil; an event which would have | 
tendered them happy during 'the-wholejour- | 
ney. Deſire, however, ſoowbegeis induſtey If 
hey thought of cheir antelopes, and requeſted | 
| 
| 
| 


my permiſſion to diſpoſe of them. Having 
obtained it, they returned to the ſpot Where 
der ss, and, flaying chem, made bags of 1 
their fkins, of which each was capable of hold- 0 
ing more than forty pounds of e __ | 
I endeavoured myſelf to derive ſome benefit - 
from the Whale. Examiulug it with attemion, 
1 obſerved various kinds of beetles crawling 
4 over this immenſe body of Carrion, and em- 
255 ployed alſo in devouting i it. Having counted 
fourteen different ſpecies, I began to hunt theſe 
- fwarms of inſects; and ſome individuals ſe⸗ 
lected from each ſpecies were, in turn, „aer 8 
ficed to my favourite paſſion, and ferveFtoen- 
rich my ſmall collection. The repoſitory i in 
3 | which 
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which Jann them was: » flat light ben 
| wade of deal, which. I placed above the.crown , 
of my hat; and in; order that it might be car 
ried the more commodiouſly,. it was, like the 
hat itſelf, of a round form, and-ſecured as . 
well as. ſhaded by the oftrich-feathers with - 
which 1 Was accaltomed. to ornament 2 

"Mere used hi AER 1 bad called 

eich the: immenſe proviſion of oil made 
1 my Hottentots, I returned to my tent, 
Which had been guarded in my abſence by one 
of my people. Having ſeen by the way, 
among the ſand-hills,: a conſiderable quantity 
of the dung of elephants ; I was, induced to 
believe that theſe animals muſt abound i in this 
diſtrict, and that the river had not unjuſtly ac- 
* quired i its name from chem. None of the dung 
Was indeed freſh. but I concluded from this 


circumſtance” that the elephants uſually fre- 


quented the right bank of the river, and that, 
forced at this ſeaſon by the drought to quit a 
ſpot that was. now become. barren, they had 
croſſed over to * left, which! ee to * 
leſs parched. f 

1. Ts honever, were only conje@tres ; 5 
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probabilicy Bat ought; rather-to have led 
me to believe. that theſe animals, without 
changing from the, one bank to the other, had 
retired. into the interior parts of the country. 
A deſire of meeting with a herd or two, and of 
hunting them, had nevertheleſs ſo heated my 
imagination, that, by attempting to gratify it, I 
expoſed myſelf to the danger of being i irrepa- 
nably loſt, with the beſt Hottentot of my ca- 
ravan. I ſhall. here give a particular account 
ok this celebrated inſtance of fool-hardineſs, 
which was nothing leſs than to, croſs with my 
fire · arms, baggage, and attendants, a conſidex- 
able river ſwelled by inundations, in order to 
"OR the oppolite fide, _ _: : 
_ Fortunately I had with me excellent falls: 
mers, to whom the crofling of à river, what- 
ever might be its breadth, could be no cauſe of 
_ uneaſineſs: With me the caſe was entirely dif- 
ferent. The reader will recolle& that I once 
before imprudemly riſqued-my life, in my firſt 
journey, when purſuing an eagle on the banks 
aof the Queer: Bom. Warned by this danger, 
I had ſince exerciſed myſelf frequently in ſwim- 
ming, and had indeed never neglected it when 70 
au eee occurred, 1 was however: 26 
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ind by no means found ORTHO: 


 cotifident to attempt an overflowing” river; - 
-which was at the ſame time extremely rapid . 


dd af n bale Bre c 0 Theld's conſultas | 


ton therefore with my pebple on the courſe . 


de purſued, and die beſt and moſt prudent, 
means to enfure its ſucceſ. 125 


-- The firſt idea chat ſuggeſted! itſelf to us was | 


chat of a Taft; Which was the moſt natural a6 


well as the moſt convenient mode of convey- | 


3 ance, and that which T had tried before without 
any accident, but on rivers, i it is true, leſs dan- 
gerous. Truſting to che ſtrength of my fwim- 
mers, 1 imagined for a moment that it Would 


be an eaſy taſk for them to drägei it to the op- 
pobite bank ; but on examining the Uealties - 


more minutely, we apprehended, and' with 
reaſon. that, as the raft would form a ed. 
_ xenfive. "Farface, 3 might acquire a velocity 


which it would not be poſſible for the fwim< 


mers to overcome and to direct.” "It was necef- | 


ſary however to find or to confitht fome 0 


ſpecies of float that would bear me, and they 
| wight be able to conduct. My Hottentots had 


no . * this tubes. How indeed thould 
| ES they 


Ul 
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55 1 be ingenious-in reſources of which none 
ol them had any need? And by what ſtrange 
-, accident; did it happen, that there ſtood SOM 
this ſhore a native of Surinam, educated at 
| 4 Paris, and incapable of ſwimming 2. The 7 f 
pacity was all my own: it was therefore juſt 
that I ſhould invent the means of relieving it. I 
propoſed to launch upon the ſtream the trunk _ 
of a tree, upon which I ſhould ſeat myſelf 
aſtride; and my four companions unanimouſly. 
exhorted me to have courage, and they would: 
anſwer with their lives for * ſafe arrival on 171 
the oppoſite ſhore. Et Ko 5 15 
Thus animated, I felt no lofizer the nalleſt | 
Refitation” it remained only to find the ſpecies, 5 
of float requiſite for my purpoſe. Of trunks, 
"2 indeed, there was an abundance; for the i in- 
| undation, as-is ſure to be the caſe in thoſe - 
countries where trees and plants, paſſing 
through the various ſtages of vegetable life, 
periſh as they ſtand, and wither on their roots, 
bad overturned. great numbers, and ſcattered 
them along the banks; but the majority of Ex 
them ſtill retained their branches, and of thoſe. 
without branches, ſome were too ſhort, ſome - 
too long, and others too lender. It wal neceſ. 
Vor. I. N ſary 
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and to fix to one etitf of it tw! — 
_ , to enable the fwimmers to drag it t 
1555 them. W. We then rolled up in "a bundle this 


1 
, * 


|  krolles. and Es which we faſtened to the © | 
: lng. firmly ap fl 
to this bundis the: Two  Teathern Vettel 
0 one on each fide. TI ug) 
- would. not only ſerve to a mini the” wei ig! 
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u allied, and” every athibgemetit made 
bor fo firgulir a paffage, 1 proceed, accoutred 
WW this protefque manner, to my ſtation. l enter 
the water aftride on my log, place myſelf erect, 
s if on a ſaddle, that is to ſay, upon the 1 a 
_ and tetit between the leathern veflels; ; my ſwim- 
lets datt forward, they take hold of the ſtrings, 
_ thiy driw along the frail and perilous bark, | 
with its cures tad paſſenger, and [ behold my- 
elk adrilt upon the fifeam, 5 
80 many precautions might ſuffice to ſccure 
ths againft every accident. I was therefore Do 
_ es from apprckrentie jon, At the ſame tim, 
not to extiauft my ſWitimers, to whom ſo wide 
a paſſage muſt prove trying, t fertted with them * 
that there ſhonld be only two of them in the 
flott to pull me along, while the other two, 
reſting upon! the hindet part of the raft, might 
fie with their feet, and. puſh mi 1 
With their bodies; thefs laſt Rien to relieve 
te others as octaffon ſhoutt: require; 4 plea- . 
fant kind of Tfitons, who were ſobn to give a 
- bigh degree of alür to their Neptune. | 
At firſt we proceeded delightfully; becaufs 
the part of the river Wich Rad overfiowed the 


beats, ae Oe ay moto, 
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of courſe very little reſiſtanee. The ien 
f therefore, dragged me along without difficulty; 
they were even ridiculing the fear they had 
entertained of not ſucceeding, and [ myſelf was 
making merry at my own expence. Fold 
not help laughing at my ſtiff and conſtrained 25 
| attitude; 3 with my two arms raiſed aloft hold- 

| ing i in the air my inſtruments of death; ; with 
the collar that was about my neck, and the 
| baggage which ſurrounded my waiſt, ſerving. 
as ballaſt to the moſt ſingular conveyance that 

the mind of man perhaps had ever invented: 5 
but the ſcene was preſently changed, and the 
' accents of our voices became expailive. of very 
different ſentiments. „„ x 
Scarcely had we entered the current ons | 
its rapidity overpowerin g our efforts, we ſaw: 

- ourſelves. gradually drifted out of our courſe; ; 
and ſoon 1 its violence was ſo great that, notwith- 
ſtanding the courage ; and dexterity with which 
my negroes combated with the water, we 
found ourſelves haſlening towards the ſe. 
Had we been actually carried thither, no 
exertion could have ſaved me: I muſt infallibly 
have periſhed. | However, as my good for- 
tune. ag, Ne Ms the — 1 3 from 


8 


2 
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che . counteracted in ſome IP IP the cur- | 
rent; and retarded our deſtruction: but, at the 
. fame time, it excited waves that prevented us 
from advaneing to our deſtination, and which 
beſides ſo continually covered us with water, 


that we were 4 2 inſtant Kid from 17 855 
other. 3 , 8 


"nf By an inconvenience alſo which it was not 


_ poſſible to have foreſeen, and which would 
now admit of no remedy, the trunk, which had 
hitherto continued ſteadily in its horizontal 
poſition, eould no longer be kept in it by any 
effort. Sometimes it preſſed with violence 
upon the ſwimmers that conducted it, and ren- 
dered it impoſſible to preſerve the thongs at 


their full extent, or to derive any advantage 


from them. Sometimes it was urged with 
equal force in the oppoſite direction; in which 
cuſe it hung with irreſiſtible weight upon 

the thongs, pulling back the guides, arid ſhak- 


ing them completely out of their eourſe. But, 


what was worſe, it oſten ſunk entirely under | 
water at one end, while the otlier was raiſed to 
a ſituation nearly vertical. In this poſture, the 
aſſiſtance of the ſwimmers behitid Was rendered 
uſeleſs; ; and 1 ſaw mn in "ſpite of all my? 
TEC. or ti R 3 8 Hotten- 
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> Hato: could do, epi Heng by chro. | 


- tempted by the uſe of my feet to aſſiſt their ef- 


rent, toſſed this way and that; nn 
moment to loſe my equilibrium. th 

Tha danger was imminent, The ee 
in the rear precipitately quined their poſly and, 


frizig the thongs, all four endeavonred to pull 
me forward with their utmoſt ſtrength. + ate 


forts. Their exertions were incredible ; they | 
had promiſed to place me in ſafety on the op- 
pPoſite ſhore, and they deemed themſelves 
obliged rather to die than to quit their under - 


— RA iu a — — r 
2 I US. o 5 — — — 1 


king; but, notwithſtanding their unſhaken, ; 
| fidelity, I began to deſpair. The force of the 


AE current ſegmed ſtronger and ſtronger; it drew. 
we every moment towards the ſea; and I fur 
no proſpect of ſafety but in quitting the trunk, 
the aecoutrements about my neck, my guns, 
and all my conveniences, and caſting myſelf 
upon the mercy of my Hottentots, hoping that 
they; by ſurrounding me, would be able to 


keep me above Water, and convey me either 


td the there. Penn the a | 
EY 
oth mid ofthe mak nlp arm hd 


a was | 


A N 10. „ 
np. nave. of the conſolation that dimi. 
niſhed my horror? 1-ſtropgly felt upon this oe- 
_ /cafion, how much the calamities of man are 
_ leſſened by being divided. I commilerated the 
poſſible fate of my brave attendants, who ſeem- 
end upon the point of facrificing their lives to 
| +#heir attachment to me: yet this attachment 
took away the bitterneſs of death: I. ſhould at | 
/ leaſt not be abandoned till I had pxperienssd = 
| N attentions of friendſhip. | | | 
+ Meanwhile, my poor Hottentots, panting, - 
exhauſted, and deprived of ſtrength, called on 
© each other with a feeble. yoice to perſevers. © | 
Not one relaxed his hold of the thong; not one 
_ Fealed to ſwim, or to oppoſe ſome fort of re- 
| fiſtancs to the ſtream; they had recourſe to {kill 
here ſtrength failed, and were attentive to 
improve every poſſible advantage. One o 
them was wholly new to my ſervice, a ſtranger 
to my intercourſe and my perſon; yet be did 
not yield to his comrades in pertinacity, and 
delieve would have been one 0 the wee 75 
periſh in the exertion. 
Death ſeemed. to ſtare us 1 thin W 
| L began 49, perceive, by the diminiſhed re- 
Sheer tht yon ſufficiently cleared the 


Ba « | R 4 | 75 one: 


. HOVER! IN 1 
dentre of the current; they pesesved it too: 
they collected all their force; they took breuth; 

they found themſelves in a perfect calm; and 
preſently they gained the ſhallow, where they 
could touch the bottom with xheir feet; The firſt | 
who felt it announced it by a ſhout, which was + 
repeated by the reſt, In vain ſhould T attempt 


to paint the emotion which now burſt forth 


from us all. I diſengaged myſelf from the 
groteſque ſituation, which had excited alter- 
nately our pleaſantry and our alarms; I leaped 
upon the ſhore ; 1 threw myſelf upon the neck 
of my deliverers, and TRE e me 8875 8 
on? 83 . 

Our firſt care was to kindle a Sa fre; by O 
which to warm ourſelves and dry our clothes. 
From the combined effect of fear and the 
water, we ſhivered as with an ague. My ſwim- 


mers, by a happy ſoreſight, had provided 7 


"themſelves with a calabaſh of brandy.” | Not. 
withſtanding my repugnance to this quor, in | 
the preſent inſtance I-partook of it with'plet- 

ſure; and though the quantity I drank Was 
ſmall, it braced up my ner ves and inſtilled new 

| Fe into my frame. In offer to have the free 

| PTY 15 ad hands in 2 the trunk, 1 2 


ther „ had 
65 ® 42, 
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Mites obliged during our i, to ) faſten | 
my artillery to my knees; it had accordingly 
been wetted ; and I haſtened to repair the 

miſchief by wiping and drying it. Twenty 
mes had I been drenched myſelf by the waves 
yet the water had fortunately neither penetrated 
my | powder-flaſks, nor injured my watch. 
What reaſon had I to rejoice that T had fo far 
perſevered as not to abandon the raft! Theloſs 
of my fire-arms and my tent would have been 
irreparable; and not only would it have de- 
feated the object for which I had croſſed the 
river, but have greatly incommoded me in wy 8 
rs expedition, £4 Pk | 
At the time, however, other thoughts occu- i | 
| pied i my mind. I congratulated myſelf ſolely 
on the danger we had eſcaped; of the greatneſs of 
which I had no conception, till I obſerved fromm || 
our landing-place the diſtance we had paſſed, J 
Then 1 it was that I reflected with ſeriouſneſs on | } 
the extravagance, of my folly, and. the raſhneſs " 
of the enterpriſe. Upon viewing the pallage, | | 
> WY 
| 
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1 ſhuddered with terror. It was not a river 
that we had crolled, but a vaſt inundation, of 1 
; which the eye could ſearcely reach the extent 
As 1 had no inſtruments to meaſure it, it is 
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iet for me to ie eee 5 
its preadth; but ſome eſtimation may be 
= from the time we were upon the water, 
which I obſeryed to be a full batf-hours mean» | 
while an allowance muſt be made for the ray 
pidity of the ſiream, which drifted us from * 
cpurſe and retarded our pallage, . 
Perceiving my Hottentats do be recoverad : a 
little from their. fatigue, I began to think of 
the moſt effectual means of rewarding their 
_ fidelity; and I requeſted. them to alk. me 
Wich freedom whatever they pleaſedl ; 
Klaas was at this moment fitting by eh ſides 
_ ſqueezing me by the hand, and teſtifying in 


the moſt affectionate ec the pleaſure be 


8 1 


felt at having once more contributed to my 
fafery. 99 have 2 favour,” ſaid he, « to alk 
1 you, not for myſelf, but for another. 1 
Jou think that my friend Janker (Which 
1 the name of my new Hottentot) * © has 
«ated like a youth of conrage, I could wiſh 

& you to beſtow on him A fuſee. It w 1 
ho engaged him 3 in your, ſervice; it is I 
« who am relponlible for his conduct; and be 
« red he will never give you. can, 0 7 
„ent A . wo 


_- 


8 


ATRICA.. wy = 
. To. 1 this requeſt the 8 muſt 
; Gm cha] impoſed on myſelf very ſevere lawg 
in the diſtribution of my hre-arms. They 
were not given to all my 45 indiſerimi. 75 
nately. On the contrary, 1 had granted this 
favour to thoſe alone with whoſe character I 
was thoroughly acquainted, and who. had ſig: 
nalized themſelves as much by their fidelity, | 
as by their courage and addreſs; and theſe I . 
farther diſtinguiſhed by the pame of hunters, 
Every month I gave them alſo a ducatoon (a 
piece of coin of about nine livres] as pay; while 
tha reſt received only a rix-dollar, which is 
one third leſs... This pay, to men who had na 
need, during. our journey, to be at any ex- | 
Pence, added to other little profits which it was 
my intention one day to beſtow upon them, 
could not but afford them the hopes of con- 
-, tiderable OT OR my excurſion ſhould e 
Ins. be. completed, and toni eld . 1 a, 
TT 
| 8 Jen eee 
ſor bim; that. is to ſay, to give him, on my 
return to our camp at Krekenap, a fuſee, with 
x complete accourements. and ammunition. 1 4 
oxen a "ow ede favour; that of | 
e | , = 
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| " appointing him one of the Para 2 yet « my 


principal waggon, the benefits ariſing. from 


Which, added to his pay as a hunter, increaſed 


| His income one half, Thus did I enjoy the 
pleafure of diſtributing rewards and grantin 8 | 
promotion to my companions, without the in- 
ſſuence of any baſe intrigue, any inſidious re- 


. commendation, that might induce me to be la- 
viſh towards ſome, and niggardly and unjuſt! 


towards others. In ſhort, I happily governed 


hi my ſmall caravan without the aſſiſtance of thoſe 


_ Plodding 1 intriguers, who vain of their knows: 
edge, and intruding themſelves every where, 
arrogate to themſelves the right of meting out 
rewards, and pronouncing definitively 1 
ing the merits of others. e | 

Theſe marks of di ſtinQion, thelſe various 
Poncüm, conferred all at once upon my new 
Hottentot, ſo elated him with joy, that he 
could not find words with which to expreſs to 
me his gratitude. Poſſeſſed of a fuſee, and be- | 
come the conductor of the carriage of his 
maſter, he was in his own eſtimation equal in 
importance to a grandee of Spain. To liſten 
to this Hottentot, he Had all che diſpoſiti tions 
. in a ſportſman. | He . he ſaid, the 


e N * 
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eee „ 
greateſt deſire imaginable to become a good 
markſman; and though he had few opportunis . 
ties of improving himſelf, he found his {kill 
little inferior to his moſt experienced neigl- 
bours. In ſhort, he expatiated ſo much, and 
with ſuch ſimplicity, upon the method he 
practiſed for hitting the mark, as to afford ex- 
treme amuſement to his countrymen who knew 
him. Seeing how much they enjoyed the joke, 
I propoſed a trial of ſkill, nothing doubting 
that our new knight- errant would prove an 
inexhauſtible ſource of entertainment. His 
three companions were all of them expert in 
what they undertook: as to himſelf, the poſt 
of ſafety, by way of eminence, would have 
been to have: un r Oey vn . 
the mark. a er 
As I ſaw bs locked FREE aſhamed, ail 
ache the point to heart, and as he was even 
afraid that his miſcarriage would injure him 
with me, I was eager to revive his confidence: 
1: told him that, when I firſt attempted to 
handle a gun, I ſhot farther from my marx 
| than he did, and that |] had no doubt, with 
his enthuſiaſm upon the fubje&, he would ſoon | 
n a 9 excellent ee * ſhould bh 
4 have 
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f have been leſs. eee 
a ſpruce petit · maitre of my own eountry, moſt 
 , efpecialiyif ebe s wee hob 
| ene e 
. + What L had ande fn plenfuitiy nabe 
een Jonker became in realitx 
the moſt intelligent, and the firſt of my pur- 
veyors. A few obſervatibns will explain this 
ſingularity. Hunting in Africa is à very dif- 
_ - ferent purſuit from What it is in Europe. Thert 
he talent of the hunter does not, as here; con 
ſiſt only in having a ſteady hand, and à ſure 
eye: wich theſe qualities be muſt poffefs others 
8 ſult mare eſſential; and without whielt nothing 
is to be done againſt the eunning of thie an- 
telopes of the deſert. He muſt have an acute 
- fight, ſo as to diſcover the game at a conſiders 
able diſtance before they diſcover him; he 
muſt employ great art to lure and to deceive 
mem; above all, he muſt poſſeſs an active body; 
eapable of aſſuming every poſition, and of 


drawing itſelf patiently for a long time umi 


the ground; in order to get within reach Wirh⸗ 
out being perceived. Theſe are the qualifiea- 
tions of good African bunters;:this it is which' 

_m them: that rare * iD bightx 
el 5 3 eſteemed 


* - | 


ae, . 
eteemed by che planters arid the Trotteutbtt, | 


| and on debug: of which they ire Biſinigutthed | 


"0 diſtinguiſh an antelope as it lay upon the 


dy the name of 46ild-belriyper, an appellatlot: . 
| perten 66 mg of creepefufter- game. Suck _ 
4 ſportſinan; though he may not ſhoot ſo -] w 
as unether deflitute of this Africati talent, will 
at the ſame tice kill more game; berabſe, by 
his ſuppleneſs and addreſs, he will contfive ts 
drag himſelf aleng, till he approach ſo near ths 
animal that the moſt unſkilful ſhooter would 
find it impoſſible to miſs, The Boſhmen are 
generally conſidered as the beſt bebnigpere ; = 
meanwhile Þ have had frequent oppoftunaties 
of admiting the ſatne agility in Jonker. 
- His fight was fo keen, that he could oftets 


ground, at a diſtance that I could not obſerve it 
even with my glaſs ; and, excepting Kees, he 
had the pd fomaoes þ 1 whole . 


655 * 


Wild de poſſeſs the ſenſe of Ang =: 
me greateſt petfeQion ; becauſe, from the kind 
of life which they lead, having great diſtances 


5 to traverfe, the faculty i is in continual exercife, 
by the frequent need they have of mailing 


thoſe diſtances. * the ſame reaſon, men 
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US in hit of nature, enjoy. this gelt in 8 


degree ſcarcely. leſs exquiſite 3; and if thoſe in 
eiviliſed ſociety are deficient in this, quality, i ix 
Is becauſe their proſpeQs being almoſt always 
more confined, ' they have much leſs occaſion, 
: to deyelop it z becauſe every thing chat ſur-. - 
_ rounds them, ſuch. as filks, gilding, reyerberated 
and multiplied lights, objects of luxury, Va 
riegated and dazzling colours, fatigue, without 
improving their ſight ; and laſtly, becauſe their. 


profeſſions, practices, and habits, their writing, 


reading, and the ſtrange abuſe of 8 


muſt tend early to impair a ſenſe continually. 


| ſtrained. and perverted, while nothing is at the 


ſame time preſented that can bring it to per- 


fection. Why have hunters, who. reſide f in 
the country, and above all mountaineers, better 


ſight chan the inhabitants of cities? The alan,” 


is plain; and I may adduce myſelf as an example. 


Before my arrival in Africa, my ſi ght was ſo 


weak that, to read or write, I was obliged to 


4 


hold the book or paper cloſe to my eye. But; 


having ſpent ſeveral years in the open air, tra- 
verſing mountains and valleys, and croſſing vaſt, 5 { 
deſerts, it has been conſiderably ſtrengthened; 3 
and 1 can now ſee as. far as another. 


— of 1 


Cong? —— 
. 


Y 
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We yiachadactaſilionriahret for fame . 
tine in firing at a inark, I thouglitũũt would be 
prudant ta employm poũder ina mort uſes = 
ful manner. As it was fur tha purpoſe of hunt- 


ing iclephante that 1 hall. croſſed the: river, at 


che hazard: of iny-ownilife; and the lives of nx 


faus companions; bedſaived to go in putſult of 


theſe animals; With this view, accompanied 
by. m ihres kuntere, I ranged about and 


ſeoured the whole country; but we ſauy neither 


duog.noritraces, which made me ſincerely re- 
gret that EK had ſubjected my ſelf in vein to ſo 


math fatigne, and expoſed myſelf. uſęleſsiy to 


many dangers. A is probabir, as I have al- 
ready ſeid, that the clephants frequented che 


right bank of lic river f but when; bliged by 


thel dxonght to changt their reſidence; inftead 
of creſſiug to tlie left bank, where:they would 


have found an equat ſeurcity: of foody they had 


retired farther Tg uu af the do» . 


ſerts towards the nun! 0 van, 
he ſeverity ofthe eh id e 18 


fen ſleeping the preceding night, and w- ¾Ʒð 


were again equally. unfortunate» | A violent 
rain which came od continually extinguiſhed 
our res; nor was it poſũüble for us. to re-kindle 


Vor. I. I : 8 them, 


— 


— 


. Cs ina. 
_ 


* 
. 


4 


* 


„ x 
ö * 
- 


— 
* 


258 TRAVELS: IN 
them. We were obliged, therefore; to aß 


ourſelves with patience, and to wait till a ne 8 
day ſhould arrive to invigorate our ſtrength. we) 


It appeared, but without bringing more fa- 


vourable weather; and I reſolved to return im- 


mediately to my camp by the ſhorteſt way I 
could find. As the rain had rendered my tent 


and-other baggage exceedingly heavy, fo that 


my Hottentots were likely to be overloaded,” IT 
adviſed them to abandon the two ſkins'of oil, 
that their burden might thereby be lightened. 
This was requeſting, however, an impoſſible 


would have left behind them their clothes. Too 


mindful of the ſervices they had reudeted me; 


and unwilling to offend them, I contented my 


committed to his care my ibis, an object of 
which I Was as tenacious as were my Hotten- 
tots of their oil. With regard to the other three; 
they were to take their on time; and return 
in whatever way IG; NE conve- | 
nd 3 52201 | 

desde evening Son: 9 5 3 5 
e to reach which we had only to eroſs the 
en we en place where, with a 


A F. RIC N ” oy 


*Ketls precaution; it was tolerably practicable. 


I ̃ he darkneſs of the night prevented Swane- 


Poel from ſeeing us; but our cries reached him, 
and he ſent two horſes uſed to the water, and 
two ſwimmers to guide us in our paſſage, which 
we happily effected without danger. 


Behold me then returned to my family, 
5 rn ee emp 


and my animals. How great was my joy when 


L compared my preſent tranquillity with my 


ſituation at the mouth of the river! I found 
| myſelf, howev er, ſo exeeſſively fatigued, and 
ſo oppreſſed with drowſineſs, that, having 
taken off my wet clothes, and put on dry ones, 
I threw myſelf on my mattreſs, and ſlept with- 


j 


out interruption till the next day at noon, that 


is to ſay, nearly eighteen hours. I ſhould 


even, I believe, have fallen into a lethargy but 


for the care of Swanepoel, who, alarmed at my 
lleeping ſo long, ad fearing a 1 Was ill, 


came to waken m. 

Jonker and the other two e any: 
1 left behind, had arrived in the morning, and 
tdey did not fail to relate to their companions 
all the cireumſtances of our curious adventure. 


. 
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_— ; bur the hiſtory 3 7 
my impruùdende ii ther eyes ad dendered-: me 
much bed culpable. They evety:confidered + 
my joumey to the bonſt ad the moſt furtutiate 
of our enterpriſes; cand they atb regretted: thar 
allß that i to ſay, but Swanepocl,/ who alane 

ſeemed ſorry I had undertaken it, becauſe of - 
me datgers to which iv had expoſed me. 


 Someimes/he uddrefſett Hös reproathes tu th 


_ whole company, and ſometimes to the four 
—_ fimmers in'patricutar; whom” heveohſidered 


d ErhHinak tbr. having obeyed mel, I myſelf 


even à on as I ahbe, was not exempted 


fret his derifure. L'teſpecded hin an acαννjL 


ex s age sad L Rened do lin rompuſiranteny - 


Var 1 tegletted ax they ſune timo that I was not . 


üble de anſwrer Hithe By difplsying before his 


eyes we Apoll of a corlquefimore britliamthant 


tat fan ibis the baby fruit of my paritpodl. 
expedition. e et eee ene 
At dfünerz my four bopa lid · had ed 
eee other Tlettentotb Witt ah Sd 
sk the great quäbrtryevf bn-thiey nung pr 
cite by Seitg 10 che E. Wee hene We d 
| unt de hae ee: Us e 5 5 
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tink coniventiicur'igas ob by his un- 


fortunate ſubject; and ſo heated; were their 


__ imaginations, that) when I awioke the next 


morning, they came to me in a body to beg 


I would allow: fix men with two on to 


make am excurſion to the ſhore, for the pui- 


| -poſe- of 'calleQing à certain quantity of the 

melted blubber, which would afford them ſo de- 
Aicious a treat. This, however, was not pre- 
C iſely the motive they alleged, to induce me 


to load my waggons with this additional in- 
cumbrance. They pretended to have my 


intereſt in view: the traces and axle: trees of 


my carriages, they ſaid, had almoſt every mo- 


ment need of being oiled; they wanted it even 
at preſent, as they had not for a long time 
been greaſed; and I ſhould run, perhaps, the 
riſque of not men _ ſo N an 
e 0 e , 
Theſe cls though 8 founded. 
Ain truth, had with. me very little weight. 1 
had juſt learned that, during my abſence, two 


of my beſt oxen, while drinking at the river, 


had been carried away by the current and 


drovrned; and there was reaſon to apprehend 


_ the ſame accident wg happen to others. 
Wal 8 8 3 ; I had 


VJ. 


ö TC | | 
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Det” I hail beſides flattered myſelf, chat, Lyman 
ing at Krekenap, I ſhould find paſturage 
which would have reſtored my ſick cattle; 
and it was in reality to give them time to re · 
cover that I had indulged myſelf in an excur- 
7 9 hw . the river. This diſtrict, however, 
had ſupplied them with no better food than the 
preceding ones; their dyſentery ſtill increaſed; 
and TI found them on my return much worſe 
than before. I had reſolved, therefore, to do- 
camp the ſame day, and to proceed with . 
poſſible expedition in ſearch os a more 8 an 
3 and happier ſpot. - 
. was: bye no means ws Speke (o 
7 that of a journey to the ſea: but an ardent de- 
ſire is not ſo ęaſily extinguiſhed ; and I clearly. 
ſaw that ſooner or later I muſt give way to it. 
My Hottentots perſiſted in their requeſt; re- 
preſenting that it would in no manner retard 
my departure, if I would allow |Jonker- to be 
of the party, who being acquainted with the 
deͤſerts which I was going to explore, would. 
ſerve as a guide, and enable them to join me by 
the ſhorteſt roads to the place where I * 
bappen to encamp Had I continued any 
longer obſtinate, it 2g have excited too 
„„ lg a . much 


* 
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A diſcontent among my Hottentots. They 
received my conſent; with | tranſports of joy 
_ _ - that bordered upon delirium. For the mo- 
ment, neither the evils we had ſuffered nor the | 
greater ones Which awaited us had a ſhare in 
2 their thoughts: every thing was forgotten: 
the hope alone of an abundant ſupply of blub- 
bet was ſufficient to conſtinue. the moſt b. 
fea happineſs. 
So great Was theie exgerdels, hs: 1 She 
1 obliged to allow Jonker to ſet off immediately 
with the two oxen. and his detachment. I 
gave him a fuſee and ammunition; and he was 
aluted by the acclamations of my whole com- 
pany. Enviable mortals, who could be con- 
tented at ſo ſmall an expence, and whom - A 
little oil was about to Waden ſo n and 
felicitous! 
| My own departure v was leſs joyful; "Hh 
I had ſtrong reaſons for quitting without re- 
gret the banks of a river which had been ſo⸗ 
; highly. extolled to me, and which had proved 
by my reſiding there ſo diſaſtrous to my cat- 
tle. But I was terrified at the proſpect before 
9 me, and J anticipated the misfortunes with 


which, I was threatened, The ſky was beau- 
84 „ tiful e 
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bil 165 ſerene, anck3recditeliadidibeinue 
towards the north: notwithſtanding, hywever, 


che mildneſt of the weather? my ente vero ſo | 
weak that, after a march of three hours they 


refuſed to dthw; and obliged" me to kütt? in 


the aſternotm they were able to procted GHD 

two leugues farther. I was then under ie ne. 

hn of unharneffing, and of abandoning three | 
of my oxen, which ſunk.through faitgiie,/and by. 
Probably died on the ſpot, a8 we never ſaw 
them afterwards. In the 'night 32 Not five 
We”? Weich faw mitten perim in the 6 


* 
'« ' 


being able to afford them Walker; Ad Wenk on 


and exhauſted were the remainder; that, and, 
_ ther league, and they would all perhaps be ru 
diced to the fame melatichely ſituatlon. "We by 
had found, indeed, during the whole day, 
neither water nor paſturage: yet Trefumed my 
Journey, but with the precaution: of ſending 0 
out, in all AireQions, ſuch of my people as? 
could ſpare, in order te Uiſcover, if pöſfible, a 
- ſpring and a Title berbage. "near near which * 
might encarap. e L200 en 
But vain and fruitleſs: Wir l e 
he foil, in this nnn prefented every: 


1 Ae Ar 265 
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ben dee 'J':now reproached my- 
elf for the valuable time I had waſted onthe 


9 


banks of he Hlephante-River, by which my 


vntile had been deprivedꝭ of the little ſtrength 
eee n ee eee Pug i 
| howererypurſoed ee eee eee 


dumds, exhauſted, ' melanchoby and hopeleſs, 


Vt length l perceived at a diſtande the Krabi e 


up (rock cf diſcord), where; I had been 
told, was a deep and ſpacious hollow and the 


late rains it was poſſible might have filled it 
with water. As we drew nearer, we imagined 


that upon the borders of this hollow we ſawy 


ſome gg Ons: an idea that filled us with joy = 

and revived our hopes. We inferred from 

this appearance, that the cavities of the rock 
muſt. infallibly/abound with water; and as to 


che catriages, whether they were the property 


uf a Hottentot or belonged. to ſome traveller, 


e might promiſe ourſelves certain informa- 
tion of the route we had to purſue. Alas! 


it was all a deluſion. Upon our approach the 


waggons diſappeared, and in their ſtead two 
enormous alaphants preſented themſelves to 
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our view, who had come to this tefervoirita 
| queneh/their thirſt, and who /betook theme 
felves to flight the moment they perceived us. 
Tue cavity indeed contained ſome water, and 
| a-fufficient abundance ta ſerve even my whole 
caravan. But how deteſtable was its nature 
Frequented by all the wild animals of thediſtrid, 
Vo repaired chither ta drink, the borders of te 
pod were covered with excrement and filth, | 
which the rain continually diluted and carried 
| gong with it to the battom af the reſervoir. 
By the fermentation of theſe putrid and infec- 
tious ſubſtances, it had acquired a greeniſh co- 
Jour, a nauſeous ſmell, and the moſt abomi- 
nable taſte. So great, however, was our diſtreſs, . 
| that the diſcovery of this diſguſting pond was 
conſidered by us as a fortunate event. Before 
1 ſuffered my cattle to taſte it, 'Tordered the 
Jars we had emptied. the preceding evening to 
de filled; and to render it as drinkable as I 
could, I filtered ir carefully through ſeveral 
nnen cloths; it was then put on the fire; 
and afterwards I threw into it a few ounces 
of coffee that had been ground. By theſe 
operations it was clarified a little, and the 
tuſte it had contracted by the ſaline and ſul- 
0 . Ons e — Phurous 
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; Phurous particles of pt diſſolved 
in ĩt was ſome what diminiſhed); but the nox- | 
ious quality, communicated by thoſe ſolutions, 5 
remained in all its force. All who drank of 
it were ſeiaed with a looſeneſs; and to ſome _ 
it occaſioned vomiting, hiccups, and violent 
pains in the bowels, which made us appre- 
hend that the water might have been poiſoned. 
I vas the only perſon it ſpared ; or rather, my 
ſufferings were leſs becauſe, having mixed it 
wich goat's wi, Thad dyng but a. very ſmall 
HO G 
From 3 to Krakkeel-klip, the 1 
was only eight leagues; and theſe eight leagues 
had been the buſineſs of two complete days: 
during the ſecpnd, indeed, J was able to ac-. 
compliſh only three; which coſt me no leſs taeonn 
eight hours march. For, excluſive of the . 
general weakneſs. of my oxen, which could 
with difficulty drag themſelves along at the 
rate of half a mile an hour, we had continu- = 
ally to unyoke, in order to leave behind us n 
- thoſe in particular, which, fainting through in- [ 
anition, were incapable of riſing again upon 
their legs. In a word, to form a juſt eſtimate 
of the deplorable ſituation to which theſe anĩ- 
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| mals were VO er TRIO CP POSI . 
formed that, ſincb my laſt departure, that is 
20 tay, during the doo calamdtous days I have 


. extended here and there o the road. 

. Towards evening, I ſaw arrive ſucceſſively 
at the rock different herds of antelopes ( ſpring- 
-bocks)" which were aceuſtomed no doubt to 


_ "quench their thirſt at the pond,” In vain did 


I attempt to get near enough to kill ſome of 
5 them, thereby to obtain a ſupply of proviſion 
for a day or two, and fave the few ſheep I had 
left. T hey eluded my vigilance; and my horſes, 
being equally exhauſted with my oxen, could 
not be employed in purſuing them. No fitua- 
ton could be more deſperate. T'imagined my- 
elf to have arrived at the boundary of my 
travels, and I retired to reſt overwhelmed mars 
"the moſt pan and melanchely ideas. 
Next morning we found our eee 
his fach a ſtate of laſſitude, that we unani- 
mouſſy agreed to ſpend the. day at Krakeel- | 
Klip; to afford them an opportunity of reſting 
themſelves; and 1 employed the early part af 
the interval in once more giving chace to the 
Lan a ROW” "of my. belt markſmen: 


but 


ty 


eaking of, I bad left ſeventeen of them 


; 


Are 


bos che plain was 100 open and uacovered. for 
ve td come Within ſhot of em 1, - 
© 6+ The pond was the only xeſerygie, of water 
within a rest diſtanee round, and fortunately = 
ſome coveys;of moorefom! repaired thither(o 
drink. My people, more. ſucceſsful than my+ 
elf, killed) about thirty. brace of cheſe birds, 
which afforded une moſLexcellens repaſt, ne; 
_ of my oxen» was in a ſtate of agony, which 
 feenied to indicate; that before night I ſhould 
" loſe him ü therefore:.refighed him to amy, = 
 Hottentats;/and the fleſh, hen ſalted apdipre- 
pared after their manner: ſuapplied them with 
ax ſtock of proviſions whit i laſted ſome: time: 
I hal hetired to my tent, & prey to the 
bimereſt tefleGiatts, when, in the middle of ae 
_ night, Kees all at. once ſend fotth a cry Which 
was inſtantly anſwrered hy the barking'of my 
whole pac of dogs. By the acutenoſs df his 
meh, his hearing, and His rqht, this animal! 
was abways the firſt ta put us om oufỹHhH,ꝙd 
againſt danger; and, of all the ſervices whicht = 
he rendered tome, this was the one ] νẽjẽ 
The alarni-he had: given bet every body o 
fut 3 dread che, attack. 
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of the Boſhmen and that” of ravenous beaſts 
| of prey. The vicinity of dhe eiltert might 
expoſe us to either, and perhaps even to 
both at the fame time. Unsertin whe 
 exiemy'T had to combat; J cauſed 4 few 
mots to de diſcharged towards the quarter” 
which my ape pointed out, and from * 
to time I took care they ſhould be repeated. | 
©"Theſe' ſuppoſed enemies were my People 
wht had gone in ſearch of the whale. 'They' | 
Were now on their return; and; having diſco! 


vered our camp by means of the fres we had . 


| Kindled, were haſtening to join us. The hoiſe: 
af our fuſees had frightened them; they kept 
therefore at a diſtanoe; and/previouſly'to their 
advaneing they diſcharged a ſhot in their turn 
0 to inform me who they were. r H f zit 
At that moment, however/ prepoſſeſſed with: 
: the idea of being attacked, and having no ex- 
peRation of their arrival at ſo unſeaſonabſe an 
We imagined them to be maroon Hott entots,: _ 
who, provided with fire arms, had come to 
aſſaſſinate us and plunder my camp. The 
diſcharging of the fuſee Grebgthenbdthia idea, 
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i Ando the commencement of a battle.” Pre 
ſuming that the enemy was firing from ſome 


ambuſh, and was endeavouring to dillodge 
us, I encouraged my people, and we reſted 
under. arms the whole night, / reſolved, in 
caſe of extremity, 0 all our r lives een th 

as poſſible. + 4) Toy £644 


When peel 1 obſerved indeed, at a' 


certain 'diſtance;- a group of Hottentots; but 
choutzh they were in reality my on, not ſeeing 


the two oxen which ought to have acconpaiiied! 
them, my mind became more and more con- 
firmed in the idea that pre · occupied it, and I 
did not know them. -Obſetving them, how- 


ever, approach: towards: me, I went to meet 


them, and.thelluſion was preſently at an end- 


Tue air of dejection with which they accoſted* | 
me ſufficiemty- announced how! well founded 


had been my "foreſight, when I oppoſed their 


departure. They told me that they had gone 
in queſt of me too far to the north, R 
me to be inore advanced in my journey; but 


perceiving no traces either of my waggons- or 


Y animals, and apprehenſive that ſome 4 


ad retatded me, they had thought proper to 
—_ r — 
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1 Wb t 10 hg ge o enn hen, had pes Fa 
We _ riſhed by the way for want f paſturage r Fera 
bus um Hottentgtatheinlyewhadaccalioned | 
weir death bn fatiguing chem. gg much, and, 
ahliging chem 0 gar y hure ofiatk greater 
than their rep gib would adi, I was inan 
| manner convinced of the truth of this: ulis 
Dai ſnuxed vs I Wes, Hadid het nx 
. it right to-diſhearten them by repraachis. Who 150 
| could bsvs believed it Rom the moment ih: 
Eg Teen aer dun hee he 364 coker 
eaten nor. drunk but the paſſign for the gil 
|. of mhichthey-hadganginpuuluit, had gendered 
hath hagge and-{atigye ſuppariables. They 
|.  hrought back ses hundred poundemcighty = 
|. andiberommanhing, as Leongeive.lthat they: = 
msgteiteg in this mel Hlſaſter bat he cngt have - 
dg bees able to hin he Mhale ite if on 
ess effaid ſo much an t vamige the ſtate! 
of myicatavat».;; em dar today it hadthes 
doe more deplorable, and myJoub was Hlled 
| Vith anguiſh and apprekenfiony., It Mas n 
when effprsthab Loonld. four ef n |. 
Wh the review. I could, howezers no danger di, 
E wens myſclb from, aſcertaining. the number 9 
bp. r 
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way 1 had come, aud to regain the Elephants- 
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Bk Alas! it was EY Ae: 


Aid 1 was obliged to leave one of tuy vehicles, 


behind me in the deſert. It was the firſt time 


ſuch A misfortune had overtaken me; but 
there was no remedy; agd my Africans ad- 


viſed me to ſubmit. Hut this was not all! 1 


_ knew not” what was to become of us, whither 5 
we were to go, or to What point we were to | 
direct our cdurſe. This was a new and more 
horrible* Tource of diſquietude, | I cannot de- 


ſcribe it in a more ſtriking manner than by 
adding. that 1 defpaired'of being able to con- 
ceal theſe alarming circumſtances from my 5 


companions, and therefore called them to- 
ether and laid the whole of the caſe before 2 


them. By obe, [ was adviſed to return the 


River: by another, to puſh on to that of d warte 


x Dobren, which was in reality not à river, but a 


canal made b ſome torrent; but which, from 


the late rains that had fallen; might perhaps 


5 us both with water and paſturage. The 
Firſt of cheſt projets was impractieable, and, 


Y fo far from offering a reſource, threatened de- 


ion as well to ourſelves as to our cattle, if. 
Ve were raſh. enough td undertake it; We 
Vor, * | T DEN RP 8 8 
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con "FRE indeed, at 1555 e baC thn, - 
1 no paſturage, the conſolation of Er 
= e but to return through the 
ſeorched plains we had left behind us, and to 
2 three days more, with ſuch lean and ex- 
| hayſted animals, and in want too of every 
negeſſary, was more than could be effectec 
tough {ome god had been the charioteer, 


Os the contrary, the other plan might plunge - 
us Hill deeper perhaps in the abyſs; but, con- 


c ee thewell of futurity, i if Was a re» 
| ſource that afforded. us at Jooſt ous ord 58 
- - our hopes. 17 7940 Rat hy 

-oOlliged to make a choice, I iherefore gave 


44 


i. motion for our departure, We abandoned 


_ Hhegarringe, after taking ſuch things from it as 
I Qconceived would be neceſſary for our uſe, 
and ſabſſituting in their; Read} ſoce heayy 
boxes from the other two vehicles, i in order to 


render them lighter, Theſe articles I intended 


cat day t recover, if circumſtances , proved 
faxdburable ; and in the mean time 1 entruſted 
thema to the carp of heaven, and the elephant. 
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| thts tis trouble; J ordered the Ange to be. 
fürteundect ard even ch vered Mover with tie 
bratiches of trees meli gave it af A diſfafice tlie 
appearance of a buſt; and, ad u fafther precau- 
| 8 "08 my Hottentots tock off one of tlie no 
- addburied it at a diſtanee in the eur. 
We reſumed our jourtey, and by ops * 
A cbedge ne perſeverance, arrived at laſt at 
n (boat rock), but not withbut lofing 
more of our oxen; though the diſtance we 
travelled” was only two leagues and a Half.” 
Schuit-Klip is a finall” rock of an Oval fort, © 
"and? as its name implies, hollowed out ke 5 
boat! It contained a ſmall quantity of water, 
and to add to our felteity, of a moft excellent 


ad.“ From the ſteepneſs of its borders! tie 


1 quadrupeds inthe'neighbouthobd were unable 


to trouble it, and it was not therefore piles | 
like that of KrakkechKlip- For the lame rea- | 
| ſon, my horſes could! not drink at this reſtr · 2 
| voir; but we drew from it a ſufficiency to afford 
| | / a-linle- refreſhment boch 40” them” and iy, 
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omen and, always ſanguine as to the future, 
* W Iddeferred till the next day the continuance E 
* 2 our journey. 80 many obſtadles, Hotrever, 
8 Fr ſeemed — of being ſyribunted, 
8 2 5 | T * . did 
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e not fail o damp m courage z ad though \ 


1 aflumed externally an air af tranquillity, add 
_ talked ta my gompagions in a tone of cheerful: 


neſs, 1 was inwardly" a prey to the moſt ere 5 


mgnting . refleAtions;, Swapepoel, better ace; 
1 With my character and diſpoſitian,.. 
and poſſeſſing allo more penetration chan my 
| oe Klaas, came to me to, make a very 1 
propoſition;wbich, was kat of leaving behind 

me angther of my vehicles. Tour teams, 


ſaid he, are reduced to a fate gf debility, ; 
which xequires that you (uud be/as ſparing-/ 


c of them as poſſible. Notpithſtanding dux 
hl Fares TY Gmnith the laggage, full, af the 
aye tyro Naggons to draw, 1 fear that before 

* zp-inorrow night not a ſingle ox will re- 

« main alive, In chat caſe achat will becume 
pg us? We are not fat from the diſtrict of 
5 Klaas Baſter, the man pointed out by Colo- 4 


* nel Gordon ag likely to be ef uſe to us. Gat s 


5 purſuit, of him, continuing your journey, 

* with, que waggon only. As: you Sad 
15 diſpatch your people different ways through-' 
« the gountry; and if you are fo happy as. to!” 


25 find him, ſend us affiſtance. Give me one 


£7 1 ae I will mats not on 


i * for oh 
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i För the carriage you ſhall leave here; but alſb 


it for that which we abandoned at ating moe 


ee 91. e 5 n 0 
eee ie Was N= under Much l. 
f Lai Rick: the moſt reaſonable that could be 
given. By Huſbanding the water of the rock, 
Swanepoel would have wherewith to ſupply | 
| the wants of his ſmall detachment; and ſome 
ſhowers of rain might happen to fill and aug 
ment the eiſtern. I left with him, therefore, 
à ſupply of proviſions; removed into his wag- 
gon ſuch heavy articles as were likely to em- 
barraſs me on my, way, and addreſſed to him at 
my departure a word df admonltion * My 
'« deat Swanepoel,” faid I, „ if my Coley 
de ſtars, if the bad fortune which perſecutes me 


i thould bring hither a band of maroon Hot- 2 


i gs or plundering Boſhmen, 1 exprefely 


& forbid you to Expoſe elther you own life or 
u the lives of your compations let my car- 


* riage be robbed ; haſten immediately, to 


join me, and let me ſee you again as 125 and 
. © ſound as Thave W 


"Of the hiffy-four oxefi with which 1 RY 
155 journey, thirty: one had died. The twenty 
. re ree that remained I divided into three teams, 
e eb? T4 ED convinced 
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cut changing-the team; and in this man 
arrived. at Oliphants- Kap (Eephans-head),.:. 
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<onzigced. that. eight; would he becken bag 


my waggon after. it had been. ſo much light- - 
ened. At the ſame time I took care to ſhorten, : 


te ſtages, and to proceed only a, league with- 


This likewiſe. is a rock that has acquired. its 
dame from i Ats figure. | 1 Hattered. myſelf that 
1, Hhould find water here as at Schuit- Klip, 


738 8 and there had actually been ſome i ur its differ- 
, ©... ent cayities;-but, except a little moiſture, it 


had all eyaporated. My.oxen, which bad nat 


; Frank during the whole day, and which, 1 
evening Naß indeed, had only bee 
3 3 with a few drops, viſited in yain all he 
5 clefts of the rock.. So. great was the diſtreſs of 


cen ſupplied 


theſe 1085 animals, that, wherever they found 


7 3 = m iſtur ure 55 bf their noſtrils yer. it, as if 


refreſt aſl red, þ y. its exhalation, and endeavoured 


Nr al to Jap, up. with, their tongyes, the aqueous.) par» 
IE tic es it might contain; while at the ſame time 

: they preſſed | their ſides and. beat their talls* * 
5 oll the cavity, ſecking.! to imbibe relief at - 


every Pore. x Ag fox. me, 1 Bad ſtill a little 
| water remaining in a jar, which. 1 ſhared with 


1 \ the ty twelye h "Mn, FO mpagied me; 
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1 — files another Wes in ur goats 5 
EE as their milk was not yet dried up. R 
I be heavy and continued rains we experi- e 
ended, when proceeding along the banks of 
the Elephants- River, had not extended to the 
diſtri of Oliphants-Kop; or, at leaſt, if any _ 
kad fallen here, as the cavities of the "rock - 
- feemed to indicate, the quantity had been too 
mall to produce 25 viſible del on n vege· 
tation. peer 
luke country etery e Soba extibired 
_ . the moſt frightful ſterility, nor did any thing 
ſiem fo indicate a change. To the weſt was 
nun immenſe plain, which, extending perhaps 
to the ſea, preſented, as far as the eye could 
reach, an uniformſheet of dry earth, interſperſed _ 
here and there with a few oily plants only, 
and ſome withered and ſtunted buſhes. 3 
the, eaſt à long ridge of naked mountains - - 'S 1 
.-  gloomily bounded the horizon ; and, in ſhort, 
ſilence, drearinieſs, and deſolation prevailed on 
all A 
In a ſituatibn lefs deplorable bad re e 
been indebted for my fafety to a bird, Which, — 4 
aligbting upon u rock, had given me reaſon te 
er that it might contain water; and 1! 
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pa the ſame beneſit bere from 1er 
8 moor -game, which I ſaw, pals me in the air 
With this, hope. 1. followed their flight. with _ 
eager eyes; for I knew that, theſe birds repair 
| _ "regularly twice a day to the water to drink and 
wWaſh themſelves: : but conceive. the deſpair in 
Which I Was plunged, When, flying at firſt” 
from north to ſouth, > {| ſaw them return in a 
contrary direction without ſtopping ; „ Which 
ſeemed to be an infallible ſign that there was no. 
ſpring, nor the ſmalleſt reſeryoir of water, any 
Where in the neighbourhood. Theſe birds, 
however, flew ; at ſuch a prodigious height, that 
my ſight could not long follow them; and all "SH 
could conclude from their paſſage was, that they 
were perhaps haſtening to quench their thirſt 
at the Elephants-River. No rock bird what 
eyxer alighted near us; which doubtleſs indi- 


. £ . that nature here was in a moſt forlorn, 


flate. Moor-fowl, in general, are inauſpicious 


5 e living on ſeeds and inſects, they 


are to be met with only 1 im dry and ſcorched 
diſtricts. 1 recollected that I had been under 


5 — ; . great alarm, during my firſt journey, „by the; 


ee ho the numerous coveys of them I 


eee e e, country; of, 
| ; bee 1 Karaw, 


FS ; 
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: . i Per 8 Snewherg, be it had 
5 proved a ſign equally certain of the ſterility of 


the diſtrict: whereas neither in the fertile 
5 country of che Caffres, nor in the delightful | 
' groves of Auteniqua, had I ever obſerved a 
bird of this kind: a contraſt that excited wi 
mind the moſt melancholy ſenſations, - | 
Me had arrived at Oliphants-Kop 0 905 
an hour, that I hoped we ſhould be able to pro- 
ceed a few leagues farther before the cloſe of 
the day; and I was the more reſolved to do 
ſo, as, ſeeing neither paſturage nor water, it 
was neceſſary for me to truſt to the chanee of | 
finding, at a greater diſtance, a more commo- 
dious ſpot for encamping. I gave orders 
therefore for our departure; but when my 
people began to harneſs my oxen, not one of 
them was found fit for ſervice: they all lay 
down. around the waggon ſo apparently ex- 
hauſted, that there was reaſon to apprehend 


they would never riſe again upon their legs. 


What ſituation could be more dreadful ? 1 
ſaw myſelf obliged to paſs the night in this | 
parched and barren-ſpot, where my cattle were 
about to periſh for want of water and food, 
and we ourſelves, in like manner, were tor- 
Fr | e mented 
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ater ta 
wt wy to this: e techs, not even the ſmalleſt 


cate myſelf from my difficukies. Meanwhile, _ 
0 leave no reſource untried, I employed all 
* my people, during the remaining part of the 
day, in ſearehing every Where in the neigh« 
bourhood, r in a different quarter; for holes 

and cavities which might have been filled with 

rain; and 1 went myſelf upon the ſame pur- 

(uit with my ape and my dogs: but we all re- 
turned, Hottentots and their maſter, one after 
another, dejected to the camp, wich the ſame 


tidings upon our Ups, I have found no- . 
_ thing” Areadful tidings, that conſigned us 
bare was Farther ſufferings and miſery / 


e preſented itſelf of being able to extri- 


Wbt a crowd of black and ill-omened 0 5 


ee apt e ſight of the 


5 X deplorable: ſituation of my unfortunate tattle; | 
n a-deadly terror crept through my veins. The 


ſtate of my Hottentots, from whom T'hadiens 5 
_ -deavoured to conceal a part of our evils,” did 
not fail/alſo'to add to my torments; and I 
curſed a thouſand times the Mind confidenes 
 whichihad indueed me to ae 
5 ee leads: is We adoption 
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nn I reſolved therefore in- 
| - Rantly 40 embrace the only expedient I had to 
_ | purſue; Which was, to abandon my chird ant 
laſt vehicle, together with the animals that res 
mained, to diſtribute arms and ammunition - 


the Elephants-River with ſuch of chem as 
would agree to follow me. 


ETSY , 5 203. 


This plan, with whatever Abel was 


: be Aended, was apparently the only rattan! 
pne chat remained: yet, when I propoſed it to 
my Hottentots, not an individual approved af 
it. Convinced that the interruption of a jours 

5 ney, which they had ſeen me ſo anxious to 

nccompliſn, mu}. occaſion me the greateſt mor- 
_ | fification, they unanimouſly proteſted that they 
would never abandon me, and that they would 
_ Cheerfully. go on with me wherever I ſhould © 
think proper to lead them, At the ſame time 


5 each exhorted me to take courage, and to try my ay, 


fortune once more, by proceeding a few leagues | 
. farther, Thoſe who, had gone in ſearch ß 
water towards the eaſt afſured me, by way of 

conſolation, that there was a range of hills at 


the bottom of the mountains before us; and 


that the valleys between would perhaps afford. 
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ing above the horizon, from 1 which they aua 


gated in their turn that a ſtorm was not fat 


- while Gele who had gone out in the oppoſite , 95 
direction bad obſerved a cloud or two peeps = 
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diſtant, and that it would certainly make ita : 


/ appearance eicher W; the ihe or 55 | 
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_ 4 Under the plan: bald of aebi 
and danger, ſuch vague conjectures inſpired 


me with little confidence: but the affecting 


teſtimonies of attachment L had received, rei- 


dered leſs painful to me the thoughits of à diſ- 
ſolution, which I conſidered as rapidly ap- 


Proaching. I exhorted alt my people to be- 
_ take themſelves to reſt? and Fretired myſelf td 
my waggon, where I ſpent the whole night in 
the moſt gloomy refleQions. At break of day 
I was ſuddenly rouſed from my reverie by 4 
alap of thunder, Which confirmed, to demon- 


tration, what had been announced by one of 


my Hottentots. 1 jumped with alertneſs from 


ke carriage, and, by a natural movement, raiſed 
my hands in adoration towards the clouds; 


which the thunder ſeemed to be driving before 


iir My friends, tranſported like myſelf, ranged 
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Wacken Lache over: eur — My 


| and three of my dogs had deſerted me. 
alſo one of my horſes, Which I ſawexpice be- 


ie happy endes of the ſtorm; $1 Buer ien | 


people; and the dead ſilence that followed, 


thewed how, vain t was to uren them, far 
conſolation or aſſiſtance, y 0 0 


heart palpitated with Joy and apprehenſion. 
I waited. with che moſt eager impatience; for. 


rainy TranGent hopes! bergie eee 5 


Feattered by the wind, the clouds diſappeared 
from over our heads, and ſunk, below the horis, 
on. This ſpectaele ſtruck every one of us 


with ſo great a conſternation, as to depriveſ un 
of all power of ſpeech, or motion .. Deſpair 
became impreſſed upon the moſt reſolute ol my 


During the night two of my oxen had died. 
I loſt 


fore my eyes. Thus was I loſing one by one 


mx whole Rpck of cattle; and! I beheld; them 
| periſh, with the more regret, becauſe, having 
ſhared in my fatigues, I had become. attached 


to them as ſo many ſervants. of my houſehold, 


They approached. lowly indeed to their laſt, 
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5 clan occaſioned me the greateſt aMidtion: The: 
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tell kin tte reafon. bas Ane e 
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| Fully encountered che fatigüe of my felt Jof 
1 ee bug e whole route, tie bach 


I  eonſtaritlyoreipied che chill te 6" rity heavieſt 
| vo and principal waggon.” Diſtinguiſhed? by ar 
1 - Inflin ſuperior to the” other animals of his 
5  ſecits, my people, When they unharneffed 
1 | Rith, pave themſelves no concern to ker 
3 7 him from eſcaping” he waridered at will in tue 
- - Paſture; ant was committedz if I'miay ſo e- 
= myſelf, to the guidance of His own'utiders 
| ſanding; theres was no fra that he would 
| wander from the place. Wer it was time to 
travel another ages tcl anivegeliyts fetelt | 
eee enn B 5 Im 
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| and-$6ſoomas bo beard: them he came - to bis 
20 Was e the firſt F 


mauner, Frequentiy b 


ad! I Was eee to Hop lng engngh-to | . 


for a quarter of an RR At length, 1 
Had: replied my endearments and by a kiſs," 
he led the Thy; to my tent, and walked quietly |, 
before me. PO RE ge 8 

The evenin 
2 near the .ſhaft of his waggon ; and it — 
. was in this plae expired. I faw, his laſt 
agonies, but was unable to render him the 
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| Hileridſhipitias milled me, when edu aps | 
Peatantceb have allured my confidence; Have ! 
thought of poor Ingland; and involuntatily caſt 
my eye upon the hutid he had To'often licked '® 
: Thegeig which We had deſired with'fo muck 
n « having falled e, we were deter. 
winec te quit our hertherß direcrion, and to 
return to the ee towards thoſe palſes il. 
che mobntain Pont ach we expected our 
es 18t en birghgnT cu, 
8 . hours not one of us bad 
duſted food. Not that wre had been in any want 
cf proviſions; but we were apprehenfibe thit . 
enting wondd enhance our deſire to drink. 
The exhaüſted with fatigue, worn out with 
watchflllneſs,' and tormented with thürſt, we 
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